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Citizens, Property Owners and Businesses of California, 
Your Water Rights Are In Danger 

Let’s Look At History and Where It Has Taken Us Just Here In the 
Indian Wells Valley of Kern County! 

By Lorry Wagner 
August 18, 2018 

 
Let me address my purpose for putting together this history. Many of you already know most of this 
history, so please consider same a refresher if you need one. However, many really have not had the 
opportunity to learn this history. Thus, read on folks and with more understanding of how we have 
arrived at today’s mess, we can implement the real solution which will correct the cause. 
 
Since April of this 2018 year when I first became aware of the Sustainable Groundwater Manage-
ment Act (SGMA) mandate from Sacramento, the Indian Wells Valley Ground Water Authority 
(WVGWA) political group (required local so-called authority by SGMA) has used this mandate 
from Sacrament to impose upon and basically “turn loose” on our legal water rights here in the Indi-
an Wells Valley (IWV). It is the ensuing arising of the facts that this political folly would simply 
spend millions of dollars pursuing an avenue of total wasting $’s plus never addressing any correc-
tion of our IWV aquifer which has compelled my motivation. I have been researching and putting 
facts together to bring forth to my own understanding as I describe within the following: 
 
If the Indian Wells Valley (IWV) aquifer is not refilling, my question is “why”? 
 

My Conclusions: Following the path to finding out “why” brings forth the fact that the head 
waters to our north were interrupted back in 1913 when Los Angeles finished installation and 
opened their first aqueduct followed by their second aqueduct coming on-line in 1970.  My re-
search finds that at that time (1913) the IWV enjoyed aquifer water levels so close to the surface 
that most wells across this valley could be hand dug and pumped water by windmill operation; 
however, as soon as the Los Angeles aqueduct started interrupting the inflow of our northern 
head-waters, the aquifer in IWV started shrinking. Most of our IWV’s farms and cattle ranchers 
left since at that time we did not have the ability to drill wells deeper to the lower aquifer water 
levels at an affordable cost. This aqueduct diversion also ruined the farms and cattle ranchers in 
Owens Valley. 

 
As time went on the U.S. Navy established China Lake Naval Ordnance Test Station (NOTS) in 
November, 1943, name later changed several times to today’s China Lake Navel Air Weapons Sta-
tion (NAWS). In 1950, NOTS scientists and engineers developed the air-to-air intercept missile 
(AIM) 9 Sidewinder, which became the world's most used and most copied air-to-air missile and 
this Navy Base is now considered the most important research, development and testing facility in 
the U.S. 
 
In establishing our Navy Base, much of the valley-floor land was obtained by the Navy, whether 
abandoned because of the diminishing inflow of aquifer refill as described above or land still in 
production. As time went on, agriculture redeveloped westward and reestablished on both sides of 
Brown Road north of Inyokern. By this time, water pumps had been advanced in design so that they  
were affordable for both private-property owners and agricultural farms to drill their water wells 
and install adequate pumps. I bring this subject into the picture since both our NWC here in IWV 
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and Edwards Air Force base to our south are two extremely important military facilities on our defense front and are also affected by 
this water drain by LADWP. 
 
Additional research has brought to light: Los Angeles has expanded their aqueduct’s intake from the original acre-foot amount to 
over 100,000 acre feet current day and have signed agreements/contracts to extract up to 244,000 acre feet during the 2018 - 2019 
time frame. There are so-called “catch basins” at the foot of most of the creeks flowing down from head waters located higher on 
BLM and US Forest Service land on the eastern slopes (and further inland ) of the Sierra-Nevada Mountains above Owens Valley 
and further north. Most of these catch basins are located right at the aqueduct sites and this inflow is transferred directly into the aq-
ueducts. Very small amounts at some locations are allowed to “flow through” to reach Owens Valley’s floor and even much of this 
amount has been demanded by lawsuits where LA vs Owens Valley and Owens Valley won. However, the award was at least a par-
tial amount of water to be released back into Owens Valley’s natural inflow meaning LADWP continued taking the greater amount 
via their aqueducts. 
 
LADWP is also diverting water further north in Mono County area which has resulting in drying Mono Lake and nearly destroying 
Crowley Lake north of Bishop. Both Counties have filed numerous lawsuits against LA, the latest being in July, 2018, Mono County 
vs. LADWP. Then we add the at least 8 power plants LADWP has established and owns from “Gorge Canyons” above Bishop to 
Haiwee Reservoir at the south end of Owens Valley which are powered by water flowing into the plants from the aqueducts, creating 
electricity and then transferred back into their aqueducts. To describe in more depth, the last plant is furnished water at Haiwee Res-
ervoir...this reservoir is about eight miles long, lies in a shallow gorge of the original Owens River east of U.S. 395 and south of 
original but now drained Owens Lake (by aqueduct diversion, slightly replenished by legal order a few years ago and just recently 
L.A. indicated it would stop all replenishment with the 2018  - 2019 Owens Valley/L.A. contract). The upper and lower sections of 
this reservoir are separated by a diversion dam, which can move water either into the aqueduct or to the lower reservoir where water 
is transmitted to a power station which is located at the end. From there the aqueducts go underground and can’t be seen from surface 
observation. 
 
