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By Lorry Wagner, Editor 

I wish to thank our local pistachio grower, Gilbert Garcia, for bringing this infor-
mation to my attention.  The first article, “The Next Great California Water War Is 
Starting Underground, in the Mojave Desert” explains much background information 
that many folks have never seen all put together for better understanding of the “real” 
cause of our IWV water mess.  I, myself,  have taken the time to meet with several 
property owners, corporations, etc., in our area to discuss how “parts” of our plan may  
be of help to their legal teams, but also the tremendous impact that our politicians at 
all levels have imposed on them.   
 
The second article “The Next Great California Water War Is Starting Underground, 
in the Mojave Desert” appeared in our October 30, 2020, No. 18 Newsletter.  With 
the lawsuit now going on filed by the Searles Valley Mineral over in Trona and so 
many folks here in our IWV area are employed by SVM which will be impacted if the 
end results is bad, we should all understand the true facts and not political propagan-
da!  With that said, I will remind every citizen here in this entire area to understand 
that it is “we, the people” who are ultimately in charge of all politicians!  We are at 
the top!   Let’s pick up our constitutional responsibilities and take back control. 
 
As all our readers here and those who keep tract of us through our website know, by 
this newsletter that was first printed on June 19,  2018, true information and history 
have been brought forth that we don’t ever see in our local newspapers or, for that 
matter, seldom find anywhere else on our water history and issues.  
 
NOTE:   Our website is undergoing some reconstruction at this time which only 
means I cannot add our most current additions,  but should be ready soon at which 
time you will all be notified.  But all past newsletters are still available plus corre-
spondence with our politicians, etc.!  The link is above in our “Title Block.” 

 
 

Here is a picture of the front cover page of “Our Plan” 
that was sent to 

President Donald Trump 
in September of 2018 
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The Next Great California Water War Is Starting Underground, in the 
Mojave Desert 

Minerals, Nuts, and the Navy are at the Center of a novel fight Over Groundwater, and Its Governance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can California regions regulate groundwater without destroying their businesses and communities? 
 
That’s the question being posed as regions and localities implement the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
(SGMA), the historic 2014 state law that brought regulation to California’s diminishing groundwater supplies. 
 
Groundwater is the water buried in aquifers, the underground spaces between rocks, soils, and sand. Layers of aquifers 
are called groundwater basins. California has hundreds of them, and we could not live without them. Eighty-five per-
cent of Californians depend on groundwater, which constitutes roughly 40 percent of California’s water supply (and 46 
percent in times of drought). 
 
SGMA was designed to protect the most overdrawn groundwater basins, often in rural regions, by requiring plans to 
balance the amounts of water being pumped from, and recharged into, aquifers by 2040. Complying with the law—and 
achieving sustainability—is expected to dramatically change the California landscape over the next years. Two decades 
from now, state residents and businesses will have to use considerably less groundwater, agricultural land will have to 
go out of production, and local ecosystems will have to be restored. 
 
SGMA tried to cushion disruptions from its changes by giving local agencies new power and broad discretion to form 
and elect a new species of local government—called Groundwater Sustainability Agencies, or groundwater authorities 
for short. The idea was to encourage democratic collaboration in the making of groundwater sustainability plans—thus 
avoiding the fights that have long plagued water policy in California. These groundwater authorities, having been creat-
ed by local communities themselves, would be more inclined to listen to all stakeholders and to develop plans that 
would minimize local pain. 
 
But the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority—covering 11,000 square miles in the western Mojave, including 
parts of Kern, Inyo, and San Bernardino counties, which sit above a very large pool of groundwater—has disdained 
conciliation with an alarming ferocity. Last year, it approved a groundwater plan so politically incendiary that it might 
have shocked Thomas Hobbes, the philosopher who saw human life as a war of all against all. 
 

