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Part 2:    LADWP Electric Power Plants 
Let’s Look As History Moves From 2013 Forward to Today 

 
Citizens, Property Owners and Businesses of California, 

Your Water Rights Are In Danger 
By Lorry Wagner 

September 15, 2018 
 

Newsletter 7 brought a pictured look at what LADWP has done with catching and diverting of our 
natural-refill water for Mono County, Inyo County, Indian Wells Valley/Kern County and on down 
the southerly path.  This water that flows from head waters initiating high in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountain range, both surface and underground, kept our IWV aquifer very full for centuries.  The 
impact LA has brought down on all of us from whom this water was taken is unacceptable...period!  
  
After much research, my conclusion is that LA’s politicians and real-estate developers made serious 
mistakes and used extremely self-serving influence (illegal???) and judgement in developing so 
much of the San Fernando and fringe areas north of LA  just to put money in the bank accounts/
pockets of real estate brokers, politicians and probably more we don’t know about.  Was no thought 
given to the fact that such areas of development must also be able to supply their own water, power 
and other utilities or did they plan to “take” same from other areas from the get-go!    Most of that 
area was originally comprised of a very large and many small cattle ranches which required far less 
water and (after electricity was finally established) electric power...no utilities in this area were over 
burdened at that time.   
 
LA never had and still doesn’t have the ability to support the above-described expansion’s utility 
requirements (water and power in the least) from within their own area.  Keeping that in mind, in 
addition to LA’s taking our water and re-routing approximately 100,000 acre feet/year to Los Ange-
les (at this time...this seems to constantly grow...2018-2019 projection is 248,800 acre-feet...that’s 
over double),  we now add the at-least 8 power plants LADWP has established and owns from 
“Gorge Canyon” above Bishop to Haiwee Reservoir at the south end of Owens Valley in California,   
all of which are powered by water flowing from the Gorge Canyon to Owens River  (the 4 above 
Bishop) the rest using water from one of LA’s aqueducts to power those electric plants,  creating  
the electricity and then transferring that water  back into that same aqueduct.  That’s “our water,” 
LA doesn’t pay us a dime for the electric-plants’ usage and we individuals get to pay for the use of 
that electricity when it enters the power grid and goes through our Edison meters, but LA sells that 
electricity to go into that grid.   
 
“IF” LA currently has to, in any way, pay for the water they take from us, meaning Mono and Inyo 
counties areas,  who gets the money?  With whom has LA signed any agreement(s) /contract(s)?  
We, the people, own that public land that is “managed” by BLM or U.S. Forest Service under the 
U.S. Department of Interior from which these head waters feed the underground, streams and rivers 
to bring forth this water to our valleys.  As far as I can determine we, the owners, have never even 
been apprised of  who/what/how any arrangements have been made, who has signed approval of 
any agreement/contract if such exists and who has been paid and how much in order for LA to take 
the water.  Also, why is the State of California issuing some kind of license to LA for this opera-
tion?   This area is one in which I am working to trace down the truth, force all parties to “follow 
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water-rights law” and correct all the illegal mess LA has caused since those aqueducts opened, starting in 1913. 
 
Back to the power plants and to describe in more depth, there are 4 electric plants fed by the head waters flowing down the Gorge 
Canyon to  4  plants (that we know of) above Bishop.  The last 4 are powered by water  diverted into the LA aqueducts with a small 
amount continuing on down the Owens River where this split occurs just above Independence.   The last 4 of these electric plants are 
powered by aqueduct water from the beginning of the aqueducts to the Haiwee Reservoir.  This reservoir is about eight miles long, 
lies in a shallow gorge of the original Owens River east of U.S. 395 and south of  Olancha and the original but now drained Owens 
Lake which was caused by aqueduct diversion.  Details regarding Owens Lake are further explained in our upcoming Newsletter 9.  
The northern Haiwee reservoir is fed by water out of the aqueducts just below Olancha and the lower section of this reservoir re-
ceives limited water via a small channel connection to the northern reservoir.  At the southern end of this small channel there are 
facilities to pump water back into the aqueduct(s)  where water is then transmitted to the last of the 8 power stations which is located 
at the end area of those reservoirs.   From there the aqueducts go underground and can’t be seen via surface observation.   
 
