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By Lorry Wagner, Editor 

When I saw this picture early 
this morning I knew this was 
the perfect opening to contin-
ue to  address this business 
of blaming “drought” for all 
our water problems! 
 
Many of us know that the 
cause of the diminished wa-
ter supply in many, many 
areas of the Southwest, espe-
cially here in California and 
Nevada, is not only drought 

but also that even greater destruction that has been caused by the huge overdevelop-
ment of land and building in areas that do not have any underground aquifer or free-
flowing surface water to support such expansion.  In other words, our greatest cause of 
the water “shortage”, especially in our Indian Wells Valley, Las Vegas/Lake Mead  
plus drying up Mexico along the border where the water originally flowed and other 
such areas is caused more by the Real Estate promotions of sales combined with the 
(usually) local political constant search for $’s at any cost, in this case through permit-
ting excessively and the ultimate property taxes which have caused extreme “OVER 
DEVELOPMENT” in areas that have no water of their own to support such over de-
velopment.  Las Vegas is a huge example of how over development above and beyond 
the ability to furnish on-site...so-to-speak...which developers justify by the taking of 
water from other areas which, in turn “takes” and “drains” the natural water from oth-
er areas causing increasing destruction to those living and in those areas who are 
ranching  farming and earning their livings in these areas.  In other words that have 
been around for centuries, “Robbing Peter to Pay  Paul”, in this case with water.  
 
There are all kinds of excuses of “why” water levels are dropping all over the western 
states.  However, the bottom line is that when water is taken away from the natural 
areas which Mother Nature provides and regardless of man’s thinking he has the right 
to redistribute what nature provides by destroying another area, this sends the message 
that man needs to be stopped from such redistribution.  We here on the eastern side of 
our Sierra Nevada Mountain Range have known that since LA came in and started 
taking our water down to their over-developments via their aqueducts since 1915.  We 
know from direct experience how destructive taking water from one area to another 
area is and why such actions should never be allowed.  LADWP’s  project should 
have never happened and should have been stopped in 1905 before it was started.   
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No matter who decides they have the answers, such as the California government’s  creating SGMA and on down to our 
IWVGA (“government authority”),  all the Real Estate promoters, all levels of government, etc., none of these 
entities to date have the answers for final solution of the root cause.  We read “research” and “reports” by so-
called experts, but the truth is that none of these factions address the real cause nor has any come forth with 
the fact that recognizing that resolution of the “ROOT CAUSE” and stopping this mess right there is the only 
solution to stopping this mess man has made. 
 
Remember, water is the one thing that provides “LIFE”...period!  Without water nothing lives on this earth 
with the possible exception of miniscule numbers of unknowns.  Water should NEVER be sold or removed 
from it’s natural area to service another area which cannot provide it’s own water from it’s own location.    
 
To address practicality of your water bills, only pumps, electric power, piping, etc. to bring water to the sur-
face and/or move water to homes, business, etc. should ever create water bills.  The water, itself should NEV-
ER be bought and/or sold.  We  now have entities like LADWP, CA State via dams, etc., and even individuals 
buying property for the specific purpose of pumping up the water and selling it which should never happen 
and has to be stopped at the “root cause”.  Development of housing, business, etc., in areas that cannot supply 
their own water from that specific area has to be controlled to only expand as far as their natural water will 
support.   
 
People must go to water instead of bringing water to people is the basic law that must be followed.  Very few 
exceptions exist that would demand otherwise.  We must all be sure whatever government at whatever level is 
controlled and forced to never interfere in our basic dependency on the water nature provides.   
 
Yes, it is a mess to fix what has been screwed up and yes, we must recognize why it is screwed up and who 
and what is responsible.  One has to know the cause of a problem before said problem can ever be corrected.   
 
Our own IWV property owners are addressing this problem at the “root” level, have created an over-all plan 
to correct this man-made mess and are pursuing same.   
 
We implore our readers to understand the bottom-line truth, pass this information as far as possible to all 
those folks whose thinking is the problem is “agriculture taking too much water, people turning on their fau-
cets too much, etc., etc., which are all very shallow, short-sighted and a total lack of understanding the real 
problem.  If folks do not understand the primary cause of any water shortage, we can never correct the cause 
which means the problem will never be corrected.   
 
