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September 27, 2021 

   
One of the following two articles brings forth information on our “so-called” 
drought-caused issues.  However, these reporters never tell the absolute true 
story of the basic reasons for our water mess.  In addition, many of our folks 
that do have great input also do not seem to start with the actual basic cause 
and primary impact that traces down water shortages back to the origin which 
actually created this problem in the first place.  Yes, in some areas drought is 
the basic cause of “less” water available for that area.  But the basic cause can 
be traced in almost all of the water shortage causes to the simple understanding 
that Real Estate Promotors working with local political entities have (and still 
are) developing areas that do NOT HAVE THEIR OWN NATURALLY PRO-
VIDED UNDERGROUND AND/OR NATURAL RUNNING SURFACE 
WATER? 
 
In other words, any areas that cannot supply their own water from their own 
areas should never be developed beyond their own natural water sources.  This 
is why so much of Southern California’s overdevelopment in dryer areas must 
go to desalination using California’s Pacific Coast for their water.  In addition, 
any future development must never take water from any other area to supply 
their own water-short areas; i.e.,  stop the over– and wrong-type of develop-
ment.  Allow local development ONLY to what that area can support from 
their own natural water source(s) available.  This will take restructure of our 
California Constitution which somehow seems to be subject to changes that 
we, the people have never voted into law legally, is constantly tweaked/twisted 
by our legal world to fit whatever someone or some entity needs to pursue their 
personal agenda and is completely erroneous in water address.   
 
The second article reports on the Trona Meeting held at the Trona Elks Lodge 
on July 29, 2021.  This article does cover some very important areas of the wa-
ter problems in Trona’s area caused by...YES...IWVGA/SGMA/California 
Government! 
 
Here is the simple solution for our own Indian Wells Valley!  We recognize 
that the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP) is 
“DRAINING” water from the eastern side of our Sierra Nevada Mountain 
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Range.  Fact...LADWP is taking/stealing our water. 
 
In addition, we recognize and acknowledge that LADWP is also draining water from the western side of this 
mountain range, thus drying up huge portions of the San Joaquin/Central Valley but lets let those folks deal 
with that problem.  We know how to at least resolve our own LADWP mess. 
 
We here in the Indian Wells Valley are under threat of having our own IWVGA via SGMA/CA Government 
think they can force each of us to pay $’s to  them to pay for all the bills/costs, etc. IWVGA has spent and con-
tinues to spend. IWVGA seems to believe all of us using water in the IWV are “obligated” to pay IWVGA’s  
bills.  This seems to include  all residents purchasing water provided by the local Indian Wells Valley Water 
Company and/or by property owners who have their own, private wells and who  pay the electric, upkeep and 
all repair bills out of their own pockets.  Remember, we residents of IWV have NEVER approved any spend-
ing done by the IWVGA!  
 
Hmmm!  Why in the world do we, here in the IWV have to pay any for our water?  No!  Instead lets 
make LADWP raise their water rates to all who use their water...which, of course, includes all the water 
they drain out of our side of the Sierra Nevada mountain range.  LADWP  deposits that additional fee in 
a special account which will be restricted to be used to build their desolation plant of adequate size to 
replace the water LA is taking from our eastern side of the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range.  Thus, 
LADWP pays for their entire areas of over developments that cannot supply their own water instead of 
taking/stealing water from other areas and destroying other property and home owners. 
 
Other areas which LADWP is also draining of their water can certainly jump aboard to force LADWP to ex-
pand that cost of desalination to cover whatever size is required to replace the water LADWP which must also 
include any other areas of Southern California who are also draining water from other areas.  Also, we must all 

Let’s Look at the Information That News Papers and Unknowledgeable People 
Continue to Circle Around That Do Not Address the Real Problem/Cause 

and 
How to Permanently Correct This Mess  

 
Yes, drought issues are “partially” to blame, but the primary causes of water shortage in huge areas of Califor-
nia have been caused by politicians (local and state wide) working with Real Estate Developers who have irre-
sponsibly just jumped in and developed areas that do not have natural water  to support such development 
caused by greed instead of respect  and understanding of the actual and natural facts of that land.   
 