First, I will repeat for the umpteenth time, this is water LA is “taking” from the head waters which feed downstream creeks, rivers, 
etc., that should be running free to refill Mono Lake, Crowley Lake,  Owens River, Haiwee, and Little Lake surface waters plus  also 
feed all the underground aquifers in the line of that head-waters flow from Mono County to IWV in Kern County and further , both 
easterly and southerly.  Instead, add to LA’s diverting a huge amount of our water for their use 200+ miles south of us, they also  use 
this water for their own power plants  and added financial gain.   LA does not pay us for this water which technically belongs to all of 
us within Mono County, Inyo County/Owens Valley,  Indian Wells Valley and Fremont Valley area of Kern County; however, they 
must pay “someone”.  Who and how much, is the question!   Thus, LA “takes” our water without paying “US” for that water, uses it 
and gets paid via their own water and electric bills and now our IWVGWA is reportedly planning for us to, in essence,  “BUY 
BACK” some of this water to relieve  IWV’s aquifer drawdown this group blames on drought!  As I understand it, the most recent 
possibility is to buy some kind of “State reserve”  water at $5,000/acre foot and somehow tap into LA’s aqueduct to refill our aquifer.  
I haven’t seen details to fully understand the process but I believe we can be assured if this latter ends up being an implemented plan 
that LA will be paid a huge amount of $’s which, again, goes back to the fact that we, the people, would be buying back our own 
water.  However, be assured it is we, who live here in IWV, that will pay this bill and also be assured this will be a huge bill per per-
son.   
 
Again this water  needs to go back to natural flow down from originating head waters both  above and below ground to refresh and 
refill the natural surface waters and aquifers that are now going dry...supposedly because of drought!    How did we allow this to hap-
pen?   There are far better solutions that may take more time than the Sacramento’s SGMA has mandated.  We, the “Friends of Indi-
an Wells Valley” who are mostly private-property well owners are seeking the path to solution that makes sense and will be a perma-
nent, long-lasting solution.   
 
The following pictures are shared here to help folks better understand the realities of what LA has caused which impacts all of us.  
Newsletters 7 and 8 focus on the specifics of the aqueducts “taking” of water and exposing where our water problem started, how it 
expanded through the last 105 years and why we are where we are today.  The following picture trip focuses on the power-plant in-
fluence down these aqueducts.  I believe that in order to finalize a real solution, one has to understand how the problem has been 
created.  The last page after the pictures is a table showing the approximate usages of our water  as of the 2017  - 2018 years to bring 
perspective to you.  The projected usage of the 2018  - 2019 years by LA jumps to 248,800 acre feet/year.   
 
I’m moving forward on producing the supporting information for reaching our final solution in our upcoming Newsletter 9.  
 
I thank those who are helping and urge those who can also help to join in and create that solution. 
 

I can be reached at: 
lorrysda@gmail.com 

760-377-5579 
 

Or contact me for my USPS mailing address.  You can download a copy of this document to printout for additional copies 
at the below link:  

http://www.sdarabians.com/IWVGWAMessExposed.pdf 
 
  
 

Page 2 Friends of Indian Wells Valley, August, 2018 

Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   

Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  lorrysda@gmail.com  

mailto:lorrysda@gmail.com
http://www.sdarabians.com/IWVGWAMessExposed.pdf
mailto:lorrysda@gmail.com


 WHEREAS, complaint has been made by or on behalf of the people 
in certain parts of Owens Valley that the city’s purchases of land  
and water is that sections have been very detrimental to the general 
welfare of the valley, including the farming interests and the town, 
because of the fact, as set up in such complaints, that such pur- 
chases mean the taking of the water for delivery to Los Angeles and 
the reduction of the land to a desert state, which is highly in- 
jurious to the remaining privately owned lands and to the town, which 
depend mainly, for their prosperity, upon the farming activities of the valley; 
and, 
 
  WHEREAS, it is contrary to the desire of this board, in connection 
With the municipal water supplies, to cause any injury to the people of 
Its duty to the city, to avoid any course calculated to hinder or hurt 
The development and prosperity of that valley; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Controlling Engineers on water supply for the City 
of 
Los Angeles, appointed pursuant to an understanding between this board 
and the Board of Directors of the Los Angeles Chamber of Commerce, made 
a report, under date of August 14, 1924, from which it appears that 
through a proper and practicable handling of the water resources of ths 
valley, sufficient water could be provided to keep the aqueduct full 
and to irrigate approximately 30,000 acres of land in the upper portion 
of the valley, including Round Valley; and,  
 
 WHEREAS, the members of the board, with its engineers and assist- 
ants, in perchance of an invitation from representative citizens of 
Owens Valley, recently visited the valley for the purpose of investi- 
gating on the ground the conditions from which said complaints have  
arisen, and besides being made the recipients of every courtesy from 
the people of the valley, were enabled with their cooperation to ob- 
tain more complete knowledge of such conditions and of the possible 
plans for retrying the case. 
 