Government has shown us for many years that more often than not whenever Government at any level be-
comes involved they can be counted on to mess it up for the wrong reasons.  What does that mean?   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

WE, THE PEOPLE MUST REGAIN CONTROL OF OUR GOVERNMENT 
AT ALL LEVELS! 

 

 

 

 



SO!  LADWP  CONTINUES TO HIDE THEIR TRUE AGENDA 
WITH FLIMSY EXCUSES AND CLAIMS HOW THEY ARE SO DEDICATED 

TO “Preservation and restoration of the Owens Valley”  HA! 
 

First problem is that  the annual “Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 2021 Annual Owens Valley Report” has 
not yet been available for us on line.  We do not know whether this is because is has not been issued to date or if it is just 
not available on line yet, as it has been for many years.  It is this report that gives us the agreed upon amount of water 
LADWP is allowed to take annually into their aqueducts from Owens Valley.  Instead, so far the following statement is 
on-line from LADWP telling all how good they are and how hard they are working for “preservation and restoration, 
etc.”   
 
Second, LADWP is “taking” more and more water, up to 460,000 acre feet (so far) in the 2017-2018 agreement year!  
Remember, folks, IWV only uses approximately 30,000 acre feet annually including all the recent agriculture expansion 
plus the amount going to Searles Valley Minerals!  As you know, our local GA thinks the answer is to raise $’s to pay 
for their “unauthorized/approved” spending by charging our agriculture farms and Searles Valley Minerals exorbitant 
fees and driving them out of business.  What worse interference can government impose...ILLEGALLY, too! 
 
If LA is sent to desalination...which is the absolute necessary and inevitable requirement...where would that 460,000 acre 
feet go?  How about Owens Lake refilling and between lake overflow and resumption of full-flowing aquifers on down 
to us and beyond,  IWV would easily outlive the natural drought years Mother Nature periodically brings forth for thou-
sands of years.   
 

The Los Angeles Department of Water and Power Continues its Commitment to the 
 Preservation and Restoration of the Owens Valley 

 
Los Angeles, CA (May 27, 2021) – LADWP is adapting annual operations to meet the low runoff in the Owens Valley, 
forecasted at a mere 55% of normal. As a result, groundwater pumping will only be 34-41% of what is allocated under 
the long-term agreement (Water Agreement) with Inyo County. All groundwater, coupled with the severely limited run-
off, will go to local water systems, fisheries, ranch lease operations, recreation, and environmental enhancement and mit-
igation projects in Inyo County including dust control, river restoration, and wildlife protection. 

“Each year, Californians look to the mountains and the melting snow to gauge what’s in store for our finite, natural re-
source – the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power does the same,” said Adam Perez, LA Aqueduct Manager, 
LADWP. “Drier dries, wetter wets, hotter temperatures and year-round fire seasons are all indicative of a climate reality 
that makes year-to-year water conditions highly unpredictable. LADWP must in turn adapt our operations to prepare for 
drier times, balancing water supply needs with the needs of the evolving environment.” 

Over the years, LADWP has shifted its operations, leaving more water in the region for environmental efforts. Since im-
plementation of the Water Agreement, exports have been reduced by about half and 64 enhancement and mitigation pro-
jects are either complete or underway. 

The Lower Owens River Project (LORP), a collaboration between both LADWP and Inyo County, is one of the largest 
river restoration projects in the Western United States. The project commits to rewatering the full 62-mile reach of the 
Lower Owens River. 

Blackrock Waterfowl Management Area (BWMA) is a 1,500 acre off-river area within the LORP that LADWP operates 
and maintains for the benefit of resident and migratory water birds. LADWP manages and monitors water releases over 
500 acres to improve habitat conditions for local waterfowl. 

And at Owens Lake, LADWP has implemented the Owens Lake Dust Mitigation Program to improve air quality condi-
tions and is working in partnership with local stakeholders to continue to meet cultural and environmental needs associ-
ated with the project.  To date, this project has brought 48.6 square miles of previously emissive lakebed into air quality 
compliance translating into 99.3 % reduction in dust emissions. 

