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In the process of bringing our website up to date (yes, “progress”, if one wants to call 
it that, forces us to “change with the times”) I came across several letters to our politi-
cians and other submissions to our local newspapers in which, after that disastrous 
March, 2018, so-called meeting in Inyokern, we started putting the real history, origi-
nal cause and absolute truth together.  In reflection when comparing all the real truth 
and research we were dead right in our initial reactions and early input.  This first sec-
tion of our newsletter brings back copies of some of that input for the purpose of 
bringing forth how we started our journey to come to our conclusions and filing “our 
plan” with President Trump and ultimately right into the Bureau of Land Management 
to stop this water mess and the many illegal mandates, both from the Department of 
Water and Power in Los Angeles and our political mess in Sacramento. 
 
These documents are on our website and available to anyone in the whole-wide world.  
We do keep track of visitors and have found that yes, there is world-wide interest in 
our situation which is continually brought forth in our newsletters.  Following are the 
links to these items which are .pdf  and can be downloaded.   If anyone has a problem 
downloading these to read, please contact me and I can send you copies directly to 
your private email. 
 
1. https://www.sdarabians.com/IWVWaterIdiots.pdf  March 21, 2018 
2. https://www.sdarabians.com/LtrhdFollowupApr27JeanFuller.pdf  April 27, 2018 
3.    https://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterLimitHousehold.pdf  June 4, 2018 
4.    https://www.sdarabians.com/IWVWaterJuneChaoticMeeting.pdf    June 8, 2018 
5.    https://www.sdarabians.com/NewspaperGovBrownJune2018.pdf  June, 2018 
6.    https://www.sdarabians.com/LACOSO.pdf  July 8, 2018, Parts 1 & 2 
7.    https://www.sdarabians.com/IWVGWAMessExposed.pdf  July 11, 2018, Part 3 
8.    https://www.sdarabians.com/LtrhdJeanFullerThirdLetter.pdf  July 24, 2018 
9.    https://www.sdarabians.com/LtrhdIWVGAReportVinceFong.pdf  July 24, 2018 
10.  https://www.sdarabians.com/WaterSacramentoSecretMeetings.pd  August, 2018 
 
The above gives our new readers (since the above were circulated and printed for our 
“then” contact list) a view of the contacts we initially made to stop all this water-
intrusion and illegal mess our government has dropped on our heads.  In summation 
we private-property well owners and city residents did huge amounts of research start-
ing with 1905 when LA started their “taking of our water” and we put together a plan 
that will work for not only us here in Indian Wells Valley, but all the rest of California 
and other Western States.  Please take the time to peruse the above history and results.    
 

See Page 11  
for 3books! 
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A Collective Look at Very Informative Submissions 
That Have Been Printed Within  

Our Local Newspapers and Other Documents 
 

By:  Mike Neel 
March 15, 2020 

Since the beginning of the JPA formation of the GA board, I have been protesting that this unelected body has wrongly 
taken power to tax and police us.  It matters not that JPA bodies are part of California law.  Any law that goes against 
Constitutional principles is unlawful, and therefore tyrannical.  That has been and is the case concerning the GA.  In the 
multiple times I have protested this, only once has a nebulous consent been made by Mick Gleason that “some day” we 
need to change it into an elected body.  All I can say at this point is promises, promises.  Easy to make, easier to ignore 
when they are not meant. 
 
We are now on the brink of GA passing Prop 218 taxes on our properties, as the lawyers have published for this and are 
working it behind the scenes right now.  The target date(s)  is for tax authority to be in place by this summer, yet we 
don’t even have a DWR approved plan so far.  This effort is unlawful if not performed by an elected body.  As yourself, 
since when did you like paying more taxes, and how do you like it when an unelected body who just took power to it-
self puts more taxes on you.  Is that right?  Is that the form of government we believe we should be ruled by:  How 
would we change ANYTHING the GA does that we don’t like if we haven’t elected them to rule in the first place?  Oh, 
maybe we would just kick out the whole City Council, the whole Water Board and the whole County Board of Supervi-
sors via recall all at once so we can get three new GA board members.  While we’re at it, we should just throw in 
changing the temperature of the sun.  Just as much chance of success. 
 
If the GA board is not elected by the People, it is simply tyrannical. This needs to be fixed immediately. I ask that the 
City Council inform the GA that no further actions will be approved by it's representative outside of putting an elected 
GA board in place.  In fact, there is really nothing of import the GA board needs to accomplish at this point, as the 
“plan” has been approved and submitted to fix this huge problem and give the People of this Valley an elected GA 
board to govern the use of the water in their lives. 
 
I ask that those that care on the Council inform the GA board that the time has come for an elected GA board to be 
formed, and effort to accomplish such begin immediately.  Stand up for We the People of the IWV. 

Again, a look at the past shows us that all of us were absolutely correct from the beginning.  Our Sacramento politicians 
who created the SGMA who created our IWVGA should never have been created and illegally given any authority over 
the water rights of all private-property owners plus the citizens living within all other areas of California.  The following 
have been shared within our newsletters, but we share again since many of our current readers are new to the situation/
area/problems, etc.  Special thanks to Mike Neel for his very insightful input and giving us his permission to reproduce 
same in our Newsletters. 
 
“Lorry,  Here is a copy of the letter I sent to the GA Board and City Council calling for an elected GA board.  Forgot 
to copy you on it.  I am now going to begin calling on the GA to do nothing else,  other than work to disband after 
getting an election started  to elect a GA Board.  I will be calling them unelected tyrants and describing the GA as 
illegal and unlawful.  I plan on calling in to the meeting tomorrow to say this. 
 
They are at this point robber barons, as the plan to property tax us to fund them is under way, with works to pursue it 
going on behind the scenes urged by their “lawyers.”   
 
