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If We the People Do Not Stop LA’s  

 By Lorry Wagner, Editor 
October 14, 2022 

 
Again, I wish to share  that I received the following information for this fol-
low-up to Newsletter 9 yesterday. And, again,  huge thank you must go out to 
all who do so much research in the areas of our “water mess” and continually 
share that exposure with me with their permission to include their constant 
findings and updates in our newsletters.  Please remember that our newsletters 
are not only shared with those of us here the Indian Wells Valley  who have 
signed onto our mailing list, it also  goes to many readers in our neighboring 
17 Western States and, in addition reaches an ever greater mass of folks via 
our website including other countries.  Rest assured that the U.S. is not the 
only country in the world that has water issues, some very different than our 
own.   

 
The following article is submitted to us by:  Gilbert Garcia 

A California city's water supply is expected to 
run out in two months 

  Article By:  Joshua Partlow, The Washington Post 
October 10, 2022 

  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

    Coalinga, Calif., may run out of water later this year,  
forcing it to pay market price for more. 

Washington Post photo by Matt McClain.  

http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

“TAKING” Our Water! 



COALINGA, Calif. - The residents of this sun-scorched city feel California's endless drought when the dust 
lifts off the brown hills and flings grit into their living rooms. They see it when they drive past almond trees 
being ripped from the ground for lack of water and the new blinking sign at the corner of Elm and Cherry 
warning: "No watering front yard lawns." 
 
The fire chief noticed it when he tested hydrants in August - a rare occurrence as Coalinga desperately seeks 
to conserve water - and the first one shot out a foot-long block of compacted dirt. The second one ejected 
like a can of Axe body spray. 
 
The schools superintendent could only think drought on the first day of school when a 4-year-old fell onto 
unwatered turf, breaking an arm; or when the chain saws dropped three coastal redwoods outside Henry F. 
Bishop Elementary that had withered and died. Superintendent Lori Villanueva even lost a portion of her 
own right lung last year from a drought-aggravated illness, valley fever, that's caused by breathing soil fun-
gus whipped up off the dry ground. 
 
But what lies ahead might be far worse for the 17,000 residents living amid the oil derricks and cattle farms 
on the western edge of the state's Central Valley. Coalinga has only one source of water - a shrinking allot-
ment from an aqueduct managed by the federal government - and officials are projecting the city will use up 
that amount before the end of the year. 
 
That looming threat has left city officials racing between meetings in Sacramento and phone calls to the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation seeking to increase their water supply. Some residents have begun stockpiling five-
gallon water jugs in their homes, while many expect major spikes in their water bills. If Coalinga can't find 
relief, it would be forced to buy additional water on the open market at exorbitant prices that could swamp 
the city's budget. 
 
That was the grim scenario facing Mayor Ron Ramsey when he rapped his knuckles on the table and cursed 
at a City Council meeting in early August. Everyone but Ramsey had just voted to ban watering front yards 
and to ramp up penalties on overuse - measures they conceded would not save nearly what was needed. But 
it was more than Ramsey could stomach. 
 
"It's too much. Too fast," Ramsey told the room. On top of that, he said, it wasn't fair. 
"Go to the state capitol and they got green grass, don't they?" he said. "They can do it, but why can't we?" 
Coalinga, named for its history as a coal mining town, is a small Republican outpost in liberal California. 
The city had already defied state leadership in 2020, passing a resolution that declared all businesses essen-
tial to avoid mandatory pandemic closures. When it was time for the state to distribute covid-19 relief funds 
to municipalities, Coalinga didn't get any. 
 
The water shortage felt to some like another kind of retaliation.  "How do you not give farmers water when 
they feed everybody unless you're trying to put them out of business?" asked Scott Netherton, owner of 
Coalinga's lone movie theater and executive director of its chamber of commerce.  "It feels like we're being 
singled out, small towns," he said. "It's like they're trying to force them out to where you've got to move into 
the bigger cities." 
 
Coalinga's brackish groundwater has never been a reliable option. Before a canal was completed in the early 
1970s that connected Coalinga to a major aqueduct, the city relied on water delivered by train. After a 1983 
earthquake that destroyed some 300 homes in town and spread concerns about water contamination, resi-
dents resorted to donations; Anheuser-Busch sent drinking water to Coalinga in beer cans and bottles. 
But the drought has made residents question the very survival of their city.  "We've never been this bad 
where they said we're going to run out of water," Mayor Ramsey said. 
   