We, the people, who are the owners of the water under the property they own and/or have access to the water 
flowing through or on the borders of their property in addition to the water flowing from the head waters on 
government land which is also owned by we, the people must retake control of our water laws from local poli-
ticians, real-estate promotors, the State of California and certainly from the lawyers and attorneys.   
 
The following two articles prove how the above-described factors are really detrimental to the real solution to 
the vast water problems which have been caused by CA politics, local politics and Real Estate development 
combined which have created our water disasters. None of today’s reporting truly addresses the real cause of 
our water problems.  Neither does our political world that has imposed SGMA down into our pocket books 
and lives. 

Western Water Cuts 
1440 Daily Digest  

<DailyDigest@email.join1440.com>  
 

Federal officials declared a water shortage at Lake Mead yesterday, the first time such a designation has been 
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Community activist Regina Troglin stands between 
two water pipes owned by Searles Valley Minerals 

that supply water to Trona  
(Irfan Kan/Lost Angeles Times 

made within the Colorado River basin. The declaration is expected to trigger cuts in water allocation in south-
western states beginning next year. Under the Tier 1 cuts (paywall, WSJ), Arizona will see its allocation fall 
by 18%, Nevada by 7%, and Mexico by 5%. If water levels continue to fall, other states, including California, 
will see reductions 
 
The nation's largest reservoir by capacity, Lake Mead has become a visual symbol of the decades-long drought 
affecting the broader region.  The lake currently sits at 35% of its full capacity, the lowest on record. The Col-
orado River, which feeds the lake, recorded its driest 12-month period on record between May 2020 and April 
2021. 
 
The river system fuels the Hoover Dam, producing hydroelectric power for roughly 1.3 million users. The dam 
will keep producing electricity—at lower efficiencies—until the water level hits 950 feet (current depth is 
around 1,070 feet, down from the maximum of 1,220 feet. 
 
 
NOTE From the Editor:  As explained in Newsletter No. 2021 No. 5, Las Vegas area allowed Real Estate 
Developers and Nevada politicians to approve and build masses of homes in the surrounding area, especial-
ly to the east and south west of the city.  When one drives to Las Vegas from Barstow on Highway 15 one 
can see the very large developed area just from the highway.  All this development contributes to massive 
use of water which, of course, comes from Lake Mead.   
 

When reports like the above completely leave out any mention of “” there are water problems,  

 
A 7.1 Earthquake Couldn’t Kill This Mojave Desert town. 

But A Water War Just Might 
By Thomas Curwen 
Los Angeles Times 

September 23, 2021   
 

                                                                           On the northern edge of the Mojave Desert, a new trauma has                                    
awakened old concerns:  What happens if a town’s water gets 
shut off?  The question keeps Danny Tolbert awake most 
nights. 
 
Two Years ago his taps ran dry after a 7.1 earthquake nearly 
brought down his house and community.  This was three 
months before his stroke, before he learned how diseased his 
heart was. 
 
“I don’t want to die without knowing your OK,” he has re-
peatedly told his wife, Ronnie.  Good for at least a month, she 
says, if we’re careful. 

Ronnie Talbert, 62, a Trona resident, speaks at a meeting held to voice 
opposition to a new groundwater replacement fee being imposed by 

Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority 
(Irfan Kan/Lost Angeles Times 



But careful isn’t enough for the Tolberts and their neighbors, who are caught up in a water war that threat-
ens their beat-up yet determined town and valley of nearly 1700 people. 

 
Perched on the edge of a mostly dry salt lake, Trona has no 
source of clean water and for at least 70 years has relied on 
groundwater pumped from wells 30 miles away in the Indian 
Wells Valley.  
 
Two pipelines snake trough a dry-wash canyon delivering wa-
ter to the town’s historic mineral plant, where it is used in pro-
duction of soda ash, boron and salt.  Any surplus is then treat-
ed and sold for residential use. 
 
Protection in the desert isn’t cheap, and a local water agency is 
ordering the mineral plant to help by contributing roughly $30 

million over five years.  Or stop pumping. 
 
The uncertainty is hard on a town as rattled as Trona, and on a Thursday afternoon in late July Ronnie put 
on her Trump shirt, said goodbye to Danny and drove to the Elks Lodge.  A local activist had called a meet-
ing. 
 
As Ronnie sees it, if the mineral plant loses its water, so does Trona and their home for 35 years would 
cease to exist. 
 