Below is a copy of the letter, you may pass it along freely, along with the above comments.” 

NOTE by Lorry:  To our knowledge as of my last inquiry about 3 months ago, “the IWVGA plan” submitted 
to California’s SGMA has NOT BEEN APPROVED!  If it cannot be proven that it has been approved, then 
our own IWVGA has NO AUTHORITY to even have meetings, let alone try to impose “their” version of laws 
and financial responsibilities on any of us private-property owners with our own wells plus all subscribers to 
the Indian Wells Valley Water District which provides water to all other residents within their jurisdiction. 

Also appeared in Newsletter No. 6, 2020 
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More from Mike Neel  
August 20, 2021 

“The News Review” Letter to the Editor 
 

 GA Biggest Creator of Work for Lawyers In Valley History 
News from the Save Searles effort as of August 18 reveals that Searles Valley has filed a cross-complaint in 
Court to get an adjudication of ground-water rights determination.  The main reason from the news release, 
“The Authority’s actions since becoming the designated GSA for the basin, including the adoption of an exor-
bitant $2,130 per acre foot replenishment fee, ignore our groundwater rights, which are the most senior in the 
region”. 
 
So, the GA can’t get it right enough for the Water District to not feel compelled to file suit for an adjudication 
action, and now Searles feels the same way.  Add the several suits by Mojave Pistachios, and you come up 
with 4 current lawsuits.  AND WHO gets to opay the lawyers to do their ususal and drag this out for years and 
charge astronomical amount of dollars to do so.  You do boys and girls, that’s right YOU DO. 
 
So instead of getting it right and taking more time to consider what was likely to happen and find ways to treat 
all the water users here fairly, the GA had to chase the Gleason plan, charge us tons of money and now we will 
have to pay more to fund the only ones who win in this...the lawyers! 
 
If we don’t recall Haymen and at least Bruen or Breeden from the City Council, we will never get a good GA 
representative in the City’s seat.  That means we will be stuck in this quagmire for years. 
 
So it only takes a few thousand signatures with a little work and a recall can be on.  Question is, are there 
enough People in this Valley fed up enough with this to make it happen.   
 
Freedom to the Good People of Ridgecrest and Trona.  Mike Neel 
 

More from Mike Neel, September 9, 2021 

NOTE to Lorry from Mike:  The “back stab” letter discusses the City Attorney Staff report for the Septem-
ber 1 meeting that attacks the Water District and their adjudication lawsuit.  The other one was further illit-
eration on the subject.  Both these documents are quite large so I have given internet links below for down-
loading them. 
 
Keep up the good work.   P.S. The water district meeting on September 13, 2021 is going to be a fireworks 
event.  They get to respond to these attacks then.   The following links will take you to the two items availa-
ble.  Those of you who cannot copy and paste these links to your internet or cannot download for any other 
reason, please contact me (email address on last page) and I will send you .pdf copies. 
 
City Back-stab Letter to Water District  
September 1st  started off the month with one of the most contentious City Council meetings since the casino 
wars. The years long issue of the IWV basin water, who gets how much and how much they pay was the sub-
ject. Now, sadly,  the City is joining forces with the GA power structure to attack the Water District in its' 
laudable effort to get fair treatment for ALL water users in the Valley. During an agenda item last night,  the 
City Council supposedly sat  to "discuss" writing a letter to the Water District Board asking them to consider 
financing the huge replenishment fee. The reasoning is supposedly to lower the current water costs for District 
customers. Herein is a list of  some of the terms and descriptors applied to the Water District in the five page 
Attorney report:  the Water District "failed",  they have an "adversarial relationship" with the GA, they "stoked 
anger", more "failure", they "strategized" to attack the GA, they have "filed a lawsuit against every landowner 
in the basin", they have "caused unrest", and the last and best "their actions punishes every citizen in Ridge-
crest".  To be clear, these terms were used by the City Attorney in his agenda item report, but no objections in 
the Council were raised to the use of such inflammatory terms, proven by their answer to my question as to if 
they had read it. Each and every one of them read it, they know what these written attacks were. ( more detail 
available in the Facebook page -  Citizens Unfairly Affected by IWVGA's replenishment fee- post by Mike 
Neel) 
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So, just think, if  group A wants to sway group B toward  its' side on an issue, might they best  prevail by at-
tacking  Group Bs' intentions and character and shaming them  into it? Of course not. But our Council doesn't 
see that, and actually sent off the City Attorney to now write this "letter", in which we can expect more of the 
same. Make no mistake, the GA and the City Attorney are in lockstep, evidenced by Scott Hayman's verbal 
attacks on a former Water District board member last night, and continuing with further attacks on the Water 
District General Manager. The whole disgusting scene displayed nothing less than a school boy level attempt 
to bring shame on an honorable Water District Board that is trying to get fair treatment for its' customers, who 
comprise the vast bulk of water users in the basin.   
 
The City Manager, City Attorney and GA back room power players are now exposed as a scheming group bent 
on implementing the faulty Gleason agenda of shackling us with huge water costs forever, while giving the 
Base all the water they ever want for free. This now involves taking any tactic they think necessary, including 
such shameful attempts like this Council meeting where the City Attorney continues to lie and try to manipu-
late the Council to his will. If you want this to stop, you better email and call them ALL and say cease and de-
sist. This kind of smarmy behavior is beneath the good People of Ridgecrest and does not represent us. The 
City Council needs to resist having the GA use it to its' purposes, stay out of the Water Districts' business and 
act like mature adults. What was displayed last night for all to see is not such. If you doubt it, watch it on the 
City Youtube channel, the last item on the agenda. Be prepared to watch illogic, lying and manipulation. It was 
truly disheartening. We need far better at our Council meetings on this issue.  Freedom to the Good People of 
the IWV and Trona, Mike Neel 

 

City Attorney Attacks Water District 
Dated in August or September, 2021...Article Does Not Contain Actual Date! 