A future with far less access to water 
 
The most severe drought in the American West since the 9th century is now in its 23rd year. All across the 
region, communities are confronting shortages worse than they have ever known. The biggest reservoirs    
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have fallen to record lows. Whole neighborhoods have lost their water supply as wells have gone dry. States 
along the dwindling Colorado River are negotiating water cuts that could bring dramatic disruptions to some 
of the country's most important agricultural belts. 
 
The hotter and drier climate has forced California and other states to reckon with a future in which they will 
have access to far less water, even as populations continue to grow. In August, Gov. Gavin Newsom (D) pre-
sented a 19-page plan to deal with the expected loss of 10 percent of the state's water supply by 2040.  "The 
hots are getting a lot hotter. The dries are getting a lot drier," Newsom told reporters at the time. "We have to 
adapt to that new reality, and we have to change our approach." 
 
California started the year with its driest four months on record. Snowpack in the Sierra Nevada this year 
was a small fraction of the historical average. Depleted reservoirs have led to restrictions on outdoor water-
ing for millions of state residents.  Coalinga's water comes from the San Luis Reservoir, about 90 miles to 
the north, and is delivered along a portion of the California Aqueduct that was built in the 1960s and helped 
fuel the region's agricultural growth. This is part of the Central Valley Project, a network of dams, reservoirs 
and canals now severely hobbled by drought. 
 
Farmers received no allocation from that network this year; municipalities and industrial users were limited 
to what the Bureau of Reclamation calculates as their "public health and safety" needs - a first in the history 
of the Central Valley Project, which dates to the 1930s.  For Coalinga, that meant 1,920 acre-feet of water - a 
quarter of its historic allotment and just over half of what it expected to consume this year. Federal officials 
raised that in April to 2,500 acre-feet - a level that still fell more than 1,000 acre-feet short of what Coalinga 
needed. An acre-foot is about 326,000 gallons, what it would take to cover an acre of land with one foot of 
water. 

Over the summer, city officials calculated the city's supply would run out by mid-September.  Beyond that 
point, if Coalinga kept using water from the aqueduct, it would belong to someone else.  "You don't have the 
right to take that water," was the message Sean Brewer, Coalinga's assistant city manager, said he got from 
Reclamation officials. 

The bureau said in a statement that it had been working closely with Coalinga on its "unique water supply 
circumstances and challenges." Brewer agreed that the bureau has been "extremely helpful" even as its 
"hands are tied." Federal officials gave him names of vendors who might sell the city the extra water it need-
ed. But as Brewer worked his way down the list of irrigation districts, farmers and other private interests, the 
news wasn't good.  "Nobody has water to sell right now," he said.  Those who do are not selling it cheap. 

"I cringe when I say this," Brewer told the City Council on Aug. 4, as he reported that water that normally 
cost the city $190 per acre-foot was being sold on the open market for as much as $2,500 per acre-foot. The 
city might need up to $2.5 million to buy enough water to last the year, he said. The city's entire budget is 
$10 million.  "We just don't have $2.5 million to buy water," City Council member Adam Adkisson said in 
an interview, calling the water prices "criminal."  "In a natural disaster, you can't increase the cost of bottled 
water 2,000 percent; you'd go to jail for that," he said. "But somehow these people can increase it 2,000 per-
cent and everything's just fine." 

Fear of that kind of "drought profiteering" prompted state Sen. Melissa Hurtado (D) to write Attorney Gen-
eral Merrick Garland in May asking for an investigation into the anti-competitive practices of hedge funds 
and other investors that "literally steal our most life dependent resource from ourselves and future genera-
tions in exchange for a profit."  Hurtado talked to Adkisson in August as he was searching for a solution for 
Coalinga and found him "in panic mode."  "The price of water, the cost of water, is increasing, but it's not 
just going to be to the Central Valley; it's going to be statewide," Hurtado said. "We're in a crisis situation in 
a matter of weeks, I think." 
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What do you do when the water runs out?' 

In the High Times marijuana store - a burgeoning industry for Coalinga, which has two prominent dispensa-
ries downtown and a pot farm run out of a defunct prison owned by Bob Marley's son Damian - manager Luis 
Zamora is just starting to register a new level of concern about the water crisis. 

"Just in the last probably two days, I've had people asking me, like, what do you do when the water runs 
out?"  He laughed.  "Exactly. What do you do?" 

