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  Summer Sunrise is Here! 

By Lorry Wagner, Editor 
July 10, 2022 

 
First, huge thanks to Gilbert Garcia for finding the below information and 
sharing it with us.  It is so important that “we, the people” wake up, pay atten-
tion and realize that when we all work together we can certainly stop this wa-
ter mess that Mulholland and his “?” (being nice here) friends shoved down 
the throats of the businessmen, ranchers, farmers and residents of  eastern side 
of the Sierra Nevada Mountain Ranch from 200+ miles north of us on down to 
the Antelope Valley to the south of us, starting back in 1905 and continuing to 
shove it down our throats.  My input here addresses only the illegal aqueducts 
installed by LADWP, local political entities and Real Estate Development on 
all properties that have no water of their own over that time and which we 
here in the Indian Wells Valley have started the move to correct at the only 
level which can; i.e. the federal level where the headwaters rise up to the sur-
face  and which property and water is owned by  we, the people and only 
“MAGAGED by the Department of Interior and Department of Agriculture!. 
 
We also have to remember that the entire State of California plus at least 16 of 
the States to the East of us also have continued “water messes” that can NEV-
ER be corrected by ANY government oversite.  We the people of the United 
States have to take back control of the water and other similar areas that the 
government has really screwed up and usually destroyed over the last 200 
years. 
 
Folks...TAKE NOTICE and realize each and every one of us must take/
assume control and  contribute whatever expertise, knowledge, experience and 
whatever else some of us possess to stop this illegal intrusion on the lives of 
every single American citizen.  The following article, again, exposes this wa-

http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 
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Water Crisis, What Water Crisis? 
California Continues to Reject Desalination  

NATIONAL REVIEW 
 By Edward Ring 

June 17, 2022 

If the state is serious about ensuring sufficient water and 
achieving a diversity of water sources as a hedge against 

disaster, it must pursue desalination. 
 
If the climate catastrophists are to be believed, “water wars” are just around the corner, and severe drought 
is already driving millions of “climate refugees” out of their arid homelands. To cope with expanding popu-
lations and diminishing rainfall, nations around the world are adopting desalination technology. From Sin-
gapore to Tel Aviv, desalination plants have replaced water scarcity with water  abundance. But in Califor-
nia, in the middle of one of the most severe droughts in modern history, desalination at any meaningful 

scale is not an option. 
On May 12, the California Coastal Commission board of directors voted 11–0 to deny the application from 
Poseidon Water to build a desalination plant in Huntington Beach. Since 1998, Poseidon has spent over 
$100 million on design and permit work for this plant. At least half of that money was spent on seemingly 
endless studies and redesigns as the Coastal Commission and other agencies continued to change the re-
quirements.  The denial of Poseidon’s application makes it very unlikely another construction contractor 

Low water levels visible under the Enterprise Bridge at Lake Oroville, the second-largest reservoir in California, 
near Oroville, Calif., June 16, 2021. (Aude Guerrucci/Reuters) 

mess!  If you really give this some thought, you will understand how powerful all of us folding our individ-
ual experience in life together with each other’s can truly be!  It’s time for everyone of us to contribute to 
the safety and future of the United States of America! 



will ever attempt to build a large-scale desalination plant on the California coast. 
 
This is a historic mistake. If you’re trying to eliminate water scarcity, desalination is an option you can’t ig-
nore. Desalination has the unique virtue of relying on a literally inexhaustible feedstock, the world’s vast 
and salty oceans. At an estimated total volume of 1.1 quadrillion acre feet (1.1 billion million acre feet), 
there will always be enough ocean.  
  
A balanced appraisal of desalination would acknowledge its potential while also recognizing the absurdity 
of suggesting it is a panacea. On one hand, desalination can be an indispensable solution to water scarcity. 
In Israel, for example, five massive desalination plants on the shores of the Mediterranean Sea produce near-
ly a half million acre feet of fresh water per year, an amount the nation plans to double by 2030. Israel’s 
Sorek Desalination Plant, located a few miles south of Tel Aviv, produces 185,000 acre feet of fresh water 
per year, from a highly automated operation that occupies only about 25 acres. Up to 80 percent of Israel’s 
municipal water comes from desalination. Thanks to desalination, this nation of 9 million people has 
achieved water abundance and is exporting its surplus water to Jordan. 
 
On the other hand, just as renewable energy provides only a small fraction of the global energy supply, de-
salination constitutes only a small fraction of global water supply. Altogether, not quite 20,000 desalination 
plants worldwide produce less than 50 million acre feet of water per year. That’s an awful lot of water, but 
it’s less than 1 percent of global water consumption. To make a dent in the estimated 7,500 million acre feet 
per year of worldwide water consumption, desalination capacity would have to increase by, say, 500 million 
acre feet per year. In turn, that achievement would require about 200 gigawatts of continuous power, equiva-
lent to the continuous output of 100 Hoover Dams. 
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The U.S. Navy set up a groundwater authority in Ridgecrest, California, to 
help protect the Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake. Courtesy of Laura 

Molnar/flickr.    