 
 
SUBJECT: Discussion of the Ridgecrest City Council to consider a request to the Indian Wells Valley Water 
District to finance its Replenishment Fee 
 
PRESENTED BY: Keith Lemieux, City Attorney 
 
Summary: At the most recent meeting of the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority (IWVGA), the 
board directed the chair, Scott Hayman, to send a letter to the Indian Wells Valley Water District (Water Dis-
trict) requesting that the Water District consider financing their replenishment fee costs so as to reduce water 
rates for Water District customers by approximately 75%. As this issue greatly effects the citizens of Ridge-
crest, the City Council may wish to consider sending a similar message for presentation at the Water District’s 
next regular meeting on September 13th 2021.  Note from Lorry:  This does not make any sense.  Any and all 
business costs are always forwarded to their consumers.   
 
Purpose of the Replenishment fee: The groundwater supplies in the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin 
are the only source of water for the City of Ridgecrest. The Water District was historically charged with not 
only operating the water system but also with preserving and maintaining the groundwater supply  [  REAL-
LY, WHO SAID THAT?] – our water future. However, the Water District failed to take the necessary steps to 
maintain the groundwater supply [ WATER SUPPLY, NOT AQUIFER REPLENISHMENT  IS THEIR JOB].  
Because of this failure, the State Department of Water Resources has determined that the Basin is now a “high 
priority” basin in a state of “critical overdraft”  [PASS THE BLAME- DISTRACT] meaning that we are draw-
ing substantially more water out of the basin than can be supported by rainfall, leading to a chronic lowering of 
groundwater levels. Accordingly, on May 25th, 2021, Orange County Superior Court Judge Kirk Nakamura 
found that “there is no dispute the Basin has been in a state of critical overdraft for decades due to over-
pumping.”  Note from Lorry:  Again, this in no way addresses the actual and primary cause of IWV’s aqui-
fer refill.  The cause is that LADWP is “STEALING” the water that naturally USED TO FLOW down to 
IWV to refill our aquifers each year.  Leave it to attorneys to twist facts to suit their purposes! 
 
Recent Basin modeling and hydrological reports show the Basin has been overdrafted for nearly six decades. 
These reports show that only 7,650 acre foot per year can be pumped from the Basin without endangering wa-
ter supplies.   Yet the Basin’s  largest  pumpers   (Indian Wells Valley Water  District, Meadowbrook Dairy, Mojave 
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Pistachio and the United States Navy) have each individually reported pumping needs, and/or historic pumping 
greater than the 7,650. The current combined pumping in the basin amounts to roughly 28,000 acre feet per 
year or 9.128 billion gallons of water. If this pumping were to continue unabated, the Basin’s infrastructure 
will be unable to meet the Basin’s water demands in roughly 43 years. 
 
The most recent basin models show that current rates of pumping will cause damages to 1 in 10 shallow wells 
by 2030 and increasing to roughly 1 in 4 by 2040. Importantly, these shallow wells provide domestic service to 
an estimated total of about 1,600 homes. If left unchecked, the direct damages to wells caused by the overdraft 
will equate to roughly $17.5 million dollars by 2040. These direct damages to wells are only one cost; addi-
tional costs for more intensive and expensive water treatment will likely be substantial due to the loss of water 
quality as the Basin is further drawn down. 
 
The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) of 2014 requires that these problems be investigated 
and  corrected. The Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority (IWVGA) was created by SGMA to create 
and implement a Groundwater Sustainability Plan (or “GSP”) to correct these problems. However, there is no 
easy or cheap solution. The water available in the Basin is not sufficient to support the current needs of the 
City and even if this could be achieved through drastic conservation or other measures that would still leave no 
water for economic growth. 
 
For the community to thrive, the IWVGA must purchase imported water supplies and develop the needed  infra-
structure to bring it into the Basin while mitigating ongoing damages to the Basin. For that reason, the Authority, 
after consulting with stakeholders in the community, adopted a GSP that requires pumpers to pay for the water that 
they remove from the Basin so that replacement water can be bought and returned to  the Basin. 
 
This ensures that an equal amount of water is returned to the Basin for each unit that is overpumped. The payment 
for this water is collected through a “replenishment fee.” [ A FEE THAT WAS FIERCELY OPPOSED BY OVER 
5,000 PROPERTY OWNERS, WHO WERE IGNORED BY THE GA]  
 
It is estimated the construction phase of the importation project will take ten years, with the design phase and 
environmental review taking five years or less. During the design phase the IWVGA will collect the funds nec-
essary to purchase import supply through the replenishment fee. The construction phase cannot begin until im-
port water supplies have been obtained because it will be necessary to demonstrate ownership of the water 
rights before we can obtain grant money to fund the construction costs of the conveyance system. This places 
the Basin on a tight time schedule. As Judge Nakamura explained: “[A]ny further delay in implementing the 
GSP will cause further harm to the Basin, increase the cost of imported water, and continue to damage shallow 
wells throughout the Basin.” 
 
Based on recent sales, it has been estimated that the cost per acre foot of imported water is roughly $10,500 per 
acre foot of delivered water entitlement. This works out to a fee of $2,112 per acre foot of water produced over 
five years if the purchase is not financed over a longer term. Under the adopted GSP, the Water District will 
need to bring into the Basin approximately 2,500-acre feet of water entitlement to meet its needs moving for-
ward. This comes at a cost of approximately 25 million dollars. These funds are collected from the Water Dis-
trict based on their monthly pumping and paid to the IWVGA so that IWVGA can use these funds to acquire 
new water rights. Recently, the IWVGA announced that they had made their first offer to purchase water rights 
based on the funds that had been paid so far. 
  