Water wars are central to the history of the American West.  
Although the battle taking place in Trona and the Indian Wells 
Valley may not be as epic as the wrangling over the Colorado 
River, the outcome will have implications not just for the Tol-
berts but for the rest of California. 
 
Once one of the state’s most dependable sources of water, 
groundwater can account for up to 60%  of the state's supply 
during a drought.  But its reliability was abruptly checked 
nearly 10 years ago when California was in drought. As rivers 
dried and reservoirs emptied, more wells were dug, pumping 
continued, and land surfaces began to sink. Canals cracked, 
roads buckled, and sediments, once depressed, would no long-
er be able to store underground water. 

In 2014, then-Gov. Jerry Brown signed three bills aimed to protect the state's groundwater. Collectively they 
are known as SGMA (pronounced "sigma") for the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act. 

The state Department of Water Resources was given the authority to oversee the new law. Of California’s 
515 groundwater basins, it identified 21 that were “critically over drafted.” The law required those basins to 
form local groundwater authorities and come up with plans by 2020 to preserve the underground supply by 
2040. 
 
Of those 21 basins, the Indian Wells Valley — about 600 square miles south of the Owens Valley — pre-
sents a unique challenge, both politically and technically. First, it has neither rivers nor streams nor lakes to 
draw on; to restore its groundwater, it will have to import water.  
 
Second, the valley straddles three counties — Kern, Inyo and San Bernardino — each with competing inter-
ests. The largest city is Ridgecrest, population of 27,000, due largely to the Naval Air Weapons Station Chi-
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Kimberly Peterson, 42, who recently moved to 
 Trona, speaks at a meeting held to voice opposition 

to the groundwater replenishment fee. 
(Irfan Kan/Lost Angeles Times) 



na Lake, a massive federal installation exempt from state laws.  And then there is Trona, which lies outside 
the valley but is dependent upon it. 
 
Despite these hurdles — or because of them — the Indian Wells Valley wasted little time and in 2016 estab-
lished its groundwater authority, which quickly defined the problem and proposed a solution. 
 
The valley had no choice, said Ron Strand, who served as the general manager for the groundwater authority 
in 2018 and is currently the city manager for Ridgecrest. 

“We’re way behind the curve,” he said. “We have had at least three decades of a declining water table. At 
what point of time do we take ownership and solve this problem?” 

Their actions — and the ensuing controversy — are being closely watched. 

Indian Wells Valley has set itself apart “because its groundwater authority moved quickly," said Anita Mil-
man, an associate professor at the University of Massachusetts who has studied groundwater sustainability 
and the state's implementation of its groundwater law. 

Other over-drafted basins in the state will eventually have to resolve the same complex issues, she said. 

Andrew Ayres of the Public Policy Institute of California agrees. “For years, groundwater provided a relia-
ble source of water for economic growth and activity, and users had open access to that source of water,” he 
said. With water levels dropping, action is needed, and “addressing that deficit requires making difficult 
choices.” 

Meanwhile, residents of the Indian Wells Valley and Trona resent having to face a future written by legisla-
tors in Sacramento and executed by an unelected board of politicians who are deciding the role that agricul-
ture, industry and the military will play in their lives years ahead. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To better understand what’s at stake in the Indian Wells Valley, drive out of town on Highway 178 and turn 
right on San Bernardino Boulevard. 

To the left are long white rows of apartments recently built for contractors working at the Navy base during 
a $2.7-billion renovation in the aftermath of the earthquake. The apartments, said a Navy spokesperson, can 
accommodate up to 1,300 residents and will be taken down once the work is completed. 

A train heads toward a Searles Valley Minerals 
facility in Trona 

(Irfan Kan/Lost Angeles Times) 

A temporary housing facility belonging to Naval 
Air Weapons Station, China Lake, relies on water 

from underground wells 
(Irfan Kan/Lost Angeles Times) 
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On the right is the city cemetery, Desert Memorial Park, a green and tree-shaded oasis for a little more 
than 50 years. Today, many of the trees are dying, and most of the grass is gone. 

“All of my cemetery has died,” said Debra Holland, who owns the property. “All things that are living are 
an accident, and everything green is pretty much on its way out.” 