Such a project is—quite literally—a pipe dream, since it would mean taking water that now goes to the 
Central Valley or Los Angeles, regions with more power than the Indian Wells Valley. 
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At the heart of this conflict in California’s inland desert is, ironically, the United States Navy. The Indian 
Wells Valley is home to the Navy’s largest single landholding in the world, the Naval Air Weapons Station 
China Lake, covering 1.1 million acres, an area larger than the state of Rhode Island. Ridgecrest, the biggest 
city in the valley, is a military town, owing its economy and its relatively high education levels to the pres-
ence of this installation devoted to the research, development, acquisition, and testing of weapons systems. 
 
Local officials, led by former China Lake commander and Kern County supervisor Mick Gleason, have fought for 
decades to grow and protect the Navy base. To make sure that SGMA wouldn’t affect Navy water, they moved quick-
ly to set up an authority in the Ridgecrest city hall that they controlled, and that largely excluded major water 
pumpers in industry and agriculture. In the process, the authority produced a plan for valley groundwater that is bi-
zarrely one-sided, even for the crazy world of California water. 
 
Rather than phasing in changes over the next two decades, as the law anticipates, the authority plan immediately im-
poses enormous pain through fees greater than $2,100 per acre foot of water—so high that they represent an effective 
ban on agriculture or water-needy industry in the valley. Mojave Pistachios, a major nut producer, says the fees would 
force it to abandon a $35 million investment in trees made in 2011, before SGMA. Searles Valley Minerals, a going 
concern since 1873, says its water bills would increase by 7,000 percent, forcing immediate closure and the loss of 
hundreds of jobs. 
 
Even stranger is the plan’s justification for such high fees, which could take this water war statewide: a need to pay 
for major infrastructure to import new water into the Mojave. Such a project is—quite literally—a pipe dream, since it 
would mean taking water that now goes to the Central Valley or Los Angeles, regions with more power than the Indi-
an Wells Valley. In addition, proposing the expensive moving of water into the desert is sure to draw the ire of envi-
ronmentalists. 
 
This ill-considered plan has already backfired. Pistachio growers and Searles refused to pay the fees and instead filed 
expensive lawsuits that could reduce the groundwater authority’s power and budget. The mineral company even 
launched a public campaign against the groundwater authority, with backing from residents and businesses of Trona, 
whose water supply is also at risk under the plan. Searles’ campaign highlights the fact that it is the only U.S.-based 
company to produce a critical ingredient for the pharmaceutical glass used in COVID-19 vaccine vials. 
 
The controversy has drawn the attention of politicians far beyond the desert, in Sacramento and in Congress. And that 
in turn has brought wider scrutiny to, and created water risks for, the massive Naval base, which the groundwater plan 
was designed to protect. Searles, in legal documents, has attacked the Navy, claiming that its water rights are senior to 
that of the base. 
 
“The Indian Wells Valley is a microcosm of what can go wrong when the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
is implemented without adequate public participation and buy-in, and without detailed plans for a sustainable water 
future,” Searles vice president Burnell Blanchard wrote in Sacramento-based CalMatters.  The good news is that 
compromise seems possible. While there are disputes over the models of how much water is being over drafted now, 
both sides agree that there is enough groundwater in the basin to last hundreds of years. 
 
The pistachio growers have proposed alternatives that would raise fees and reduce their water usage to the If the plan 
survives multiple legal challenges, it could bring a swift end to agricultural production in an important region for pis-
tachios, force the closure of the valley’s oldest business, and cut off water to the unincorporated rural community of 
Trona (pop. 1,900). The plan’s aggressive provisions also might extend this water war into the San Joaquin Valley, 
Los Angeles, and the nation’s capital. 
 
Unfortunately, state leadership, when it comes to managing water and water infrastructure, is rarer than rain these 
days. And there are already signs of local conflict and litigation threats at other authorities. So, now would be a good 
time for the state legislature to send a message by beefing up oversight in SGMA. For starters, the state should pro-
vide more technical and financial support for the non-expert local residents and businesses designing these plans. Cal-
ifornia should also require that all stakeholders in a basin have real representation on the boards of groundwater au-
thorities. 
 