Water District Fees: The Water District has had an ambivalent and sometimes adversarial relationship with 
the GSP and its implementation. The Water District, along with other stakeholders in the Policy Advisory 
Committee, contributed to the creation of the GSP. The Water District also voted in favor of adopting the GSP 
[ WHEN A GA FRIENDLY DISTRICT REP WAS ON THE GA] which requires that the Water District im-
port water into the basin to replenish pumping and contemplates the adoption of the replenishment fee to pay 
for the cost of imported water.   
 
This ensures that an equal amount of water is returned to the Basin for each unit that is overpumped. The payment 
for this water is collected through a “replenishment fee.” [ A FEE THAT WAS FIERCELY OPPOSED BY OVER 
5,000 PROPERTY OWNERS, WHO WERE IGNORED BY THE GA]  
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 Next, the Water District voted to adopt the “Report on The Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin’s Sustain-
able Yield of 7,650 Acre-Feet” (also known as the “Sustainability Report”). The Sustainability Report exam-
ined the use of water in the Basin to determine the “beneficial impacts” of Basin projects as a foundation for 
setting the replenishment fee. It concluded that all the groundwater available in the Basin is in effect owned by 
the federal government and is therefore beyond the jurisdiction of the IWVGA to regulate. As a result, all 
pumping by all other parties in the Basin, including the Water District, would need to be replaced with import-
ed water. This meant that the Water District approved a report that indicated that all its pumping could be sub-
ject to the replenishment fee.[ AGAIN, WHEN A GA FRIEDNDLY REP WAS ON THE GA] 
 
However, when it came time to adopt the replenishment fee the Water District changed course. The fee was 
not assessed on pumping that was put to the benefit of the Navy and would therefore fall under the federal 
right. This meant that it was necessary to identify Water District uses that benefited the Navy such as water 
used for the domestic needs of Navy personnel. The IWVGA determined that 4,390 acre feet of the approxi-
mately 7,600 acre feet of annual Water District pumping fell into this category and would be exempt from the 
fee. The Water District disagreed with this assessment and requested a greater exception without providing a 
justification. 
 
The fee was nevertheless adopted as proposed [ OVER LARGE SCALE OBJECTION]  and implemented with 
the expectation that the Water District would seek and obtain long term financing of its obligation. (In fact, the 
notice for the fee which the Water District representative voted to mail to all the potential water users in the 
basin expressly provided that long term financing was contemplated.) 
 
Rather than finance the replenishment fee, in an apparent effort to assign “blame” for its costs [SOMEBODY 
TELL THEM THAT WHINING IS IMMATURE], the Water District added the fee as a line item to their wa-
ter bill. Water District customers that have called the Water District to complain about the amount of the bill 
have  been  directed to  the IWVGA.   This appears to  be part of strategy  to apply pressure  to the IWVGA by  
 
 
stoking anger among the rate payers who are subject to the unnecessarily high rates. [ LIES AND OBFUSCA-
TION] 
 
Financing the Fee: The Water District currently charges the replenishment fee at $1.70 per hundred cubic foot on 
each customer's water bill for an average increase of $25.00 per month ($300.00 per year) for the typical customer. 
Financing these fees over a 30-year term could result in a discount of approximately 75% in the current impact to 
the ratepayers.  
 
Based on work provided by financial analysts, payments on a 30-year bond would reduce this fee from $1.70 per 
HCF to $0.42 per HCF. This could result in an average monthly charge of $6.20 instead of the current average Wa-
ter District charge of $25.00. The savings equates to approximately $18.80 per month (or $226.00 per year) for the 
average District customer.  
 
Despite these significant savings, Water District has not publicly considered financing its needed entitlement 
since the adoption of the replenishment fees over a year ago. Additionally, Water District staff have admitted 
that the Water District has not even obtained financial analysts or “hard numbers” on a Water District financ-
ing package for its entitlement needs. Moreover, at a recent workshop, Water District staff’s recommendation 
that a financial analyst be engaged to look at the Water District’s SGMA and litigation costs was expressly re-
buffed by the board members, including a former Water District representative on the IWVGA. It would ap-
pear, therefore that the Water District's failure to consider this issue is not merely an oversight but part of an 
intentional strategy. [ MORE LIES AND OBFUSCATION] 
 
New Spending by the District: This issue is compounded by the significant increase in spending that the Wa-
ter District has recently planned. The Water District recently filed a general groundwater adjudication -- a spe-
cial kind of lawsuit in which all people who draw, or could draw, water from a groundwater basin must prove 
that they have the lawful right to do so. In this way the Water District has filed suit against [AGAINST, 
AGAINST- HOW ABOUT IN BEHALF OF]  every landowner in the basin as well as the City, the County of 
Kern, all farmers, and numerous other water producers. 
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 As you can imagine, these cases are extremely time consuming and expensive to litigate. In fact, the Water 
District recently budgeted nearly one million dollars a year to prosecute this case; roughly 10% of its annual 
operating budget. Similar cases have taken decades to complete. Therefore, this Water District lawsuit can 
conservatively be expected to cost the Water District’s rate payers from five to ten million dollars or more 
[ FREEDOM FROM TYRANTS ALWAYS COSTS] -- or to put it another way nearly one-half the costs for 
the Water District’s import entitlement needs. 
 
The City is named as a defendant in this lawsuit and it is a direct challenge to the City’s ability to irrigate its 
parks. Water District board members have publicly stated that they believe that water used on City parks 
should come from import supplies. As a result, the City will need to vigorously defend its water rights from 
this unwarranted and legally deficient attack [ SO YOU SAY- LAWYER LIES] in order to ensure that sports 
fields are available to the public. Unfortunately, the population of the City will be required to pay for both 
sides of this lawsuit.  [ MORE BLAME SHIFTING] 
 
In addition to the high cost of bringing this action, the ultimate outcome of this case is likely to also signifi-
cantly increase costs to the rate payers. At present, the Water District has 4,390 acre feet of annual production 
that is exempted from the replenishment fee. The Water District is betting that it can somehow obtain an even 
greater share of the roughly 7,600 acre feet available. Given that the total draw from the basin is in excess of 
28,000 acre feet, and given the court’s general desire to treat similarly situated parties equally, it is extremely 
unlikely that the court would find that well over half of the Basin water should go to the Water District. 
 