In 2015 the original well on the property, which went down 200 feet, went dry, Holland said. She paid 
$60,000 for a new well, 400 feet deep. Soon the grass, though watered, turned brown, and a white residue 
began to accumulate around the trunks of the trees. 

Analysis revealed that the water was “10 times saltier than what you would turn on at your kitchen sink, and 
the arsenic level is at a toxic level,” Holland said. Given that the cemetery once had clean water, the high 
levels of sodium and salt pointed to groundwater contamination, a common result of a depleted water table. 

 
The Indian Wells Valley aquifer is among the most studied in 
California, and its groundwater authority researched more than 
100 years of data. The conclusion could not be ignored, said 
Keith Lemieux, an attorney representing the authority. 

The amount of water flowing into the valley’s underground basin 
is 7,650 acre-feet per year. Annual usage is about 28,000 acre-
feet. Like an overdrawn bank account, the valley was in debt, and 
if nothing was done, Lemieux said, “we would be out of water in 
50 years.” 

To replenish the depleted groundwater, the authority set two 
goals: Purchase an entitlement of water from the State Water Pro-
ject and build a pipeline that will transport that water into the val-
ley. One requires diplomatic negotiations with a neighboring wa-
ter contractor, and the other is technically challenging. 

There is no easy solution, Strand said: “It’s going to be painful all the way around. We’ve had cheap water 
in the basin for years.” 

The water entitlement will cost about $50 million, an expense 
that the authority is passing on for a projected five years to 
those who use the most groundwater. Searles Valley Minerals 
in Trona and Mojave Pistachios, a tree-nut company on the 
west side of the valley, estimate their costs at $6 million to $7 
million a year. 

Calling the charge draconian, claiming that it deprives them of 
their rights and will put them out of business, they are defying 
an order to pay or cease pumping. The water district in Indian 
Wells Valley is also being charged but is making its payment 
under protest. Their cases are being heard in Orange County 
Superior Court, outside the jurisdiction of the claimants. 

Among their complaints, they argue that the Navy, the largest user of water in the valley, should not be ex-
empt from the fee.  They also contend that the groundwater authority has not just overstepped its mandate.  
It has misread the science, they say. 

A pipe owned by Searles Valley Minerals car-
ries water to a plant where it is used in the pro-

duction of soda ash, boron and salt.  
(Irfan Khan / Los Angeles Times) 

Mojave Pistachios farms on approximately 1,600 
acres in Inyokern. Pistachio farmers in the area 
are fighting Indian Wells Valley Groundwater 
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Farming was in my mother’s blood,” said Doreen Conaway, so 
when the family moved to the Indian Wells Valley in the late 
1960s, they planted a garden and apricot trees. 

 
“Conaway’s father, Tom, worked at the Navy base, and when 
his wife died in 2007, he began managing the farm with the help 
of his five children. By then they had replaced the apricots with 
pistachio trees and owned up to 300 acres, 200 of which are cur-
rently planted and watered by one well. 

Pistachios, said Tom Conaway, are a perfect crop for the high 
desert, thriving in the freezing winters and hot summers and 
sucking up the minerals and calcium in the water. With his trees 
now mature, Conaway is expecting a record harvest next year, 
which if all goes well, could yield a gross of more than $1 mil-
lion. 

If the Groundwater Authority has its way, he said, his trees may not be around in five years, and he may 
have to give up like one of his neighbors. 

Claudia Ethun’s 120 acres of alfalfa have stood dry and fallow for 
more than a year. Her husband recently died, and managing the 
farm was too difficult by herself. She was also tired of fighting the 
groundwater authority over the high cost of her water. Before she 
stopped farming, her final bill was a little more than $14,000. 

The Conaways, however, have an ally in Mojave Pistachios, which 
got started in the valley in 2012 when a grower from Bakersfield, 
Rod Steifvater, purchased nearly 1,600 nearby acres and planted 
210,000 trees. 

Pistachios take up to eight years to mature, and having invested a 
little more than $37 million, Steifvater is just beginning to see a re-
turn. He is not about to stop watering. 

Nor is his neighbor, fellow grower Paul Nugent, who complains 
about the “egregious fee structure” that is essentially pricing them out of their water rights.  If the ground-
water authority "did all they wanted and no one challenged them,” Nugent said, “they would put Mojave 
Pistachios and Searles Valley Minerals out of business.” 