The Next Great California Water War Is Starting Underground, in the 
Mojave Desert 

Minerals, Nuts, and the Navy are at the Center of a novel fight Over Groundwater, and Its Governance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can California regions regulate groundwater without destroying their businesses and communities?  That’s the ques-
tion being posed as regions and localities implement the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMAP, the his-
toric 204 state law that brought regulations to California’s  diminishing groundwater supplies. 



Groundwater is the water buried in aquifers, the underground spaces between rocks, soils, and sand. Layers of aquifers 
are called groundwater basins. California has hundreds of them, and we could not live without them. Eighty-five per-
cent of Californians depend on groundwater, which constitutes roughly 40 percent of California’s water supply (and 
46 percent in times of drought). 
 
SGMA was designed to protect the most overdrawn groundwater basins, often in rural regions, by requiring plans to 
balance the amounts of water being pumped from, and recharged into, aquifers by 2040. Complying with the law—and 
achieving sustainability—is expected to dramatically change the California landscape over the next. Two decades from 
now, state residents and businesses will have to use considerably less groundwater, agricultural land will have to go 
out of production, and local ecosystems will have to be restored. 
 
SGMA tried to cushion disruptions from its changes by giving local agencies new power and broad discretion to form 
and elect a new species of local government—called Groundwater Sustainability Agencies, or groundwater authorities 
for short. The idea was to encourage democratic collaboration in the making of groundwater sustainability plans—thus 
avoiding the fights that have long plagued water policy in California. These groundwater authorities, having been cre-
ated by local communities themselves, would be more inclined to listen to all stakeholders and to develop plans that 
would minimize local pain. 
 
But the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority—covering 11,000 square miles in the western Mojave, including 
parts of Kern, Inyo, and San Bernardino counties, which sit above a very large pool of groundwater—has disdained 
conciliation with an alarming ferocity. Last year, it approved a groundwater plan so politically incendiary that it might 
have shocked Thomas Hobbes, the philosopher who saw human life as a war of all against all.  If the plan survives 
multiple legal challenges, it could bring a swift end to agricultural production in an important region for pistachios, 
force the closure of the valley’s oldest business, and cut off water to the unincorporated rural community of Trona 
(pop. 1,900). The plan’s aggressive provisions also might extend this water war into the San Joaquin Valley, Los An-
geles, and the nation’s capital. 
 

 
At the heart of this conflict in California’s inland desert is, ironically, the United States Navy. The Indian Wells Valley 
is home to the Navy’s largest single landholding in the world, the Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake, covering 
1.1 million acres, an area larger than the state of Rhode Island. Ridgecrest, the biggest city in the valley, is a military 
town, owing its economy and its relatively high education levels to the presence of this installation devoted to the re-
search, development, acquisition, and testing of weapons systems. 
 
Local officials, led by former China Lake commander and Kern County supervisor Mick Gleason, have fought for dec-
ades to grow and protect the Navy base. To make sure that SGMA wouldn’t affect Navy water, they moved quickly to 
set up an authority in the Ridgecrest city hall that they controlled, and that largely excluded major water pumpers in 
industry and agriculture. In the process, the authority produced a plan for valley groundwater that is bizarrely one-
sided, even for the crazy world of California water. 
 
Rather than phasing in changes over the next two decades, as the law anticipates, the authority plan immediately im-
poses enormous pain through fees greater than $2,100 per acre foot of water—so high that they represent an effective 
ban on agriculture or water-needy industry in the valley. Mojave Pistachios, a major nut producer, says the fees would 
force it to abandon a $35 million investment in trees made in 2011, before SGMA. Searles Valley Minerals, a going 
concern since 1873, says its water bills would increase by 7,000 percent, forcing immediate closure and the loss of 
hundreds of jobs. 
 
Even stranger is the plan’s justification for such high fees, which could take this water war statewide: a need to pay for 
major infrastructure to import new water into the Mojave. Such a project is—quite literally—a pipe dream, since it 
would mean taking water that now goes to the Central Valley or Los Angeles, regions with more power than the Indi-
an Wells Valley. In addition, proposing the expensive moving of water into the desert is sure to draw the ire of envi-
ronmentalists. 
 