Unfortunately, State leadership, when it comes to managing water and water infrastructure, is rarer than rain these 
days.   And there are already signs of local  conflict and litigation threats at other authorities.  So, now would be a 
good time for the state legislature to send a message by beefing up oversight in SGMA.  

Private Property Well Owners and Residents of 
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For starters, the state should provide more technical and financial support for the non-expert local residents and busi-
nesses designing these plans. California should also require that all stakeholders in a basin have real representation on 
the boards of groundwater authorities. 
 
California water planning is enough of a battle already, without folks in the high desert igniting a water war. 
 

Here’s the Challenge of Implementing Historic Groundwater Law 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CalMatters 

By Guest Commentary 
October 24, 2020 

 
By Burnell Blanchard, Special to CalMatters 

Burnell Blanchard is vice president of operations at Searles Valley Minerals, a minerals recovery and manufacturing 
 company, blanchar@svminerals.com. 

 
California celebrated the passage of historic legislation six years ago when Gov. 
Jerry Brown signed into law the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, written 
to achieve sustainable groundwater management for basins throughout the state. 
 
The groundwater law requires governments and water agencies to halt overdraft and 
bring groundwater basins into balanced levels of pumping and recharge. While the 
law is essential to our ability to manage the state’s groundwater supply so that it can 
continue to meet the needs of California’s homes, farms and businesses, success 
will depend entirely on reasonable, collaborative implementation at the local level. 
In his signing statement, the governor stressed that “groundwater management in 
California is best accomplished locally.” 
 
I can see clearly the challenge ahead for implementation of the groundwater act be-

cause I now have first-hand experience with the kinds of water disputes that can arise when the local parties involved 
are not given a chance to work things out collaboratively. State leaders supported the adoption of the act because they 
recognized this simple fact as well – local water agencies and entities must work together to bring groundwater basins 
into balance.  
 
Local groundwater authorities are required to have adopted and implemented a Groundwater Sustainability Plan to 
balance their basins between 2040 and 2042. We won’t know if the law has been effective until all local groundwater 
authorities have fully implemented their plans, but already we’re seeing what the biggest hurdle on the road to suc-
cess may be: knowledgeable, capable and collaborative groundwater authorities.  
 
Groundwater authorities were mandated to form under the law. This means they’re new agencies and relatively inex-
perienced in managing groundwater resources. They’re facing the uphill challenge of pulling together data on who is  
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Searles Valley,  
Photo  Via CalMatters 



pumping, how much they are pumping and what sources of groundwater recharge are available. Add to that the com-
plex politics of California water and you can see how challenging it can be to implement the law in local communi-
ties.   
 
As an example of how implementation can go awry, look at what is happening right now in my backyard, the Indian 
Wells Valley located in the northwest Mojave Desert.  
 
The recently formed Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority developed a Groundwater Sustainability Plan with-
out adequate stakeholder engagement, transparency and collaboration. As a result, the authority approved exorbitant 
replenishment fees on select users without any real plan for securing the future sources of water they seek to help bal-
ance the basin. Unfortunately, the authority’s plan picks “winners” and “losers” in the groundwater basin. 
 
My company, Searles Valley Minerals, will be particularly hard hit by the authority’s plan. Searles is a manufacturing 
company that has operated for 140 years with the region’s most senior water rights.  
 
We rely on groundwater for our operations but are now facing an exorbitant $6 million annual replenishment fee un-
der the authority’s proposal. That’s a 7,000% increase in the company’s water rates set to take effect on Jan. 1, 2021. 
The authority is pushing to implement its plan in only four months – something that typically has taken three years or 
more to do well – giving us no time or venue to create alternative options.  
 