To help make its case, Mojave Pistachios has retained its own 
water resources consulting company that agrees that the basin is 
in overdraft but says that the groundwater authority has under-
estimated its size and depth by more than 95%. 

Speaking before the groundwater authority in June, its principal 
hydrologist said that the basin is “huge with untapped water re-
serves” and that the water agency had “fabricated a groundwa-
ter storage volume … to give the impression of paucity when 
there is, in fact, abundance.” 

Milman with the University of Massachusetts is not surprised by 

Pistachio farmer Tom Conaway, 83, center, at 
his  pistachio orchard in Inyokern with his  

children, Doug Conaway, 57, left; Doreen Cona-
way Baker, 56;  and Jeff Conaway, 60.  

(Irfan Khan / Los Angeles Times)  

Claudia Ethun, 71, stands in a now-brown 
and dead alfalfa field under a pivot irrigation 

system that used to provide water to 120 
acres. (Irfan Khan / Los Angeles Times) 

Pastor Larry Cox at First Baptist Church in 
Trona. (Irfan Khan / Los Angeles Times) 
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the discrepancy. It means that the scientists who analyzed the valley used different sets of data. Any reso-
lution, she said, needs "to understand why these two depictions of the basin differ.” 
 
But, she also added, science alone cannot settle this dispute. Determining acceptable levels of water in an 
underground basin is a social question being asked in different contexts as climate change and drought 
upend familiar models of economic growth. 
“Groundwater sustainability agencies and in some instances, the state or the courts will need to decide 
how many and whose wells will go dry and what changes to water quality and ecosystems are accepta-
ble,” she said. 

 
Ronnie Tolbert took a chair in the back of the Elks Lodge on 
Main Street. Almost 50 of her neighbors had turned out.  
 
“Thanks for showing up,” said organizer Regina Troglin, 
who introduced her guests, field representatives from the 
offices of a local assemblyman, state senator and San Ber-
nardino County Board of Supervisors. 
 
Troglin, 33, moved to Trona in 2018 after living in a mo-
torhome with her partner and daughter in Salton City. Her 
home, overlooking the Searles Valley, cost $8,500, and she 
was not about to move. 

 
“Keep it as civil as possible,” she reminded everyone. “These 
are heated issues, and I know our comments can get a little 
hostile.”   
 

Soon the room sparked with questions. Who gave the groundwater authority its power? Why was it 
charging Searles Valley Minerals so much? Wasn’t this taxation without representation?  Tolbert had 
been wondering much of the same. After the earthquake, Trona felt forgotten. Some neighbors described 
the town as if it had been hit by the apocalypse. “You almost expect zombies to be walking down the 
street,” said one. 
 
On Tolbert's block of Lupine Street — where the mineral plant with its enormous coal barn rose at the 
end and shunting hopper cars thudded against one another — scores of homes are abandoned and boarded 
up. 
 
Throughout Trona, nearly 60 homes are empty. Some have been claimed by squatters who moved in and 
moved on, vandalizing them along the way. Charred remains of others lie stacked on concrete founda-
tions, a year after an arsonist hit the community. 
 
 
Still, Tolbert couldn’t imagine living any place else. She moved here from Montana in 1986, met Danny 
at the plant and raised 11 children in the house they are still busy repairing.  They had just put on a new 
roof. Siding from one of the abandoned homes now covers the plywood where the fireplace had stood, 
and she has two new front windows. One is stained glass, the other a glass table, and finally a little light 
was getting inside. 
 
During a pause in the back-and-forth, Tolbert raised her hand.  “We’re elderly,” she said. “What are we 
going to do? We can’t just start over.”  She was thinking about Danny, home in bed, consumed by worry. 
She wanted to reassure him.  But she was afraid for herself as well, and only later admitted to what she 
was thinking if the town’s water got shut off.  “It would be hard to keep going,” she said, leaving it at 
that.  She was thinking about Danny, home in bed, consumed by worry. She wanted to reassure him. 
 

 

Joyce Harrison Moore, 74, first saw Trona in 1982 
and decided to live there full time about three years 

ago. She owns three homes in the small town perched 
on the edge of Searles Dry Lake. "It's very spiritual 
here," she said. (Irfan Khan / Los Angeles Times) 
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But she was afraid for herself as well, and only later admitted to what she was thinking if the town’s water 
got shut off. 
 