In fact, the outcome could be very dire. If you assume that nonfederal pumping will be reduced roughly even-
ly, it is quite possible that the Water District's share of the native safe yield may be found to be less than 1,000 
acre feet. If this is the outcome, then the Water District would need nearly 6,000 acre feet per year of entitle-
ment at a current cost of nearly 60 million dollars. This means that the adjudication could cause the Water Dis-
trict to spend millions of dollars only to obtain a judgment that increases their costs by tens of millions of dol-
lars more.  [ MORE DISGUSTING LAWYER LIES AND JUVENILE SPECULATION]  
 
Further, the Water District has recently presented plans to try to use the City’s wastewater to replenish the Ba-
sin. While this plan is highly laudable in general concept, it is also very costly when done in the direct injec-
tion manner proposed by the Water District. The Water District plan would require that wastewater would be 
treated to a very costly standard, possibly the highest possible standard, and then reinjected into the ground. 
This is expected to cost well over 100 million dollars for initial capital costs and additional millions for project 
operations and maintenance costs once the project has been completed.  
 
Considering these new costs, we expect that Water District will need to significantly raise their rates beyond 
even the large rate increase that they have attributed to the replenishment fee. Even if these new rate increases 
are phased over time, it is likely that they will cause significant economic strain on rate payers and could nega-
tively impact future economic growth. The Water District should do what it can to reduce the impact of these 
costs on its current ratepayers to accommodate all of the significant spending that it has planned. 
 
Rate Reform by the District: The failure by the Water District to properly account for its water needs and 
finance its water fees places the City's water future at grave risk. By filing an imprudent lawsuit and making 
the replenishment fee unnecessarily expensive, the Water District apparently hopes to cause unrest against the 
IWVGA and the replenishment fee. This strategy is both reckless in its tactics and its goals. The tactic punish-
es the citizens of Ridgecrest with unnecessarily high rates while further damaging the basin. [ IT COULD ON-
LY GET WORSE- THE LIES EXPAND]  Moreover, if achieved, the goal would deny to the City the water 
resources it needs for sustainability and further economic growth. 
 
Some have argued that it is somehow unwise or unethical to borrow money for this purpose. However, bor-
rowing money for this purpose is both wise, necessary and extremely common. The benefits of new water sup-
plies will be enjoyed not just by the current citizens of Ridgecrest but by future generations who will have that 
water so that the city can grow and prosper. Financing the fee allows the cost of this benefit to be borne not 
solely by current ratepayers but also by future ratepayers that will also enjoy the benefits. Failing to finance the 
fee unreasonably places all the costs on the current ratepayers even though the benefits of the fee will be enjoyed by  



Page 8 Newsletter No. 10 Private Property Well Owners and Residents of 
 Indian Wells Valley,  November 15, 2021 

future ratepayers as well. For this reason, purchases of water rights are routinely financed by low interest tax free 
bonds  for this purpose 
 
Furthermore, if the fee were to be financed the community would have that money immediately to buy water re-
sources now. As a critically overdrafted basin, this community is ahead of other places in the State when it comes to 
acquiring water resources. Each year more communities will complete their own GSP and begin their own search 
for water. At the same time, the water resources have dwindled causing the price to increase. Experts for the 
IWVGA, with combined professional water experience of well over a hundred years, have unanimously indicated 
that it is more than reasonable to expect that these prices will sharply increase in the coming months and years as 
other communities begin their own hunt for water.  
 
In sum, if we have the money available now, we can ensure the stability of the community and the potential for eco-
nomic growth by acquiring the needed water resources now at a significantly cheaper rate while also protecting the 
basin from further damages. For these reasons, staff recommends that the City Council appoint a member, or mem-
bers, to present a prepared statement expressing the concerns contained in this report at the next regular meeting of 
the Water District. [ THEY AVOID THE OBVIOUS- THERE IS NOAPPROVED PLAN, THEY HAVE NOTH-
ING. SEARLES IS GOING TO CONTINUE TO FIGHT THIS AND WITH ONLY HALF THE POT OF RE-
PLENISHMENT FEE FUNDS, IT COMPLETELY FALLS APART]  
 
 

 More from Mike Neel, November 12, 2021 
So, the brigands on the GA are having heartburn over the sole member in their group who cares about the Peo-
ple in this Valley coming up to be Chair of the Board per their bylaws annual rotation-Stan Rajtoro.  They had 
the idea so much, they want to talk about having a vote to throw him out after he takes the Chair.  That’s right, 
no confidence.  This childish attempt is despicable and asinine. 
 
They need to hear loud and clear what WE think about the only competent member of this Board being thrown 
out by these boneheads. 
 
Email them and let them have it. 
 

NOW WE ARE GOING TO BUY OUR OWN WATER???? 
By: Lorry Wagner 

August 20, 2018 
 
I just read the “Imported water option….” article in the 8/17/18 issue of the Daily Independent.  I’m still shaking my 
head, trying to contain my frustration, anger and frankly disbelief at this unbelievable and nonsensical presentation and 
challenging the intelligence of any consideration of such a travesty! PEOPLE OF IWV, PLEASE STAY ON ALERT 
AND NEVER LET ANY “OUTSIDERS” EVER BECOME INVOLVED IN OUR WATER AND OUR LIVES!!!! 
 