While we continue to balance supplies with the enhancement and protection of the Eastern Sierra, LADWP is also mak-
ing significant investments within city limits to reduce dependence on imported, purchased water and reduce overall 
consumption. We’re diversifying our supplies, committing to 100% recycled wastewater by 2035 and have reduced wa-
ter use by more than 40% over the last 30 years, even as the city’s population grew by more than one million people. 
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The reason the following  pages are repeated here is  

because more and more residents of not only our Indian Wells Valley and 
the state of California are new readers for each new issue, but also resi-

dents of other states have come aboard our readers’ list. 

 

So please just bear with the repeated pages and understand we have new 
readers continually joining us. 

 

Also, please feel free to share this Newsletter with all you know who are 
either impacted by this government intrusion but also those who have a 

vote on anything that touches our overall water rights! 

 
NOTE:   Our website is undergoing some reconstruction at this time which only means I cannot add our most current 
additions,  but should be ready soon at which time you will all be notified.  But all past newsletters are still available 
plus correspondence with our politicians, etc.!  The link is above in our “Title Block” on the front page. 



 Our Class-Action, Lawsuit Update! 
 
We continue to prepare for the “invasion of our property and water rights” by the IWVGA/SGMA/STATE OF CAL-
IFORNIA political attempt to take our water rights...actually our water, period...away from us so they can charge the 
California residents for any water they use, even from their own private property with privately drilled, pump and 
paid for them the property owners. 
 
We bring the following forth from our last newsletter to keep our path clear in the minds of all our IWV residents!  
Another part of this action would be that it is not only the Indian Well Valley area fighting this battle, but also all the 
other many SGMA-designated areas of California that have already suffered great damage by government sticking 
their noses into the lives of many residents and businesses within our state and either done huge amounts of damage 
or just flat destroyed their livelihoods.   
 
This is to inform all that we now have a very impressive list of legal entities who are very active in the areas of Class 
Action lawsuits.   
 
To be prepared in advance has always served the endangered party far better and faster then waiting until the hamper 
has dropped. 
 
 
 

The Invitation to “Join In” the Discussions within this 
Newsletter Is Always Open! 

 
All contact information appears on the last page of our Newsletters.  Please feel free to join in with any information, 
thoughts and/or suggestions you may have to share or contribute your own article/information for our next issue.  
For instance, the picture below is of the Cadiz area of which LA is trying to take over control of that water in addi-
tion to private parties also trying to extract and remove water from here to sell for personal profit!  Political/personal 
moves like this that go unchallenged are what create the  damage to the area’s residential population within such are-
as as Owens Lake and the removal of much of our natural water flow to refill our own IWV aquifers by LA’s diver-
sion of up to 460,000 acre feet per year of water into their own two LA aqueducts.  We can never let down our 
guard...or WE LOSE!   
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HOW MUCH OF OUR WATER DOES LA TAKE? 
Overview Breakdown by Year of Water Diverted to 

Los Angeles’ Two Aqueducts 
for the 

Owens Valley/LADWP Contracts 2009 through Current Year 

The agreement for 2021 should be available very soon and will be added to this document as 
soon as it is available!! 

Year 
2021 

 
 
 

2020 
 

2019 
 

2018 
 

2017 
 

2016 
 

2015 
 

2014 
 

2013 
 

2012 
 

2011 
 

2010 
 

2009 
 

2008 
 

2007 
 

2006 
 

2005 

Acre-Feet Pumped/Year Into LA’s Two Aqueducts 
Not yet available...see page 3 for LADWP’s  

Article Promoting (excuses) for How Great They 
Are?????Hmmm!!! 

 
168,000 acre feet 

 
374,000 acre feet 

 
248,000 acre feet 

 
460,200 acre feet 

 
114,000 acre feet 

 
42,400 acre feet 

 
85,510 estimated acre feet 

 
140,500 acre feet 

 
101,900 acre feet 

 
91,000 acre feet 

 
86,000 acre feet 

 
66,800 acre feet   

 
73,706 acre feet*  (see bottom of page) 

 
73,706 acre feet* (see bottom of page) 

 
151,000 acre feet 

 
90,000 acre feet 

*Pending LA vs. Owens Valley Lawsuit Final Result 
 to Require LA reinstate water flow to Owens Lake 

This Page Updated in June 25, 2021 

Remember, folks, our IWV is using approximately 30,000 acre feet per year at this present time.  Shut 
down LA’s two aqueducts take and...after that water replenishes all it has raped to date...our IWV 

aquifer will fill up again! 
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We must stop the LADWP from “taking” water from Mono, Owens and Indian Wells Valley! 
It’s time for LA to install desalination plants and abandon the LA aqueducts! 