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act calls for planning and implementation that does not create 
“undesirable results.” This is a case study in the unintended consequences of good legislation gone wrong when im-
plemented hastily. If this plan ultimately takes effect, Searles will be forced out of business, more than 700 good-
paying jobs will be eliminated, and our already underserved community will suffer dire economic consequences.  
 
The law empowers local communities to work together and is meant to prevent the need for costly and lengthy litiga-
tion that can take years. And yet, the Indian Wells Valley is a microcosm of what can go wrong when the Sustainable 
Groundwater Management Act is implemented without adequate public participation and buy-in, and without detailed 
plans for a sustainable water future.  
 
For local groundwater authorities in particular, the lesson here is: seek consensus at every step in the process, be a 
partner with your local community and map out a reasonable path that affords everyone the chance to participate.  
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As I inserted the above 
two articles into this news-
letter, I found myself real-
izing that, even with all  

this great information, much is left out 
to understand how to complete the solu-
tion. 
 
When researching and documenting the 
mountains of history and legal facts, the 
challenge of creating “Our Plan” 
brought forth the glaring truth that none 
of the CA government’s creation of 
SGMA on down to the local levels ever 
address the true cause of our IWV water 
problem and where solutions start.  Un-
less the primary cause of any problem is 
faced there cannot be any real solution 
found to down-the-line problems...only 
a patch here and there which  never 
create any permanent solution.   
 
I have found that all of these 
“patchwork” solutions are usually only 
for the benefit of the political world 

vening interference.  The start from a clean 
beginning and do it right. 
 
As I have watched this water mess develop 
not only here in the IWV and heavily in at 
least 17 of the western states, but also 
across so much of America, I believe every 
citizen of the U.S. must stand up, regain 
control of our political world and use not 
only common sense, but also understand 
what created the water mess plus respect 
nature to take back control, not of the wa-
ter but of the political and business entities 
that are destroying our private property 
rights and the rights and way of life our  
U.S. Constitution guarantees.   
 
We the people must also control the 
“exceptions” that must be made such as 
the Searles Valley Minerals who’s location 
is in an area with limited water but is 
based on the necessary minerals required 
for the welfare of we, the people.  One size 
never fits all.  However,  these exceptions 
are very limited and far between.  

 
This will require changes in current-day 
water law/rules/etc. The control allowed to      
  (continued, next  page)                                        

from the local level right up through the 
State level, combined with the real estate 
business world who has consistently 
OVER DEVELOPED land areas that 
cannot supply their own required water.  
This combination is today’s primary 
cause for moving water from one area to 
supply development in areas that cannot 
sustain their own water requirements.  
Ultimate beneficiaries are only local to 
state Governments and Real Estate pro-
motors.  
 
Unfortunately, the people who are ulti-
mately the land owners are usually una-
ware of the politics that issue all those 
permits and collect the property taxes 
plus the real estate promoters that gain 
tremendous wealth through property sales  
and take no responsibility for the lack of 
“on-site” water availability. 
 
The answer is not “bring in someone 
else’s water and destroy their lives and 
property values” and “make we, the peo-
ple...who have not authorized any ex-
penditure made by others...pay all the 
bills when the results hit hard”.  Go back 
to the original cause, and bypass all inter-

Our Water 

By Lorry Wagner 



Page 6 Newsletter No. 4 Private Property Well Owners and Residents of 
 Indian Wells Valley,  June 8, 2021 

government and certain business entities is not only not working, it is destroying citizen’s rights and allowing huge destruction to 
private property, agriculture and ranching...the latter two produce our food!  
 
One control we must impose is that  “only citizens and legal residents” may own property in the U.S.; exportation of food must only 
be allowed for above of U.S. needs, etc. and closing other loop holes that ultimately mess with our water rights.   Not easy, but must 
be done.   We are looking at over 100 years of ignoring intrusion of government and certain business practices that have created  this 
mess and that  should have been prohibited at the beginning.   
 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

The reason the following  pages are repeated here is  

because more and more residents of not only our Indian Wells Valley and 
the state of California are new readers for each new issue, but also resi-

dents of other states have come aboard our readers’ list. 