QUESTION…Why would the people of IWV “EVER” pay anyone or any entity to purchase OUR OWN WATER from 
the very entity that is basically stealing OUR OWN WATER to start with and, in the process also pay those so-called 
“contractors” to pave the way!  ANSWER…We, especially the well owners in this Valley, are NOT that unknowledgea-
ble of the “CAUSE” of any IWV water shortage and we are smart enough to never be sold that “bill of goods” by outsid-
ers. 
 
Speaking for myself, when I became aware of this issue when I starting putting history together, ran down the basic root 
cause, pursued answers and solutions, made many specific contacts seeking avenues to pursue solution and it all came 
down to what is the one and only very simple solution; i.e., Los Angeles DWP has to move to desalination and destroy 
this aqueduct monster that is stealing the water that has always refilled our own aquifer until 1905 when LA “illegally” 
started to build their first aqueduct. I have also shared my research and solutions and am working with our IWV well 
owners! Intelligent solutions take time to create and perfect. I have also personally contacted our U.S. Congressman and 
the White House. That’s just for starters!  
 
Our newspapers limits size of submissions which does not allow enough room to go into further detail. But, understand 
that so much more has been done by many of us and by other groups/organizations all over California which are on the 
same page we are. IWV is very unique as to the root cause and solution. There is at least one other area in Northern Cali-
fornia who also has the LADWP stealing their water and importing same to LA. Other areas of California each have their 
own individual causes and solutions that are unique to them.   The final solutions are all intertwined and related.  We can  
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reinstate our refill flowing into our IWV aquifer! We DO NOT need to pay anyone for our own water and we do not 
need to pay millions of $’s for very bad, unknowledgeable and misleading planning by entities that often have personal-
gain agendas!  
 
Hop aboard, folks. Let’s take care of this in the right way which will solve the problem for many years in the future with-
out devastating all our quality of life. 
 

The following information came from two of our IWV residents.   
We do not know if these vouchers have been paid in full but they are on record as having been authorized for payment 
and signed by “IWVGA Staff (various signatures) and the “Indian Wells Valley Water District, CFO, General Manager 
and Account (various signatures).”  

 Paid to Stetson Engineers, Inc. 
The following Stetson Engineers, Inc. charges to IWVGA have been submitted to “County of Kern, County Auditor’s 
Vouchers.”  We do not know if these vouchers have been paid in full but they are on record as having been authorized 
for payment and signed by “IWVGA Staff (various signatures) and the “Indian Wells Valley Water District, CFO, Gen-
eral Manager and Account (various signatures).”  

 
   Date  Invoice No.   Payee       Amount of Payment     Running Total 
 
1/03/2020 #2652-25  Stetson Engineers, Inc.      $ 102,654.54        $ 102,654.54 
 
1/13/2021 #2652-36  Stetson Engineers, Inc.                 103,189.02                    205,843.55 
 
1/13/2021 #2652-37  Stetson Engineers, Inc.            147,792.99                    353,636.55 
 
 
1/31/2020 #2652-28  Stetson Engineers, Inc.                65,929.11                    419,565.66 
 
5/26/2020 #2652-31  Stetson Engineers, Inc.                   59,725,71                    479,291.37 
 
6/03/2020 #2652-29  Stetson Engineers, Inc.                   57,003.73                    536,295.10 
 
6/03/2020 #2652-30  Stetson Engineers, Inc.                   83,384.06                     619,579.16 
 
7/20/2020 #3652-33  Stetson Engineers, Inc.                 118,814.82                     738,493.98 
 
9/14/2020 #2652-27  Stetson Engineers, Inc.                 183,634.49                     922,128.47 
 
11/12/2020` #2652-34  Stetson Engineers, Inc.                 113,815.49                  1,035,943.96 
 
12/29/2020 #2652-32  Stetson Engineers, Inc.                 105,748.23                  1,141,692.19 
 
6/08/2021 #2652-38  Stetson Engineers, Inc.                  68,616.69                  1,210,308.88 
 
6/08/2021 #2652-39  Stetson Engineers, Inc.                  49,307.67                  1,250.616.55 
 
6/08/2021 #2652-40  Stetson Engineers, Inc.                  90,629.36                  1,350,245.91 
 
6/08/2021 #2652-40  Stetson Engineers, Inc.                102,654.54                  1,452,900.45  
 
 
Each of these statements contain several pages breaking down the total charges which, of course, cannot be added to this 
newsletter.  However, if you have an interest in delving into what Stetson has provided for this 1,45 million $’s charge, 
just contact me and I will send you the .pdf copy for each one.  I’ve run 4 of my own personal businesses plus Larry and 
I owned Sierra Sirocco, Inc. and I ran that business, Larry had full charge of the construction site and we both did the 
bidding, job walks, etc. together.  Neither of us would ever run our businesses like this!  That’s a fast trip to bankruptcy 
in the real business world, but then this is the “political and government” way!  My contact information is on the last 
page of this Newsletter. 
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The reason the following  pages are repeated here is  
because more and more residents of not only our Indian Wells Valley and the state of California are new read-

ers for each new issue, but also residents of other states have come aboard our readers’ list. 
 

So please just bear with the repeated pages and understand we have new readers continually joining us. 
 

Also, please feel free to share this Newsletter with all you know who are not only impacted by this govern-
ment intrusion but also those who have a vote on anything that touches our overall water rights! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:   Our website is updated as of August 5 ! 
  

https://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 
 

This newsletter will be available on our Website within a few days.  I will send out notice when it is availa-
ble to the public. 

Private Property Well Owners and Residents of 
 Indian Wells Valley,  November 15, 2021 

 
The Three Volumes of “Our Plan” 

Submitted by the Private-Property Well Owners and Residents of The Indian Wells Valley 
This plan was sent to President Trump in September of 2018.  It also went to Rep. Kevin McCarthy and the Secretary of the 

Department of Interior.  President Trump directed the Department of Interior to address this issue.   