This ill-considered plan has already backfired. Pistachio growers and Searles refused to pay the fees and instead filed 
expensive lawsuits that could reduce the groundwater authority’s power and budget. The mineral company even 
launched a public campaign against the groundwater authority, with backing from residents and businesses of Trona, 
whose water supply is also at risk under the plan. Searles’ campaign highlights the fact that it is the only U.S.-based 

Such a project is—quite literally—a pipe dream, since it would mean taking water that now goes to the 
Central Valley or Los Angeles, regions with more power than the Indian Wells Valley. 
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company to produce a critical ingredient for the pharmaceutical glass used in COVID-19 vaccine vials. 
 
The controversy has drawn the attention of politicians far beyond the desert, in Sacramento and in Congress. And 
that in turn has brought wider scrutiny to, and created water risks for, the massive Naval base, which the groundwater 
plan was designed to protect. Searles, in legal documents, has attacked the Navy, claiming that its water rights are 
senior to that of the base. 
 
“The Indian Wells Valley is a microcosm of what can go wrong when the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
is implemented without adequate public participation and buy-in, and without detailed plans for a sustainable water 
future,” Searles vice president Burnell Blanchard wrote in Sacramento-based CalMatters. 
 
The good news is that compromise seems possible. While there are disputes over the models of how much water is 
being over drafted now, both sides agree that there is enough groundwater in the basin to last hundreds of years.  
 
The pistachio growers have proposed alternatives that would raise fees and reduce their water usage to the  authori-
ty’s preferred target, but over the two-decade period set up by the law. If a deal can’t be done, the state should step 
in, put the current plan on hold, and push the authority to renegotiate. 
 
Unfortunately, State leadership, when it comes to managing water and water infrastructure, is rarer than rain these 
days. And there are already signs of local conflict and litigation threats at other authorities. So, now would be a good 
time for the state legislature to send a message by beefing up oversight in SGMA. For starters, the state should pro-
vide more technical and financial support for the non-expert local residents and businesses designing these plans. 
California should also require that all stakeholders in a basin have real representation on the boards of groundwater 
authorities. 

By Lorry Wagner, Editor 
July 10, 2022 

 
When I first entered this water mess situation back in March of 2018, I started doing the research.  My life’s experi-
ence told me that one must start at the beginning of any problem, then follow the path to the current times in order to   
reach final resolution. Thus I went back to the beginning history of our water being taken before it got to us here in 
the Indian Wells Valley.  BINGO!  There it was!  The  MULHOLLAND and HIS WEALTHY FRIENDS!  Yes, that 
is the group that went into our Owens Valley to the north of Indian Wells Valley (IWV) and started their not only ille-
gal “taking of our water from the eastern side of our Sierra Nevada mountain range, but also suddenly property own-
ers died and their families threatened with the same if they did not sell their property to Mulholland and cohorts 
which became the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power! 
 
At the same time, the light went on shining on the fact that the headwaters flowing down into and through our IWV 
originate on Federal Government Land which is owned by we, the people.  That means that the Department of Interi-
or (D of I) down to BLM and the Department of Agriculture (D of A) down to the Forest Service ONLY MANAGE 
those Federal lands twice removed from we, the people who own that water;  the water flowing from those headwa-
ters on these Federal lands are under the final authority of the “we, the people who own of those headwaters” which 
arise on government land which are owned by we, the people.   
 
This puts the ownership authority into the hands of we, the people, NOT any government entity  BLM and the Forest 
Service are two steps down the line which, again,  makes them answerable to “we, the people.”   Since ALL water 
surfacing on Federal Lands belongs to we, the people, that is why “Our Plan” was written on that basis leaving the 
State of California completely out of that loop and sent to President Trump who was in the process of moving on this 
issue.   
 
We will continue to follow up on this only real solution to a mess that should never have happened in the first place 
until we get our water back and stop California, Los Angeles Department of Power and Water, Real Estate Develop-
ers in partnership with local politicians and every else that have their “fingers dipping into OUR WATER. 

So...We Go On and On About How to ADD MORE “Fix-Its” Instead of 
Actually Addressing the Original Cause of Our Water Mess In The 

First Place! 
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The reason the following  pages are repeated here is  
because more and more residents of not only our Indian Wells Valley and the state of California are new 

readers for each new issue, but also residents of other states have come aboard our readers’ list. 
 

So please just bear with the repeated pages and understand we have new readers continually joining us. 
 

Also, please feel free to share this Newsletter with all you know who are not only impacted by this 
government intrusion but also those who have a vote on anything that touches our overall water rights! 

The Three Volumes of “Our Plan” 
Submitted by the Private-Property Well Owners and Residents of The Indian Wells Valley 

 
This plan was sent to President Trump in September of 2018.  It also went to Rep. Kevin McCarthy, the Secretary of the De-

partment of Interior and the Secretary of the Department of Interior. 
President Trump directed the Department of Interior to address this issue.   

This newsletter will be available on our Website within a few days.  I will send out notice when it is 
available to the public. 