 

So please just bear with the repeated pages and understand we have new 
readers continually joining us. 

 

Also, please feel free to share this Newsletter with all you know who are 
either impacted by this government intrusion but also those who have a 

vote on anything that touches our overall water rights! 
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 Our Class-Action, Lawsuit Update! 
 
We continue to prepare for the “invasion of our property and water rights” by the IWVGA/SGMA/STATE OF CAL-
IFORNIA political attempt to take our water rights...actually our water, period...away from us so they can charge the 
California residents for any water they use, even from their own private property with privately drilled, pump and 
paid for them the property owners. 
 
We bring the following forth from our last newsletter to keep our path clear in the minds of all our IWV residents!  
Another part of this action would be that it is not only the Indian Well Valley area fighting this battle, but also all the 
other many SGMA-designated areas of California that have already suffered great damage by government sticking 
their noses into the lives of many residents and businesses within our state and either done huge amounts of damage 
or just flat destroyed their livelihoods.   
 
This is to inform all that we now have a very impressive list of legal entities who are very active in the areas of Class 
Action lawsuits.   
 
To be prepared in advance has always served the endangered party far better and faster then waiting until the hamper 
has dropped. 
 
 
 

The Invitation to “Join In” the Discussions within this 
Newsletter Is Always Open! 

 
All contact information appears on the last page of our Newsletters.  Please feel free to join in with any information, 
thoughts and/or suggestions you may have to share or contribute your own article/information for our next issue.  
For instance, the picture below is of the Cadiz area of which LA is trying to take over control of that water in addi-
tion to private parties also trying to extract and remove water from here to sell for personal profit!  Political/personal 
moves like this that go unchallenged are what create the  damage to the area’s residential population within such are-
as as Owens Lake and the removal of much of our natural water flow to refill our own IWV aquifers by LA’s diver-
sion of up to 460,000 acre feet per year of water into their own two LA aqueducts.  We can never let down our 
guard...or WE LOSE!   
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HOW MUCH OF OUR WATER DOES LA TAKE? 
Overview Breakdown by Year of Water Diverted to 

Los Angeles’ Two Aqueducts 
for the 

Owens Valley/LADWP Contracts 2009 through Current Year 
 

The agreement for 2021 should be available very soon and will be added to this document! 

Year 
2020 

 
2019 

 
2018 

 
2017 

 
2016 

 
2015 

 
2014 

 
2013 

 
2012 

 
2011 

 
2010 

 
2009 

 
2008 

 
2007 

 
2006 

 
2005 

Acre-Feet Pumped/Year Into LA’s Two Aqueducts 
168,000 acre feet 

 
374,000 acre feet 

 
248,000 acre feet 

 
460,200 acre feet 

 
114,000 acre feet 

 
42,400 acre feet 

 
85,510 estimated acre feet 

 
140,500 acre feet 

 
101,900 acre feet 

 
91,000 acre feet 

 
86,000 acre feet 

 
66,800 acre feet   

 
73,706 acre feet*  (see bottom of page) 

 
73,706 acre feet* (see bottom of page) 

 
151,000 acre feet 

 
90,000 acre feet 

*Pending LA vs. Owens Valley Lawsuit Final Result 
 to Require LA reinstate water flow to Owens Lake 

This Page Updated in April 8, , 2021 

Remember, folks, our IWV is using approximately 30,000 acre feet per year at this present time.  Shut 
down LA’s aqueduct-take and...after that water replenishes all it has raped to date...our IWV aquifer 

will fill up again! 
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We must stop the LADWP from “taking” water from Mono, Owens and Indian Wells Valley! 
It’s time for LA to install desalination plants and abandon the LA aqueducts! 

