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By Lorry Wagner, Editor 
March 3, 2022 

 

Good News...More Water Falls on Our Sierra Nevada Mountains 
Bad News...Inyo County Sends Our Water to LADWP 

  
The following pages are from the VC Star Newspaper, Ventura, CA.   Upon first pe-
rusal one is one intends to be jumping with joy.  Then, reality raises it’s nasty head! 
 
Immediately following the Star’s great article, I have again added a very important 
page which appears several times in our past newsletters; i.e., “How Much Water 
Does LA Take from Indian Wells Valley (IWV) Through Their Aqueducts”?  
 
Then every one of us that use water here in the IWV must understand that it is Inyo 
County that signs the agreement with LADWP that designates HOW MUCH water 
LA may divert into it’s two aqueducts.  Yes, that is the water that USED TO flow 
southward, keep Owens Lake full stopping that dust from blowing down into our val-
ley and also continuing to flow south into Antelope Valley with an underground 
branch flowing on down toward San Bernardino.   
 
Some of our past newsletters include much historic information plus pictures of how 
these aqueducts evolved and why they should have never happened.  This unfortunate 
(and illegal) man-made mess also had huge and negative impact on Owens Valley 
and all the ranches, farms and people who used to live there.  They created much 
meat and farm produce which they not only served Owens Valley but exported. 
 
“Our Plan” must include bringing not only Mono County and Inyo Count to work 
with Kern County but also all the population of these 3 counties.  We have to correct 
a terrible flaw that started back in 1905 when Mulholland and his “wealthy but 
greedy” (criminal??)  friends moved into Owens Valley, bought up ranches and 
farms...sometimes murder was involved and owners died...in order to “develop” land 
in the LA areas that had no water of their own.  Thus, the aqueducts that actually de-
stroy the above three counties at the least.  Check page 5, Year 2017...was another 
good weather year!  Yet our IWV never saw much increase from that huge increase 
in that water! 
 
No, it is not a slam dunk to go back and fix those astronomical and illegal man-made 
intrusions, but that is the ONLY approach that can “FIX IT” now.   



Packed onto the slopes of the Sierra Nevada is a precious source of water for California — a frozen reservoir that 
climate change is already transforming.  As the planet warms, the spring snowpack is dwindling. The snow is creep-
ing up mountainsides to higher elevations, melting earlier in the year and seeping into dry soils rather than washing 
into rivers and streams that feed reservoirs.  

The risks are no longer futuristic or theoretical: The state’s projections for how much water to expect from the Sierra 
Nevada were so far from reality last spring that reforming the process has become increasingly urgent. 

Western drought:  Is seawater desalination a silver bullet' to solve the California water crisis? 

The calculation for the Sacramento River region was off by 68%, leaving the state’s reservoirs with far less water 
supply than expected.   “If you’ve changed the climate and then you try to use statistics — which relies on what hap-
pened in the past — to predict the future, you’re already running into an issue,” David Rizzardo, manager of the Cal-
ifornia Department of Water Resources’ hydrology section, told CalMatters.  State officials are altering their fore-
casts to take into account the myriad ways climate change is reshaping California, from warming temperatures to 
soil dryness. The stakes are huge: The Sierra Nevada snowpack provides about a third of California’s water supply.  

Some California water watchers wonder: What’s taken so long? We’re way past the time when we could ignore cli-
mate change,” said Peter Gleick, a climate and water scientist who co-founded the Pacific Institute, a global water 
think-tank. “The water agencies really need to get on the ball here. Can you tell I’m a little frustrated?”  

The process is complex, requiring a massive expansion of data collection from the state’s snowpack and watersheds, 
and an overhaul to the forecast calculations.  “We’ve been forecasting since 1930. This is a complete overhaul,” said 
Sean de Guzman, manager of the state’s Department of Water Resources’ snow surveys and water supply forecast-
ing section. 

Snowpack: How it’s measured and why it matters! 
 
When the weather warms and the rain stops, melting snow courses into waterways, then into reservoirs, faucets and 
sprinklers — supplying California’s homes, farms and wildlife right when they need it most.  To keep close tabs on 
this precious resource, engineers like de Guzman plunge tubes into the snow to gauge its depth and water content, 
blanket remote mountains with sensors and weather stations and scan the snow cover from planes flying over water-
sheds.  
 
We’re way past the time when we could ignore climate change,” said Peter Gleick, a climate and water scientist who 
co-founded the Pacific Institute, a global water think-tank. “The water agencies really need to get on the ball here. 
Can you tell I’m a little frustrated?”                                                                                              

Continued on next page 
 

Snow falling: As climate warms, overhauling California water 
projections gains urgency 

Taken on February 1, 2022, on the  
Sierra Nevada Mountain Range. 

Photo by Kenneth James, Dept. of CA Resource. 
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The process is complex, requiring a massive expansion of data collection from the state’s snowpack and watersheds, 
and an overhaul to the forecast calculations.  

“We’ve been forecasting since 1930. This is a complete overhaul,” said Sean de Guzman, manager of the state’s De-
partment of Water Resources’ snow surveys and water supply forecasting section. 