“It would be hard to keep going,” she said, leaving it at that. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This story originally appeared in Los Angeles Times. 

 
The Three Volumes of “Our Plan” 

Submitted by the Private Property Well Owners and Residents of The Indian Wells Valley 
 

This plan was sent to President Trump in September of 2018.  It also went to Rep. Kevin McCarthy and the Secretary of the 
Department of Interior.  President Trump directed the Department of Interior to address this issue.   

Pastor Chris Darling of the Christian Fellowship 
of Trona in one of about 60 abandoned homes in 

the town. (Irfan Khan / Los Angeles Times) 
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The reason the following  pages are repeated here is  
because more and more residents of not only our Indian Wells Valley and 
the state of California are new readers for each new issue, but also resi-

dents of other states have come aboard our readers’ list. 
 

So please just bear with the repeated pages and understand we have new 
readers continually joining us. 

 
Also, please feel free to share this Newsletter with all you know who are 

not only impacted by this government intrusion but also those who have a 
vote on anything that touches our overall water rights! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:   Our website is updated as of August 5 ! 
  

https://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 
 

This newsletter will be available on our Website within a few days.  I will send out notice 
when it is available to the public. 

Private Property Well Owners and Residents of 
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By:  Lorry Wagner 
Editor 

Okay, folks.  Where do you think our so-called "drought problem" comes from?  What do you think has 
"caused" this problem.  The answer is very simple...it's two-fold!  Fold 1 is Mother Nature doing her thing as 
she has done for millions of year!  Fold 2 is 1)"government ignorant interference in order to suck up $'s into 
their coffers via permitting ending in property taxes coupled with 2) Real Estate huge expansion of building in 
large areas that cannot provide their own water so they "take" it from other areas thus basically stealing water 
from folks, businesses, farms and ranches that actually own that water; YES, stealing it".  Add to that the 
“pot” growers take as described in Newsletter 2021No7. 
 
There's much more detail for which there is no room here, but it is a fact that ONLY our legal voters can stop 
this all the way from local areas to county, to state and all the way up to Federal.  We here in the Indian Wells 
Valley, California, located on the eastern side of the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range...when we realized that 
the LA Department of Water and Power in bed with the State of California that created SGMA (illegal mess) 
had been turned loose (again, illegally) to take full control of any water areas they could grab (illegally) and 
suck $'s for water into their pockets to say nothing of CONTROL OVER ALL THE PEOPLE...grabbed the bit 
in our teeth and did the research, found the correct path at the correct government level, put the plan together 
that will stop all this  "takeover the people" by government combined with Real Estate promoting disastrous 
expansion, the  results of which have devastated our US Constitutional freedom to live our lives and live on 
our own property which has its own water or a developed city/town/etc., which also has its own water  across 
Southern California like LADWP.  Yes, all that "politically created" agenda can be thrown out and corrected 
including all the water being stolen by those illegal pot growners, etc. 
 
Remember one thing, folks.  WATER SHOULD NEVER BE SOLD...PERIOD!  Water is the number one, 
primary requirement for life for nearly every living man, animal, aquatic, etc., etc., on earth.  The ONLY 
charge for bringing water to "we the people" must be  limited to the cost of pumping that water, the pipelines 
moving the water to the destination which that surface or aquifer serves and maintenance of same...NEVER 
FOR THE WATER, itself.   
 
And...CERTAINLY...never for government entities spending $'s to mess around with our water with their UN
-knowledgeable stupidity and without our permission to spend those $'s.  We registered voters passed laws in 
1978…”California Proposition 13”addressing cap on raising property taxes and “California Proposition 4” in 
1979...which clearly state that if California passes anything that carries expenditures down to counties, cities 
and/or individuals California must pay for those expenses.  Any “additions” added by CA state attorneys, etc., 
are not approved by we, the voting citizens.  As we all know, the State of California tries to obfuscate their 
responsibilities mandated by the voting citizens with “sneaked-in” language usually incorporated in “other” 
propositions, etc.  NO!  IWVGA/SGMA/CA GOVERNMENT...we will not put up with that!  You, California 
Government,  pay all the bills generated by the IWVGA/SGMA/State of California as we, the voting citizens 
ordered you to do so in 1978!  Plus, STOP the illegal pot growers from stealing our water! 
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NOTE:  This editorial originally 
appeared in Newsletter 2021-6, and 
is repeated here as requested by new 
readers to our site. 
 