Coalinga has tried to get tough on water waste. The city has code enforcers and even police officers patrolling 
for water violations. The city put a moratorium on building swimming pools, raised water rates several times 
and last year began imposing "drought fees" for overuse. But the city soon voted to refund the $277,000 it 
had raised in fees because water use wasn't declining enough.  "It was supposed to be a deterrent," said Neth-
erton, the chamber of commerce's executive director. "It wasn't deterring anybody." 

Zamora has been slowly stockpiling five-gallon water bottles at home - he's up to nine of them. He has 
stopped watering his lawn and watched as his neighbors' yards have also turned brown. But others' lawns in 
town are still green, and residents are keenly aware who is still watering.  "They encourage people to kind of 
rat each other out, out here," Zamora said. "So if you water, people will be taking pictures of you." 

"I'm watching your yard," Mary Jones, a Coalinga resident, told Mayor Ramsey at an Aug. 18 City Council 
meeting.  Ramsey, who had by then accepted the ban on watering front lawns, resorted to spraying on his 
own remedy to keep his lawn looking nice.  "Hey, you know why mine's green?" he asked Jones. "I painted 
it." 

"I would paint mine, too, but it's dirt," she responded. "I can't fool anyone with dirt." 

 A short-term reprieve 

Coalinga's two biggest water users sit next to each other on a lonely two-lane road several miles outside of 
town. The Pleasant Valley State Prison and the Department of State Hospitals-Coalinga, a psychiatric hospi-
tal for sexually violent predators, together consume about 20 percent of the city's water allocation. And both 
institutions have told the city they can't conserve more water than they already do. 

Outside the psychiatric hospital, there is a long row of coastal redwoods that appear green and bushy, a land-
scaping flourish Coalinga residents view with increasing suspicion.  "Go look at our coastal redwoods in our 
medians; they're all dead. The ones at the school? Dead," said Adkisson, the council member. "I think there's 
opportunities for them to conserve when it comes to landscaping." 

The hospital has operated under a drought plan for the past eight years. The facility has removed most grass 
from "non-patient care areas," has removed shrubs and plants, has resorted to controlled shower times, close-
ly monitors leaks and "continues to make every effort" to use water efficiently, according to Ralph Montano, 
a spokesman for the Department of State Hospitals.  "Unfortunately, [the hospital's] coastal redwoods are 
brown and dying from lack of water also," Montano said in a statement. 

The prison did not respond to requests for comment. 

City officials argued that the burden of saving water on behalf of the two state-run institutions was unfairly 
being borne by residents. In August, with Coalinga just weeks from running out of water, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation responded by increasing the city's allotment by 531 acre-feet "to assist with meeting public health 
and safety needs," the bureau said in a statement. 

Page 4 Newsletter No. 10 Private Property Well Owners and Residents of 
 Indian ells Valley,  October 14, 2022 



Page 5 Newsletter No. 10 Private Property Well Owners and Residents of 
 Indian ells Valley,  October 14, 2022 

But Coalinga officials say they are still about 600 acre-feet short and that buying additional supplies re-
mains extremely expensive. They now project they will run out of water sometime in early December. 

When that happens, no one knows exactly what to expect.  "You don't want to say that they'll never turn 
the water off. I don't see how they could," Mayor Ramsey said. "I hate to say this, but with the government 
we have right now, you never know." 

  
 
 
 
 

The Three Volumes of “Our Plan” 
Submitted by the Private-Property Well Owners and Residents of The Indian Wells Valley 

This plan was sent to President Trump in September of 2018.  It also went to Rep. Kevin McCarthy, the Secretary 
of the Department of Interior and the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture. 

President Trump directed the Department of Interior to address this issue before leaving office.   
Our Plan has been constantly updated with all new information including every newsletter we have created since 
the first one back in June of 2018.  We have included all updates in OUR PLAN which have been sent to or are 
being held until sending to the above Federal level Offices, including President Trump, Representative Kevin 
McCarthy, the Secretary of the Department of Interior and the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture. 