First, this is water LA is “taking” from the headwater-fed downstream creeks, rivers, etc., that should be running free to refill both 
Owens River, Owens Lake, Haiwee, Little Lake surface waters plus feeding all the underground aquifers in the line of that headwater 
flow from Mono County to IWV and further on, both easterly and southerly. Instead, LA is using this water to power these electric-
power-producing plants all along their aqueduct and putting it back into their aqueducts to continue to LA. LA does not pay for this   
water which technically belongs to all of us within Mono County, Inyo County/Owens Valley and Indian Wells Valley area of Kern 
County, plus any further area past our aquifer that may be (or should be) receiving continued flow. Thus, LA “takes” our water with-
out paying for it, uses it without paying for it and now our IWVGWA is reportedly planning for us to “BUY BACK” this water to 
relieve IWV’s aquifer drawdown this group blames on drought! Again this water needs to go back to natural feed and flow down 
above and below ground to refresh and refill the natural aquifers that are now going dry...supposedly because of drought! How did 
we allow this to happen? 
 
One has to wonder where else LA has formulated plans to grab more water from other parts of California and other states. These 
other areas are not our current direct problem, but certainly shows a very bad and probably very illegal pattern LA has created for 
itself. No! This problem of our own aquifer is not only impacted by drought, which is always temporary and regulated by Mother 
Nature, but also this water shortage is hugely caused by LA diverting water from natural areas to LA. 
 
Did you know that LA is not only currently stealing at least 100,000 acre feet of water per year from “our” head waters originating in 
the eastern High Sierra Nevada Mountains and diverting that water into their 2 aqueducts, but in addition, LA is also stealing water 
from the American River near the Chico (northern California) area and transferring that water all the way down to LA. Then there is 
the Colorado River issue where Colorado brought legal action against California for taking a huge amount of that water. Colorado 
won that lawsuit, but I don’t have the actual results of amounts of water disallowed Imperial Valley and LA at this time. 
 
The latest I have learned is that LA is behind the construction of a very large water-transfer complex to bring water to LA from our 
Sacramento River Delta area. Remember? That’s the area that “used to” supply San Joaquin Valley food-growing farmers water cre-
ating a huge food supply for not only America but the rest of the world. However, the Environmentalists managed to sway Sacra-
mento politicians to cut off that water in the name of saving that non-native bait fish, the Delta Smelt, that fishermen just discarded 
and threw into the river when they finished their fishing for the day. 
 
Then there is the electric-power generating sources all down Owens Valley plus huge electric transmissions sending (and creating 
along the way) imported electricity from the Columbia River Dams located from Oregon to Northern California down to LA. This  
subject will be further addressed within the upcoming Newsletter 8. 
 
One has to wonder where else LA is formulating plans to grab more water from other parts of the State or states. Other areas are not 
our direct problem, but certainly show a very bad and probably very illegal pattern. 
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LA's problem has been created by their political/real-estate-developers’ greed and stupidity in developing huge tracts of land where 
there is not enough local water or electricity to support same and never has been. One must remember that most of that land on the 
northern side was cattle-range land that had enough natural water to sustain the cattle and this ranching. It was the greed and igno-
rance of LA’s Mulholland and other politicians and real estate promoters during the very early 1900’s (most of whom were either 
politicians or they paid politicians to "give back"...mostly illegally) that managed to create this mess. Remember, at that time most 
people, including those in Owens and IWV Valleys had no vast kind of communication to be able to organize and stop LA. We are 
a bit late in demanding L.A. solve their own water and electricity shortages; however, it is time to demand L.A. stop destroying the 
rest of California because of their very short-sighted greed. L.A.’s solution of taking water and power from a large portion of Cali-
fornia to satisfy LA’s own “shortages” must stop by their only other legitimate solution; i.e., build their own desalination systems 
from their own western shores’ Pacific Ocean. 
 
Another revelation, how about "cleaning that deep, filthy swamp” in Sacramento called "our politicians." Just found out Sacramen-
to committees/politicians, etc. have been having very ILLEGAL SECRET meetings to pass legislation that is not only unconstitu-
tional, but illegal! They are breaking the rules of the Brown Act, big time. I am leaning toward strong suspicions that this SGWA  
just might have been created illegally! WAKE UP VOTERS! Let's correct the filth and corruption, clean up the swamp, get rid of  
the very bad politicians and bring California back to the great and wonderful State it once was! 
 