We have continual, new readers of 
our newsletters. 
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 Our Class-Action, Lawsuit Update! 
 
We continue to prepare for the “invasion of our property and water rights” by the IWVGA/SGMA/STATE OF CAL-
IFORNIA political attempt to take our water rights...actually our water, period...away from us so they can charge the 
California residents for any water they use, even from their own  privately drilled wells, pumps, water lines, pressure 
pumps and holding tanks, etc., and paid for all of these items required to bring a drink of water to the kitchen faucets 
the property owners. 
 
We bring the following forth from our past newsletters to keep our path clear in the minds of all our IWV residents!  
Another part of this action would be that it is not only the Indian Well Valley area fighting this battle, but also all the 
other many SGMA-designated areas of California that have already suffered great damage by government sticking 
their noses into the lives of many residents and businesses within our state and which has done huge amounts of 
damage or just flat destroyed their livelihoods.   
 
This is to inform all that we now have a very impressive list of legal entities who are very active in the areas of Class 
Action lawsuits.   
 
To be prepared in advance has always served the endangered party far better and faster then waiting until the ham-
mer has dropped. 
 
 
 

The Invitation to “Join In” the Discussions within this 
Newsletter Is Always Open! 

 
All contact information appears on the last page of our Newsletters.  Please feel free to join in with any information, 
thoughts and/or suggestions you may have to share or contribute your own article/information for our next issue.  
For instance, the picture below is of the Cadiz area of which LA is trying to take over control of that water in addi-
tion to private parties also trying to extract and remove water from here to sell for personal profit!  Political/personal 
moves like this that go unchallenged are what create the  damage to the area’s residential population within such are-
as as Owens Lake and the removal of much of our natural water flow to refill our own IWV aquifers by LA’s diver-
sion of up to 460,000 acre feet per year of water into their own two LA aqueducts.  We can never let down our 
guard...or WE LOSE!   
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HOW MUCH OF OUR WATER DOES LA TAKE? 
Overview Breakdown by Year of Water Diverted to 

Los Angeles’ Two Aqueducts 
for the 

Owens Valley/LADWP Contracts 2009 through Current Year 
(just added...2021) 

Year 
 

2021 
 

2020 
 

2019 
 

2018 
 

2017 
 

2016 
 

2015 
 

2014 
 

2013 
 

2012 
 

2011 
 

2010 
 

2009 
 

2008 
 

2007 
 

2006 
 

2005 

Acre-Feet Pumped/Year Into LA’s Two Aqueducts 
 

78,980 acre feet  
 

168,000 acre feet...Revised 93,000 acre feet 
 

374,000 acre feet 
 

248,000 acre feet 
 

460,200 acre feet 
 

114,000 acre feet 
 

42,400 acre feet 
 

85,510 estimated acre feet 
 

140,500 acre feet 
 

101,900 acre feet 
 

91,000 acre feet 
 

86,000 acre feet 
 

66,800 acre feet   
 

73,706 acre feet*  (see bottom of page) 
 

73,706 acre feet* (see bottom of page) 
 

151,000 acre feet 
 

90,000 acre feet 

*Pending LA vs. Owens Valley Lawsuit Final Result 
 Requires LA reinstate water flow to Owens Lake. 

LA is currently now breaking this legal requirement and 
Owens Lake is drying up again! 

This Page Updated in July 22, 2021 

Remember, folks, our IWV is using approximately 30,000 acre feet per year at this present time.  Shut 
down LA’s two aqueducts take and...after that water replenishes all it has raped to date...our IWV 

aquifer will fill up again! 
Read the opening article on pages 1 and 2 for the real solution! 
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We must stop the LADWP from “taking” water from Mono, Owens and Kern Counties.  This di-
rectly impacts our water levels in Indian Wells which also services Searles Valleys! 