The above picture, starting at top-left-hand corner, shows natural water flow to Mono Lake being inter-
rupted (dashed line) by LADWP “taking” water and sending it to the Lake Crowley incoming natural 
water flow.  Then, the flow from Crowley Lake continues down Owens River to the location between 

Big Pine and Lone Pine where the LA Aqueduct diverts the bulk of that water into their aqueducts.   
 

This “taking” of water by LA from the refill water to Mono Lake has resulted in a second lawsuit re-
garding this same issue.  LA lost the first lawsuit a few years back and were forced to stop “taking” from 
Mono Lake.    LA tried to defy that first court decision but were caught.  This second lawsuit was filed 

in July, 2018, and has not yet come to conclusion. 
 

Remember, Folks, it is the fact that LA is “taking” our water which is why we have any problems 
with our own IWV aquifer refill!  We are NOT a “closed basin!” 

Our water “HAS ALWAYS” flowed down into our aquifer from the run-off all along our eastern 
Sierras for thousands, if not millions, of years BEFOR LADWP started taking our water 

into their aqueduct back in 1913. 

We repeat this 
page which 
also appears 
in some of 

our 
 newsletters 

since  
2016. 

 
We cannot let 

our guard 
and our fight 
down until we 
finish the job 
of sending LA 

to 
desalination 
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On June 21, 2019, The U.S. Supreme Court Ruled That Property Owners May Sue in Federal Court 
Without Seeking a Just Compensation Remedy in State Court First!   

 
Also remember that when we land owners sue through the CA State system, we pay twice!  Once for our 

own lawyers and a second time for the lawyers who are representing the State of California who are 
paid by our" TAX PAYERS’ $’s.  Bringing a  Class-Action Suit at the Federal Level should be negotiat-

ed for the lawyers’ payment to be by contingency so their payment is made from whatever settlement 
they win and we land owners are only forced to pay the CA Government legal costs with our CA tax $’s. 

 

Updated September 15, 2020 
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Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   
Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  
 lorrysda@gmail.com  

Or snail mail to: Lorry Wagner, 8222 Athel, Inyokern, CA 93527 

lorrysda@gmail.com 
Telephone:  760-377-5579 

 
 You can download a copy of this and all previous newsletters to read or  print out for  additional 

copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  
http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

 

Below is  contact information for the editor of this newsletter and our own website..   

  
  

We are seeking Attorney Firms that will take on our fight with a Class-Action Law Suit 
against CA Government for breaking our CA State Constitution through Proposition 4 
(1979) which requires the CA Government to pay all costs for any of their mandated re-
quirements sent down to Counties, Cities, other entities, etc. plus the new U.S. Supreme 

Court changes to property-owners water rights. 
 

We also believe any competent legal firm will be able to add several more illegal  
actions by both our CA Government and their  

State Groundwater Sustainability Authority management to any law suit! 
 

We believe a Class Action Law Suit would be the proper path to take and as per the new 
provisions by the U.S. Supreme Court, any such law suit should be filed at the Federal 

legal level and moved on up to the 
 U.S. Supreme Court if necessary! 

 
Please contact the Attorney Firms in you area and get back to us. 

Contact from any legal firm is welcome...we will gladly answer all questions! 
 

We understand no action can be taken “UNTIL” we, the people can justify the facts that 
California’s breaking our CA Constitution has jeopardized/damaged, etc. we, who live here 

and have been hit by California’s unlawful actions. 
 

So far we, the people here in the IWV have just received “threats” of all this “charging 
us for our water.”  As soon as these “threats turn into reality, we will move forward. 

 
However, across California all the other Business and Private Citizen lawsuits have been 
filed in California by California attorneys; i.e., total waste of time and $’s.  Those private 
citizens bringing law suits should have been encouraged to file Class Action.  Perhaps it 

is not too late for them if we can get word to them!  If our readers know of anyone in 
that situation, please share our information.  We have to STOP this intrusion by CA.! 
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