By:  Lorry Wagner 
Editor 

Okay, folks.  Where do you think our so-called "drought problem" comes from?  What do you think has 
"caused" this problem.  The answer is very simple...it's two-fold!  Fold 1 is Mother Nature doing her thing as 
she has done for millions of year!  Fold 2 is 1)"government ignorant interference in order to suck up $'s into 
their coffers via permitting ending in property taxes coupled with 2) Real Estate huge expansion of building in 
large areas that cannot provide their own water so they "take" it from other areas thus basically stealing water 
from folks, businesses, farms and ranches that actually own that water; YES, stealing it".  Add to that the 
“pot” growers take as described in Newsletter 2021No7. 
 
There's much more detail for which there is no room here, but it is a fact that ONLY our legal voters can stop 
this all the way from local areas to county, to state and all the way up to Federal.  We here in the Indian Wells 
Valley, California, located on the eastern side of the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range...when we realized that 
the LA Department of Water and Power in bed with the State of California that created SGMA (illegal mess) 
had been turned loose (again, illegally) to take full control of any water areas they could grab (illegally) and 
suck $'s for water into their pockets to say nothing of CONTROL OVER ALL THE PEOPLE...grabbed the bit 
in our teeth and did the research, found the correct path at the correct government level, put the plan together 
that will stop all this  "takeover the people" by government combined with Real Estate promoting disastrous 
expansion, the  results of which have devastated our US Constitutional freedom to live our lives and live on 
our own property which has its own water or a developed city/town/etc., which also has its own water  across 
Southern California like LADWP.  Yes, all that "politically created" agenda can be thrown out and corrected 
including all the water being stolen by those illegal pot growners, etc. 
 
Remember one thing, folks.  WATER SHOULD NEVER BE SOLD...PERIOD!  Water is the number one, 
primary requirement for life for nearly every living man, animal, aquatic, etc., etc., on earth.  The ONLY 
charge for bringing water to "we the people" must be  limited to the cost of pumping that water, the pipelines 
moving the water to the destination which that surface or aquifer serves and maintenance of same...NEVER 
FOR THE WATER, itself.   
 
And...CERTAINLY...never for government entities spending $'s to mess around with our water with their UN
-knowledgeable stupidity and without our permission to spend those $'s.  We registered voters passed laws in 
1978…”California Proposition 13”addressing cap on raising property taxes and “California Proposition 4” in 
1979...which clearly state that if California passes anything that carries expenditures down to counties, cities 
and/or individuals California must pay for those expenses.  Any “additions” added by CA state attorneys, etc., 
are not approved by we, the voting citizens.  As we all know, the State of California tries to obfuscate their 
responsibilities mandated by the voting citizens with “sneaked-in” language usually incorporated in “other” 
propositions, etc.  NO!  IWVGA/SGMA/CA GOVERNMENT...we will not put up with that!  You, California 
Government,  pay all the bills generated by the IWVGA/SGMA/State of California as we, the voting citizens 
ordered you to do so in 1978!  Plus, STOP the illegal pot growers from stealing our water! 
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NOTE:  This editorial originally 
appeared in Newsletter 2021-6, and 
is repeated here as requested by new 
readers to our site. 
 
We have continual, new readers of 
our newsletters. 
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 Our Class-Action, Lawsuit Update! 
 
We continue to prepare for the “invasion of our property and water rights” by the IWVGA/SGMA/STATE OF CAL-
IFORNIA political attempt to take our water rights...actually our water, period...away from us so they can charge the 
California residents for any water they use, even from their own  privately drilled wells, pumps, water lines, pressure 
pumps and holding tanks, etc., and paid for all of these items required to bring a drink of water to the kitchen faucets 
the property owners. 
 
We bring the following forth from our past newsletters to keep our path clear in the minds of all our IWV residents!  
Another part of this action would be that it is not only the Indian Well Valley area fighting this battle, but also all the 
other many SGMA-designated areas of California that have already suffered great damage by government sticking 
their noses into the lives of many residents and businesses within our state and which has done huge amounts of 
damage or just flat destroyed their livelihoods.   
 
This is to inform all that we now have a very impressive list of legal entities who are very active in the areas of Class 
Action lawsuits.   
 
To be prepared in advance has always served the endangered party far better and faster then waiting until the ham-
mer has dropped. 
 
 
 

The Invitation to “Join In” the Discussions within this 
Newsletter Is Always Open! 

 
All contact information appears on the last page of our Newsletters.  Please feel free to join in with any information, 
thoughts and/or suggestions you may have to share or contribute your own article/information for our next issue.  
For instance, the picture below is of the Cadiz area of which LA is trying to take over control of that water in addi-
tion to private parties also trying to extract and remove water from here to sell for personal profit!  Political/personal 
moves like this that go unchallenged are what create the  damage to the area’s residential population within such are-
as as Owens Lake and the removal of much of our natural water flow to refill our own IWV aquifers by LA’s diver-
sion of up to 460,000 acre feet per year of water into their own two LA aqueducts.  We can never let down our 
guard...or WE LOSE!   
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HOW MUCH OF OUR WATER DOES LA TAKE? 
Overview Breakdown by Year of Water Diverted to 

Los Angeles’ Two Aqueducts 
for the 

Owens Valley/LADWP Contracts 2009 through Current Year 
(just added...2021) 

Year 
 

2021 
 

2020 
 

2019 
 

2018 
 

2017 
 

2016 
 

2015 
 

2014 
 

2013 
 

2012 
 

2011 
 

2010 
 

2009 
 

2008 
 

2007 
 

2006 
 

2005 

Acre-Feet Pumped/Year Into LA’s Two Aqueducts 
 

78,980 acre feet  
 

168,000 acre feet...Revised 93,000 acre feet 
 

374,000 acre feet 
 

248,000 acre feet 
 

460,200 acre feet 
 

114,000 acre feet 
 

42,400 acre feet 
 

85,510 estimated acre feet 
 

140,500 acre feet 
 

101,900 acre feet 
 

91,000 acre feet 
 

86,000 acre feet 
 

66,800 acre feet   
 

73,706 acre feet*  (see bottom of page) 
 

73,706 acre feet* (see bottom of page) 
 

151,000 acre feet 
 

90,000 acre feet 

*Pending LA vs. Owens Valley Lawsuit Final Result 
 Requires LA reinstate water flow to Owens Lake. 