 NVW, YU CCKPORX, BK 1 RSOLVED 
 

 That, in harmony with said engineering reports, it shall be 
The settled policy of the City of Los Angeles to leave permanently  
under irrigation in the upper portion of Owens Valley, including 
Round Valley, approximately 30,000 acres, and to refrain from any  
other purchases of water, or water rights, in the upper valley, in- 
compatible with the establishment and maintenance of said irrigated 
areas. 
 

 That such policy would be so applied as to leave such 
Irrigation areas in as compact bodies as practicable. 
 

 That the water resources of the valley, surface and under- 
Ground, be developed, conserved and handled under some plan that would 
insure a full supply under all ordinary conditions for such irrigated  
areas. 
 

 That the City, in all practicable ways, assist in the main- 
tenance and building up of permanent comment ties in the valley, in- 
transportation facilities. 
 

 That a committee of three be appointed by the President to 

The above is a letter written to LADWP back in 1924 to 
try to correct errors being practiced by LA. 

 

Could not find any evidence of its every being accepted 
and signed by LA. 

 

 

Retyped by Lorry Wagner in larger font size for easier 

Page 3 Friends of Indian Wells Valley, September, 2018 



Up to 8 hydroelectric power plants were 
built along the Los Angeles Aqueduct. In 
1908, the Division Creek Power Plant in Ow-
ens Valley became the first hydro-electric 
power plant to be constructed. It, along with 
the Cottonwood Power Plant, were built for 
the purpose of constructing the aqueduct.  
 
In addition, LA has now constructed a huge 
solar panel project in the Cantil, Freemont 
Valley area with plans to also construct a 
“water backup” area.  This latter plan is pro-
moting this as “water from LA’s  aqueduct 
area,” but the wording is so vague one cannot 
determine if the truth is the water will be ex-
tracted from the Freemont Valley aquifer or 
truly from the LA aqueduct.  The words 
“aqueduct area” are not specific and qualify-
ing.  This has to be watched very closely. 
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 Power Plants Along the LADWP Aqueduct 

All these power 
plants are using 
the water flowing 
t h r o u g h  t h e 
LADWP Aque-
duct.  Note the 
“reservoirs” which  
catch and send the 
water through the 
plants creating 
their power and 
then exit after use.   
Quest i on . . .does 
LA pay anyone for 
this use of our 
water? 

 Outlet tunnels to Power Plant No. 1 
 are lined with cement...1916  

View showing 
construction 
workers pos-
ing in front 
and on top of 
the newly as-
sembled pen-
stocks that 
would deliver 
water to Pow-
er Plant No. 1. 

The Owens River Gorge is a steep canyon through a volcanic landscape north of Bishop. There are four DWP hydroelectric plants, 
built in the late 1940s, that use aqueduct water descending through the gorge to generate electricity: the Upper, Middle, Lower, and 
Pleasant Valley Plant. 
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LADWP Upper Gorge Power Plant 

The Owens River Gorge is a steep canyon through 
a volcanic landscape north of Bishop. There are 
four DWP hydroelectric plants, built in the late 
1940s, that use aqueduct water descending through 
the gorge to generate electricity: the Upper, Mid-
dle, Lower, and Pleasant Valley Plant. 

The Upper, Middle, Lower, Pleasant Val-
ley Plant. 

 

 

The Owens River Gorge is a steep canyon 
through a volcanic landscape north of 
Bishop. There are four DWP hydroelec-
tric plants, built in the late 1940s, that use 
aqueduct water descending through the 
gorge to generate electricity:  

Middle Gorge Creek  Power Plant 
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Fall Creek Power Plant Bishop Power Plant 

Big Pine Power Plant 

For some reason the picture of the actual power plant would 
not print for me.  Here is the building that supports the power 
plant. 

Division Creek was the first power plant built by the agency 
that would become DWP. The plant was built in 1908, and 
captured water running through a small creek on the west side 
of the valley. It produced 0.1 megawatt of electricity, which 
was used to the Los Angeles Aqueduct. The original plant was 
destroyed in a fire, but a second plant at the site, Unit 2, still 
generates around 0.5 megawatts. It is one of four small hydro-
electric plants along the Los Angeles Aqueduct in the Owens 
Valley, south of  Bishop. 