The above picture, starting at top-left-hand corner, shows natural water flow to Mono Lake being inter-
rupted (dashed line) by LADWP “taking” water and sending it to the Lake Crowley incoming natural 
water flow.  Then, the flow from Crowley Lake continues down Owens River to the location between 

Big Pine and Lone Pine where the LA Aqueduct diverts the bulk of that water into their aqueducts.   
 

This “taking” of water by LA from the refill water to Mono Lake has resulted in a second lawsuit re-
garding this same issue.  LA lost the first lawsuit a few years back and were forced to stop “taking” from 
Mono Lake.    LA tried to defy that first court decision but were caught.  This second lawsuit was filed 

in July, 2018, and has not yet come to conclusion. 
 

Remember, Folks, it is the fact that LA is “taking” our water which is why we have any problems 
with our own IWV aquifer refill!  We are NOT a “closed basin!” 

Our water “HAS ALWAYS” flowed down into our aquifer from the run-off all along our eastern 
Sierras for thousands, if not millions, of years BEFOR LADWP started taking our water 

into their aqueduct back in 1913. 

We repeat this 
page which 
also appears 
in some of 

our 
 newsletters 

since  
2016. 

 
We cannot let 

our guard 
and our fight 
down until we 
finish the job 
of sending LA 

to 
desalination 
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On June 21, 2019, The U.S. Supreme Court Ruled That Property Owners May Sue in Federal Court 
Without Seeking a Just Compensation Remedy in State Court First!   

 
Also remember that when we land owners sue through the CA State system, we pay twice!  Once for our 

own lawyers and a second time for the lawyers who are representing the State of California who are 
paid by our" TAX PAYERS’ $’s.  Bringing a  Class-Action Suit at the Federal Level should be negotiat-

ed for the lawyers’ payment to be by contingency so their payment is made from whatever settlement 
they win and we land owners are only forced to pay the CA Government legal costs with our CA tax $’s. 

 

Updated September 15, 2020 
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Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   
Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  
 lorrysda@gmail.com  

Or snail mail to: Lorry Wagner, 8222 Athel, Inyokern, CA 93527 

lorrysda@gmail.com 
Telephone:  760-377-5579 

 
 You can download a copy of this and all previous newsletters to read or  print out for  additional 

copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  
http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

 

Below is  contact information for the editor of this newsletter and our own website..   

  
  

We are seeking Attorney Firms that will take on our fight with a Class-Action Law Suit 
against CA Government for breaking our CA State Constitution through Proposition 4 
(1979) which requires the CA Government to pay all costs for any of their mandated re-
quirements sent down to Counties, Cities, other entities, etc. plus the new U.S. Supreme 

Court changes to property-owners water rights. 
 

We also believe any competent legal firm will be able to add several more illegal  
actions by both our CA Government and their  

State Groundwater Sustainability Authority management to any law suit! 
 

We believe a Class Action Law Suit would be the proper path to take and as per the new 
provisions by the U.S. Supreme Court, any such law suit should be filed at the Federal 

legal level and moved on up to the 
 U.S. Supreme Court if necessary! 

 
Please contact the Attorney Firms in you area and get back to us. 

Contact from any legal firm is welcome...we will gladly answer all questions! 
 

We understand no action can be taken “UNTIL” we, the people can justify the facts that 
California’s breaking our CA Constitution has jeopardized/damaged, etc. we, who live here 

and have been hit by California’s unlawful actions. 
 

So far we, the people here in the IWV have just received “threats” of all this “charging 
us for our water.”  As soon as these “threats turn into reality, we will move forward. 

 
However, across California all the other Business and Private Citizen lawsuits have been 
filed in California by California attorneys; i.e., total waste of time and $’s.  Those private 
citizens bringing law suits should have been encouraged to file Class Action.  Perhaps it 

is not too late for them if we can get word to them!  If our readers know of anyone in 
that situation, please share our information.  We have to STOP this intrusion by CA.! 
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