Snowpack: How it’s measured and why it matters 
When the weather warms and the rain stops, melting snow courses into waterways, then into reservoirs, faucets and 
sprinklers — supplying California’s homes, farms and wildlife right when they need it most. 

To keep close tabs on this precious resource, engineers like de Guzman plunge tubes into the snow to gauge its depth 
and water content, blanket remote mountains with sensors and weather stations and scan the snow cover from planes 
flying over watersheds.  

 “To know that this change is happening, and yet we’re all just living our lives and turning on the tap and using water as 
we always have done…it gives me a sense of appreciation for the fragility of the system that we have,” Jones said.   
Though drought grips California once again, the snowpack wasn’t as scarce last year as it was in 2015. It was calculated 
at about 59% of normal in April 2021. But it took only one month for that snowpack to dwindle to 22% of normal in 
May. And, worse still, the rapidly melting snow didn’t refill rivers and reservoirs as expected. 

Instead, it soaked into thirsty soils or disappeared into the air. By May, the runoff forecast for the Sacramento Valley 
had dropped by about 700,000 acre feet — enough water to supply 2.1 million Southern California households. All told, 
the forecasts overestimated runoff by 68% for the Sacramento River region and by 45% or more for major watersheds 
farther south, according to a state report.   

“That was basically something we had never seen before. We have these various relationships that tell us if we have this 
much snow, you can expect this much water,” de Guzman said. “And that basically fell apart in 2021.”   Gleick said the 
overestimate had massive ramifications for the environment and the year ahead. For instance, when there was less water 
than projected, operators of the state and federal water projects petitioned regulators to relax requirements aimed at pre-
venting saltwater from tainting key Delta water supplies in order to preserve more water in storage.   

The shortfall was no surprise to Gleick, whose own research in the 1980s warned that climate change would shrink the 
snowpack.  
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The Sierra Nevada Mountain Range  
Looking Across the Alabama Hills From the Owens Valley Where Many Motion 

Pictures Have Been Filmed Over the Years!  



Better data is already in the works. Ten years ago, the Department of Water Resources teamed up with NASA’s Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory to conduct detailed surveys of snow cover from airplanes equipped with a remote sensing device 
called lidar and other instruments.   So far, the surveys have been limited to five of the state’s watersheds. Though the 
partnership with NASA has ended, the list will almost double this year with the addition of the Feather, Yuba, Truckee 
and Carson rivers.  These measurements will be critical for feeding new, data-hungry models informed by climate fac-
tors and incorporating more information about the watersheds themselves, such as vegetation, temperature and soil 
moisture.  

More:  Amazon and Google pledged to fight climate change. Are they doing it? 

New technology, including sensors that quickly assess the snowpack’s temperature and how much water it contains, are 
now being test-driven by the University of California, Berkeley’s Central Sierra Snow Lab and state officials.  The 
question is whether the scientists will have to start from scratch and build a new model “or are there ways that we can 
tweak the existing models to really make them more accurate again?” said Andrew Schwartz, the snow lab’s lead scien-
tist and station manager.  “The old models that have been developed for this runoff no longer really apply to today’s 
climate, because the climate has changed already,” he said.   “I would have suggested fixing the algorithms by the year 
1990. But that didn’t happen,” he said. “So the best time to do it is right now.”   

Turning up the forecasts Revamping runoff forecasts will require collecting better data about the dwindling snowpack 
and creating more comprehensive models that better capture the changing conditions. 
“It’s an understandable concern, (but) it isn’t easy science,” Rizzardo said. 

“What last year did was say, ‘Okay, we just need to kick all this into high gear, and figure out a way to get it done.’ “ 
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Summation From Your Editor 
(Lorry Wagner) 

 
Having lived through much so-called climate change for many, many years and watched how Mother Nature simply 
changes her mind periodically which, I have been told by those in my past who were much older than myself at the time, 
Mother Nature does have a “rhythm” by which she operates.  The eastern side of our Sierras has been identified with 
weather changes from “more dry” to “more wet” approximately every 70 years.   
 
Of course those of us who have studied history...many of us have never stopped studying...also know that over the centu-
ries Mother Nature has made unbelievably huge changes, but we deal with so-call current changes within the past about 
2,000 centuries.  Yes, Indians have lived throughout our areas going back hundreds of years.  We know that since arti-
facts have been found and their age identified. 
 
There has been information flying around that LADWP is trying to go to desalination.   Yes, I believe LADWP wants 
more water.  But “more” is the key word.  LADWP is not seeking desalination to replace what they are 
“STEALING” (yes...stealing) from all the water on the eastern side of the Sierras, they are diverting all the water they 
can northern of them to not only supply water to all that developed property but also LADWP is BANKING as much 
water as they can.  This has to be stopped!   
 
Perhaps instead of our own IWVWD trying to manipulate our own private-property well owners they should include in 
their lawsuit “Our Plan” to shut down these LADWP aqueducts and also stop LA from “Banking” all the water north of 
them that they can reach! 
 