It’s time for LA to install desalination plants and abandon the LA aqueducts! 
The above picture, starting at top-left-hand corner, shows natural water flow to Mono Lake being 
interrupted (dashed line) by LADWP “taking” water and sending it to the Lake Crowley incoming 

natural water flow.  Then, the flow from Crowley Lake continues down Owens River to the location 
between Big Pine and Lone Pine where the LA Aqueduct diverts the bulk of that water into their aq-

ueducts.   
 

This “taking” of water by LA from the refill water to Mono Lake has resulted in a second lawsuit 
regarding this same issue.  LA lost the first lawsuit a few years back and were forced to stop 

“taking” from Mono Lake.    LA tried to defy that first court decision but were caught.  This second 
lawsuit was filed in July, 2018, and has not yet come to conclusion. 

 
Remember, Folks, it is the fact that LA is “taking” our water which is why we have any prob-

lems with our own IWV aquifer refill!  We are NOT a “closed basin!” 
Our water “HAS ALWAYS” flowed down into our aquifer from the run-off all along our east-
ern Sierras for thousands, if not millions, of years BEFOR LADWP started taking our water 

into their original aqueduct back in 1913, expanding to two aqueducts now. 
 

We repeat this page which 
also appears in some of our 

 newsletters since  
2016. 

 
We cannot let our guard and 
our fight down until we fin-
ish the job of sending LA to 

desalination! 
 

NOTE:  LA is now propos-
ing adding desalination to 

their water intake but to also 
continue taking our water 
from the Owens Valley on 

South! 
 

NO, LA!  Shut down these 
aqueducts by which you 

steal our water!  Use your 
own Pacific Ocean water 

that is available directly on 
your western boarder! 

 
The infrastructure is already 

there.  Just switch the in-
coming flow! 
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On June 21, 2019, The U.S. Supreme Court Ruled That Property Owners May Sue in Federal Court 
Without Seeking a Just, Compensation Remedy in State Court First!   

 
Also remember that when we land owners sue through the CA State system, we pay twice!  Once for our 

own lawyers and a second time for the lawyers who are representing the State of California who are 
paid by our" TAX PAYERS’ $’s.  Bringing a  Class-Action Suit at the Federal Level should be negotiat-

ed for the lawyers’ payment to be by contingency so their payment is made from whatever settlement 
they win and we land owners are only forced to pay the CA Government legal costs with our CA tax $’s. 

 

Updated July 22, 2021 
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Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   
Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  
 lorrysda@gmail.com  

Or snail mail to: Lorry Wagner, 8222 Athel, Inyokern, CA 93527 

lorrysda@gmail.com 
Telephone:  760-377-5579 

 
 You can download a copy of this and all previous newsletters to read or  print out for  additional 

copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  
http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

 

Below is  contact information for the editor of this newsletter and our own website..   

  
  

We are seeking Attorney Firms that will take on our fight with a Class-Action Law Suit 
against CA Government for breaking our CA State Constitution through Proposition 4 (1979) 

which requires the CA Government to pay all costs for any of their mandated requirements 
sent down to Counties, Cities, other entities, etc. plus the new U.S. Supreme Court changes to 

property-owners water rights. 
 

We also believe any competent legal firm will be able to add several more illegal  
actions by both our CA Government and their  

State Groundwater Sustainability Authority management to any law suit! 
 

We believe a Class Action Law Suit would be the proper path to take and as per the new pro-
visions by the U.S. Supreme Court, any such law suit should be filed at the Federal legal level 

and moved on up to the 
 U.S. Supreme Court if necessary! 

 
Please contact the Attorney Firms in you area and get back to us. 

Contact from any legal firm is welcome...we will gladly answer all questions! 
 

We understand no action can be taken “UNTIL” we, the people can justify the facts that Cali-
fornia’s breaking our CA Constitution has jeopardized/damaged, etc. we, who live here and 

have been hit by California’s unlawful actions. 
 

So far we, the people here in the IWV have just received “threats” of all this “charging us for 
our water.”  As soon as these “threats turn into reality,” we will move forward. 

 
However, across California all the other Business and Private Citizen lawsuits have been filed 
in California by California attorneys; i.e., total waste of time and $’s.  Those private citizens 

bringing law suits should have been encouraged to file Class Action.  Perhaps it is not too late 
for them if we can get word to them!  If our readers know of anyone in that situation, please 

share our information.  We have to STOP this intrusion by CA.! 
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