In addition, ALL our Newsletters starting in 2018 are available on our Website page. 
https://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 



Year 
 

2021 
 

2020 
 

2019 
 

2018 
 

2017 
 

2016 
 

2015 
 

2014 
 

2013 
 

2012 
 

2011 
 

2010 
 

2009 
 

2008 

Acre-Feet Pumped/Year Into LA’s Two Aqueducts 
 

78,980 acre feet  
 

168,000 acre feet...Revised 93,000 acre feet 
 

374,000 acre feet 
 

248,000 acre feet 
 

460,200 acre feet  (NOTE) 
 

114,000 acre feet 
 

42,400 acre feet 
 

85,510 estimated acre feet 
 

140,500 acre feet 
 

101,900 acre feet 
 

91,000 acre feet 
 

86,000 acre feet 
 

66,800 acre feet   
 

73,706 acre feet*  (see bottom of page) 

*Pending LA vs. Owens Valley Lawsuit Final Result 
 Requires LA reinstate water flow to Owens Lake. 

LA is currently now breaking this legal requirement and Owens Lake 
is drying up again! 

If anyone has the information on the outcome of this lawsuit, please 
share with lorrysda@gmail.com for publication in this newsletter! 

Remember, folks, our IWV is using approximately 30,000 acre feet per year at this present 
time.  Shut down LA’s two aqueducts take and...after that water replenishes all it has raped 

to date...our IWV aquifer will fill up again! 
ALSO REMEMBER...Our Northern Neighbor Inyo County IS SELLING OUR WATER TO 

LADWP Annually! 
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The Following Information Regarding How   
Many Acre Feet of Water LA’ S Two Aqueducts (at least that we 

know about) Annually Divert Into Their Two Aqueducts From The  
Lone Pine Area  and Thus Stop the Water That Should be  

Continuing on to Our Indian Wells Valley. 
The Information Below Is Available In the Contracts from 

2008 Through the Current Year 



On June 21, 2019, The U.S. Supreme Court Ruled That Property Owners May Sue in Federal Court 
Without Seeking a Just, Compensation Remedy in State Court First!   

 
Also remember that when we land owners sue through the CA State system, we pay twice!  Once for our 

own lawyers and a second time for the lawyers who are representing the State of California who are 
paid by our" TAX PAYERS’ $’s.  Bringing a  Class-Action Suit at the Federal Level should be negotiat-

ed for the lawyers’ payment to be by contingency so their payment is made from whatever settlement 
they win and we land owners are only forced to pay the CA Government legal costs with our CA tax $’s. 
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Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.  Please urge them 
to pass this and all our Newsletters around as far a possible. 

Also, you may add your replies and/or additional information for inclusion in our 
next edition...send to:  

 
 lorrysda@gmail.com  

 
Or snail mail to: Lorry Wagner, 8222 Athel, Inyokern, CA 93527 

lorrysda@gmail.com 

Telephone:  760-377-5579 

 You can download a copy of this and all previous newsletters to read or  print out for  additional 
copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  

http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 
 

Below is  contact information for the editor of this newsletter and our own website..   

Updated July 10, 2022 

  

  

We are now pursuing firms that will take on our fight with a Class-Action Law Suit against  
CA Government for breaking our CA State Constitution through Proposition 4 (1979) which requires the 
CA Government to pay all costs for any of their mandated requirements sent down to Counties, Cities,  

other entities, etc. plus the new U.S. Supreme Court changes to property-owners water rights. 
 

We also believe any competent legal firm will be able to add several more illegal  
actions by both our CA Government and their  

State Groundwater Sustainability Authority management in any law suit! 
 

We believe a Class Action Law Suit is the proper path to take and as per the new provisions by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, any such law suit should be filed at the Federal legal level and moved on up to the  U.S. 

Supreme Court if necessary! 
 

Please help us contact any Attorney Firms in you area and get back to us. 
Contact from any legal firm is welcome...we will gladly answer all questions! 

 
We original were in the position of understanding that no action could be taken “UNTIL” we, the peo-
ple can justify the facts that  California is breaking our CA Constitution and has jeopardized/damaged, 
etc. the private-property well owners and residents who live here in Indian Wells Valley and have been 

hit by California’s unlawful actions.  We have now been sucked into the Indian Wells Valley Water Dis-
trict vs. the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority.  We now have grounds to pursue our own de-

fense of this illegal threat to  our water rights and thus our lives.  

In addition,  across California  many other Business and Private Citizen lawsuits that have been filed in 
California by California attorneys; i.e., total waste of time and $’s.  Those private citizens bringing law 
suits should have been encouraged to file Class Action.  Perhaps it is not too late for them if we can get 

word to them!  If our readers know of anyone in that situation, please share our information.  We have to 
STOP this intrusion by the State of California.! 
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