From beginning to put together “Our Plan”, it has evolved more and more into much more than shutting LADWP’s aq-
ueducts down.  This is a major nightmare that Mullholland and his wealthy but less-than-legal friends started.  This 
should have been nipped in the bud many years ago.  Unfortunately our residents just didn’t see what the future held.  
Now it is up to us to make sure that water rights are NEVER exploited by Real Estate Developers, local and county poli-
ticians just to garner $’s and most importantly the State of California.  None of these entities should ever have power 
over water without “at least” approval of every aspect by we, the people citizens and property owners.   
 
Oh, by the way, we also need to stop any foreign country entity or people from property ownership in the United States 
of America.   This is a large part of the water problems in California and Arizona, at the least.   



Year 
 

2021 
 

2020 
 

2019 
 

2018 
 

2017 
 

2016 
 

2015 
 

2014 
 

2013 
 

2012 
 

2011 
 

2010 
 

2009 
 

2008 
 

Acre-Feet Pumped/Year Into LA’s Two Aqueducts 
 

78,980 acre feet  
 

168,000 acre feet...Revised 93,000 acre feet 
 

374,000 acre feet 
 

248,000 acre feet 
 

460,200 acre feet 
 

114,000 acre feet 
 

42,400 acre feet 
 

85,510 estimated acre feet 
 

140,500 acre feet 
 

101,900 acre feet 
 

91,000 acre feet 
 

86,000 acre feet 
 

66,800 acre feet   
 

73,706 acre feet*  (see bottom of page) 
 

*Pending LA vs. Owens Valley Lawsuit Final Result 

 Requires LA reinstate water flow to Owens Lake. 

LA is currently now breaking this legal requirement and Owens Lake 
is drying up again! 

Remember, folks, our IWV is using approximately 30,000 acre feet per year at this present time.  Shut 
what down LA’s two aqueducts take and...after that water replenishes all it has raped to date...our IWV 

aquifer will fill up again! 
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The Following Information Regarding How   
Many Acre Feet of Water LA’ Two Aqueducts (at least that 

we know about) Divert from Owens Lake and Thus 
Ultimately the Indian Wells Valley 

  for the Owens Valley/LADWP Contracts From 
2008 Through the Current Year 

This information and pictures appeared in our 2019 Newsletter No. 11!   
Reminders of such importance are always refreshing! 



On June 21, 2019, The U.S. Supreme Court Ruled That Property Owners May Sue in Federal Court 
Without Seeking a Just, Compensation Remedy in State Court First!   

 

Also remember that when we land owners sue through the CA State system, we pay twice!  Once for our 
own lawyers and a second time for the lawyers who are representing the State of California who are 

paid by our" TAX PAYERS’ $’s.  Bringing a  Class-Action Suit at the Federal Level should be negotiat-
ed for the lawyers’ payment to be by contingency so their payment is made from whatever settlement 
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Updated July 22, 2021 



Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances. 
Also, you may add your replies and/or additional information for inclusion in our 

next edition...send to:  
 

 lorrysda@gmail.com  
 

Or snail mail to: Lorry Wagner, 8222 Athel, Inyokern, CA 93527 

lorrysda@gmail.com 

Telephone:  760-377-5579 

 
 You can download a copy of this and all previous newsletters to read or  print out for  additional 

copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  
http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

 

Below is  contact information for the editor of this newsletter and our own website..   

Updated March 3, 2022 

  

  

We are now pursuing firms that will take on our fight with a Class-Action Law Suit against  
CA Government for breaking our CA State Constitution through Proposition 4 (1979) which requires the 
CA Government to pay all costs for any of their mandated requirements sent down to Counties, Cities,  

other entities, etc. plus the new U.S. Supreme Court changes to property-owners water rights. 
 

We also believe any competent legal firm will be able to add several more illegal  
actions by both our CA Government and their  

State Groundwater Sustainability Authority management to any law suit! 
 

We believe a Class Action Law Suit is the proper path to take and as per the new provisions by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, any such law suit should be filed at the Federal legal level and moved on up to the  U.S. 

Supreme Court if necessary! 
 

Please help us contact any Attorney Firms in you area and get back to us. 
Contact from any legal firm is welcome...we will gladly answer all questions! 

 
We original were in the position of understanding that no action could be taken “UNTIL” we, the peo-
ple can justify the facts that  California is breaking our CA Constitution and has jeopardized/damaged, 
etc. the private-property well owners and residents who live here in Indian Wells Valley and have been 

hit by California’s unlawful actions.  We have now been sucked into the Indian Wells Valley Water Dis-
trict vs. the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority.  We now have grounds to pursue our own de-

fense of this illegal threat to  our water rights and thus our lives.  

In addition,  across California  many other Business and Private Citizen lawsuits that have been filed in 
California by California attorneys; i.e., total waste of time and $’s.  Those private citizens bringing law 
suits should have been encouraged to file Class Action.  Perhaps it is not too late for them if we can get 

word to them!  If our readers know of anyone in that situation, please share our information.  We have to 
STOP this intrusion by the State of California.! 
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