Year 
 

2022 
 

2021 
 

2020 
 

2019 
 

2018 
 

2017 
 

2016 
 

2015 
 

2014 
 

2013 
 

2012 
 

2011 
 

2010 
 

2009 
 

Acre-Feet Pumped/Year Into LA’s Two Aqueducts 
 

78,890 acre feet 
 

78,980 acre feet  
 

168,000 acre feet...Revised 93,000 acre feet 
 

374,000 acre feet 
 

248,000 acre feet 
 

460,200 acre feet  (NOTE) 
 

114,000 acre feet 
 

42,400 acre feet 
 

85,510 estimated acre feet 
 

140,500 acre feet 
 

101,900 acre feet 
 

91,000 acre feet 
 

86,000 acre feet 
 

66,800 acre feet   
 

*Pending LA vs. Owens Valley Lawsuit Final Result 
 Requires LA reinstate water flow to Owens Lake. 

LA is currently now breaking this legal requirement and Owens Lake 
is drying up again! 

If anyone has the information on the outcome of this lawsuit, please 
share with lorrysda@gmail.com for publication in our next newsletter! 

Remember, folks, our IWV is using approximately 30,000 acre feet per year at this present 
time.  Shut down LA’s two aqueducts take and...after that water replenishes all it has raped 

to date...our IWV aquifer will fill up again! 
ALSO REMEMBER...Our Northern Neighbor Inyo County IS SELLING OUR WATER TO 

LADWP Annually! 
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The Following Information Regarding How   
Many Acre Feet of Water LA’ S Two Aqueducts (at least that we 

know about) Annually Divert Into Their Two Aqueducts From The  
Lone Pine Area  and Thus Stop the Water That Should be  

Continuing on to Our Indian Wells Valley. 
The Information Below Is Available In the Contracts from 

2008 Through the Current Year 



On June 21, 2019, The U.S. Supreme Court Ruled That Property Owners May Sue in Federal Court 
Without Seeking a Just, Compensation Remedy in State Court First!   

 
Also remember that when we land owners sue through the CA State system, we pay twice!  Once for our 

own lawyers and a second time for the lawyers who are representing the State of California who are 
paid by our" TAX PAYERS’ $’s.  Bringing a  Class-Action Suit at the Federal Level should be negotiat-

ed for the lawyers’ payment to be by contingency so their payment is made from whatever settlement 
they win and we land owners are only forced to pay the CA Government legal costs with our CA tax $’s. 

Updated July 22, 2021 
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Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.  Please urge them 
to pass this and all our Newsletters around as far a possible. 

Also, you may add your replies and/or additional information for inclusion in our 
next edition...send to:  
 lorrysda@gmail.com  

Or snail mail to: Lorry Wagner, 8222 Athel Avenue, Inyokern, CA 93527 

lorrysda@gmail.com 
Telephone:  1-760-377-5579 

 You can download a copy of this newsletter and all previous newsletters to read or  print out additional 
copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  

http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 
 

Below is  contact information for the editor of this newsletter and the link to our own website.  

Updated October 6, 2022 

  

  

We are now pursuing firms that will take on our fight with a Class-Action Law Suit against  
CA Government for breaking our CA State Constitution through Proposition 4 (1979) which requires the 
CA Government to pay all costs for any of their mandated requirements sent down to Counties, Cities,  

other entities, etc. plus the new U.S. Supreme Court changes to property-owners water rights. 
 

We also believe any competent legal firm will be able to add several more illegal  
actions by both our CA Government and their  

State Groundwater Sustainability Authority management in any law suit! 
 

We believe a Class Action Law Suit is the proper path to take and as per the new provisions by the U.S. 
Supreme Court, any such law suit should be filed at the Federal legal level and moved on up to the  U.S. 

Supreme Court if necessary! 
 

Please help us contact any Attorney Firms in you area and get back to us. 
Contact from any legal firm is welcome...we will gladly answer all questions! 

 
We original were in the position of understanding that no action could be taken “UNTIL” we, the peo-
ple can justify the facts that  California is breaking our CA Constitution and has jeopardized/damaged, 
etc. the private-property well owners and residents who live here in Indian Wells Valley and have been 

hit by California’s unlawful actions.  We have now been sucked into the Indian Wells Valley Water Dis-
trict vs. the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority.  We now have grounds to pursue our own de-

fense of this illegal threat to  our water rights and thus our lives.  

In addition,  across California  many other Business and Private Citizen lawsuits that have been filed in 
California by California attorneys; i.e., total waste of time and $’s.  Those private citizens bringing law 
suits should have been encouraged to file Class Action.  Perhaps it is not too late for them if we can get 

word to them!  If our readers know of anyone in that situation, please share our information.  We have to 
STOP this intrusion by the State of California.! 
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