Cottonwood was built to capture water from a creek on the 
west side of the Valley, south of Olancha, in 1908, and is 
operation. It generates around two megawatts, and is sur-
rounded by a few small homes occupied by DWP workers. 

Cottonwood  Power Plant 
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Haiwee is a power plant at the base of a drop in the aqueduct, downstream of the 
 Haiwee Reservoirs. It is the last of the aqueduct 

power plants in the Owens Valley. 

Haiwaee Power Plant 
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Pond for swimming located west of aqueducts up-stream. 

Sand Canyon west side of Indian Wells Valley showing the 
 vegetation between 2 aqueducts diminishing as water moves 
from the western to the eastern LA aqueduct.  Where did that 

water go? Sand Canyon road crosses creek running 2-3 feet deep. 

The below 3 pictures are shots of Sand Canyon, west side of Indian Wells Valley.  The picture showing the 
distance between the 2 aqueducts shows heavy green foliage starting on the left (west uphill side) but this 

fades to nothing on the lower east side as we observe this area between the two aqueducts.   
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Red dot indicates the location of the pond pictured to the left. 
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Columbia River Dams...the DWP built one of the longest DC power transmission lines in the country to connect Los Angeles with 
the tremendous electrical generation capacity from the federal dams along the Columbia River in the Pacific Northwest. Known as 
the Pacific Intertie, this line starts at the Celilo Converter Station above the Dalles Dam, on the Oregon side of the river. The line 
runs for miles through Oregon and Nevada, then follows the DWP’s Owens Gorge AC line through the Owens Valley. It terminates 
at a converter station in Sylmar, next to where the Los Angeles Aqueduct spills into the city at the Cascades. The line has a capacity 
of 3,100 megawatts, enough to meet nearly half of DWPs electrical demand, and has historically been a major source of power for 
DWP. Currently the line supplies only around 3% of the DWPs power. Most of the electricity from the Intertie is used by other local 
utilities, such as Southern California Edison.  

Additional L.A. Power Plants 
In addition to generating electric power using “OUR” water, Los Angeles is also importing electric power from other areas 
around our Southern States.  Below is just one of the dams in Oregon generating power from which LA has installed very  
large transmission lines travelling  to and through our Owens Gorge and Owens Valley lines to import additional power to 
their area.  This is included within this Newsletter to show how LA continues to expand into and import utilities to their 
own area.  Where is it going to end?  When will LA be forced to take care of their own responsibilities within their own 
area and support the requirements of their own expanding needs. 



Water-usage Comparisons 
Acronyms:  LADWP Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
    IWV Indian Wells Valley 
    OV Owens Valley 
 
The below water-use information compares the end result of the current  LADWP impact on Eastern Sierra Ne-
vada Mountains slopes’ and valleys’ water sustainability with stopping LA’s diverting our water and going 
back to natural flows. 
     Acre Feet 
  Area      Used/Year    Explanation 
 
LADWP    ~100,000  Los Angeles Aqueduct diverts approximately this 
        amount annually as of 2018 data and this amount is 
        constantly increased. 
 
IWV       ~30,000  Water used by residents/businesses as of 2018 data 
 
IWV      ~12,000  Amount of water naturally refilling aquifer with 
        diminished flow from northern head waters with 
        smaller amounts flowing from directly-western 
        feeds from the Sierra Nevada Mountains that are so 
        far not interrupted here in the western feeds in 
        IWV by LADWP as of 2018 data. 
 
IWV Deficit Refill    ~18,000  Amount of deficit refill to IWV aquifer per year as 
        of 2018 data. 
 
OV & Rose Valley   ~51,000  Approximate acre feet of annual usage  
   
        
  
 
 
RECAP: 
 
LADWP takes    100,000 
 
IWV usage        (30,000)  
OV/RV usage        (51,000) 
Total usage       (81,000) 
 
Approximate acre feet 
   available to rebuild 
   reserves                  +/-  19,000 acre feet 
 
Thus, the bottom line here is that the LADWP diverts +/-100,000 acre feet/year which should flow into Mono 
County through IWV as surface and groundwater refill to replace annual usage.  The additional 19,000 acre 
feet of excess water more than the total usage of Mono, Inyo and Kern Counties combined would certainly 
start bringing the water levels of these valleys back up toward the previous level before LA started taking our 
water out of our area.   
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