LA is currently now breaking this legal requirement and 
Owens Lake is drying up again! 

This Page Updated on November 15, 2021 

Remember, folks, our IWV is using approximately 30,000 acre feet per year at this present time.  Shut 
down LA’s two aqueducts take and...after that water replenishes all it has raped to date...our IWV 

aquifer will fill up again! 
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We must stop the LADWP from “taking” water from Mono, Owens and Kern Counties.  This di-
rectly impacts our water levels in Indian Wells which also services Searles Valleys! 

It’s time for LA to install desalination plants and abandon the LA aqueducts! 
The above picture, starting at top-left-hand corner, shows natural water flow to Mono Lake being 
interrupted (dashed line) by LADWP “taking” water and sending it to the Lake Crowley incoming 

natural water flow.  Then, the flow from Crowley Lake continues down Owens River to the location 
between Big Pine and Lone Pine where the LA Aqueduct diverts the bulk of that water into their aq-

ueducts.   
 

This “taking” of water by LA from the refill water to Mono Lake has resulted in a second lawsuit 
regarding this same issue.  LA lost the first lawsuit a few years back and were forced to stop 

“taking” from Mono Lake.    LA tried to defy that first court decision but were caught.  This second 
lawsuit was filed in July, 2018, and has not yet come to conclusion. 

 
Remember, Folks, it is the fact that LA is “taking” our water which is why we have any prob-

lems with our own IWV aquifer refill!  We are NOT a “closed basin!” 
Our water “HAS ALWAYS” flowed down into our aquifer from the run-off all along our east-
ern Sierras for thousands, if not millions, of years BEFOR LADWP started taking our water 

into their original aqueduct back in 1913, expanding to two aqueducts now. 
 

We repeat this page which 
also appears in some of our 

 newsletters since  
2016. 

 
We cannot let our guard and 
our fight down until we fin-
ish the job of sending LA to 

desalination! 
 

NOTE:  LA is now propos-
ing adding desalination to 

their water intake but to also 
continue taking our water 
from the Owens Valley on 

South! 
 

NO, LA!  Shut down these 
aqueducts by which you 

steal our water!  Use your 
own Pacific Ocean water 

that is available directly on 
your western boarder! 

 
The infrastructure is already 

there.  Just switch the in-
coming flow! 
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On June 21, 2019, The U.S. Supreme Court Ruled That Property Owners May Sue in Federal Court 
Without Seeking a Just, Compensation Remedy in State Court First!   

 
Also remember that when we land owners sue through the CA State system, we pay twice!  Once for our 

own lawyers and a second time for the lawyers who are representing the State of California who are 
paid by our" TAX PAYERS’ $’s.  Bringing a  Class-Action Suit at the Federal Level should be negotiat-

ed for the lawyers’ payment to be by contingency so their payment is made from whatever settlement 
they win and we land owners are only forced to pay the CA Government legal costs with our CA tax $’s. 

 

Updated July 22, 2021 
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Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   Also, you may add 
your replies and/or additional information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  

 lorrysda@gmail.com  
Or snail mail to: Lorry Wagner, 8222 Athel, Inyokern, CA 93527 

lorrysda@gmail.com 
Telephone:  760-377-5579 

 
 You can download a copy of this and all previous newsletters to read or  print out for  additional 

copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  
http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

 

Below is  contact information for the editor of this newsletter and our own website..   

  
  

We are seeking Attorney Firms that will take on our fight with a Class-Action Law Suit 
against CA Government for breaking our CA State Constitution through Proposition 4 (1979) 

which requires the CA Government to pay all costs for any of their mandated requirements 
sent down to Counties, Cities, other entities, etc. plus the new U.S. Supreme Court changes to 

property-owners water rights. 
 

We also believe any competent legal firm will be able to add several more illegal  
actions by both our CA Government and their  

State Groundwater Sustainability Authority management to any law suit! 
 

We believe a Class Action Law Suit would be the proper path to take and as per the new pro-
visions by the U.S. Supreme Court, any such law suit should be filed at the Federal legal level 

and moved on up to the 
 U.S. Supreme Court if necessary! 

 
Please contact the Attorney Firms in you area and get back to us. 

Contact from any legal firm is welcome...we will gladly answer all questions! 
 

We understand no action can be taken “UNTIL” we, the people can justify the facts that 
 California is breaking our CA Constitution and has jeopardized/damaged, etc. the private-
property well owners and residents who live here in Indian Wells Valley and have been hit 
by California’s unlawful actions.  At this date and time only our larger agricultural owners 

and Searles Valley Minerals in Trona (our neighbor ~20 miles east of IWV) have been  
attacked and have brought their own lawsuits against our IWVGA. 

 
So far we, the people here in the IWV have just received “threats” of all this “charging us for 

our water.”  As soon as these “threats turn into reality,” we will move forward. 
 

However, across California all the other Business and Private Citizen lawsuits have been filed 
in California by California attorneys; i.e., total waste of time and $’s.  Those private citizens 

bringing law suits should have been encouraged to file Class Action.  Perhaps it is not too late 
for them if we can get word to them!  If our readers know of anyone in that situation, please 

share our information.  We have to STOP this intrusion by CA.! 
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