The following pages include pictures of 1) where the Owens River is split to feed the LA Aqueducts with the remainder of the riv-
er continuing, but hugely shrunk in terms of the amount of water and 2) areas along the Aqueducts where the creeks starting at the 
head waters on BLM/US Forest Service areas (land owned by we, the people) and flowing down the eastern side of the Sierra Ne-
vada mountain range have been captured in collection basins of various designs at the location of the aqueducts and that water 
channeled directly into the LA Aqueducts with (from some of those capture areas) a very small amount of that water being allowed 
to continue easterly into Owens Valley areas. Add those 8 power plants distributed along the aqueducts, again using that water for 
a second LA benefit. 
 
Finally, I question “who has authorized this diverting of those head waters?” Who has signed any agreements with LA to do so and 
is it not the right of only “the people” who actually own the State and Federal lands to legally sign any authorization/agreement or 
contract to allow any outside entity to “divert” the flow of any headwaters originating on that land? These lands are just 
“managed” by BLM, US Forest Service, Federal Parks, etc., under the U.S. Department of Interior...not owned by them.  Property 
Owners’ rights must rise above management level authority which is limited to just management! 
 
  

I can be reached at: 
lorrysda@gmail.com 

760-377-5579 
 

Or contact me for my USPS mailing address.  You can download a copy of this document to printout for additional copies 
at the below link:  

 
http://www.sdarabians.com/IWVGWAMessExposed.pdf 
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The following pictures show the LA Aqueduct collection basins and diverting methods for taking water 
from north of Independence where the Owens River is separated into two streams ...one to the LA Aque-

ducts and one continues as a much shrunken portion to continue Owens River.  
A follow-up document (Newsletter 8) will include pictures of the eight (8) power plants over this same 
area where LADWP is also using this aqueduct water to power their electricity-producing facilities! 

Close-up view of the  area pictured above.   

Left is a full view of the area in which the Owens River 
flowing from the north to the south is separated into the 
larger amount of water going into the Los Angeles aque-
ducts with the lesser amount of water going through the 
split-off gate to continue the Owens River.  This split is 
located above Independence. 

These pictures are snapped via satellite view with 
phone camera on August, 27, 2018.   

Gate Sepa-
rating  

Aqueduct 
flow from  

 Owens 
River    

Owens River 

Owens River 
flowing N to S 

To LA Aqueduct  

Owens River 
flowing N to S 

Entering LA Aqueduct  

Owens River 
Split-Off Gate 
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Los Angeles Aqueduct flowing from north (at top of picture)  to south (at bottom) at Independence Creek, 
CA.  Note the water coming down from the eastern slopes of the Sierra Nevada Mountain range (left side) 

and amount coming under and out the right side of the aqueduct. 

Owens Valley forced LA to let more water flow into the valley through legal lawsuit. 
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The picture on the left shows the Manzanar Con-
centration Camp located north of Lone Pine.  
This facility was used to house the Japanese 
during World War II.  It is now museum-type 
area. 

Bottom of this picture shows the LA aqueduct 
passing under Highway 395 and “catching” the 
creek water from George Creek and inserting 
this water into the aqueduct with very little flow 
continuing toward Owens Valley. 

Lone Pine Creek flowing down the 
east slope of  the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains alongside Whitney Portal 
Road.  North split goes to nothing 
except some vegetation showing 
slight seepage and south split goes to 
the LA Aqueduct catch basin and 
directly into the aqueduct. 
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Close-up up view of 
Bottom picture on page 

6. 
 Lone Pine Creek  

  Catch Basin flowing 
directly into the LA 

Aqueduct  
 

A tiny amount is al-
lowed to continue 
through toward the  

Owens Valley side but 
fizzles out before it ever 

gets there. 
 

  

 

Pictured July, 2018 
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Close-up view of the wide-range picture of Black Rock Creek area at the top of Page 9 showing 
The  Black Rock Creek  catch basin and the  transfer channel going directly into the Aqueduct plus the small 

amount allowed to drain out of the aqueduct toward Owens Valley 
to Owens Valley but you can see on the wide-view of this area at the top of Page 9 very little water is allowed 

to continue. 
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The picture on the left is a wider view of 
the  Blackrock Creek area  showing how 
the catch-basin is located further away 
from the aqueducts, runs through a power 
plant and continues to another catch pool 
which goes directly into the aqueduct, as 
shown on the page 8 close-up.   

These various engineered methods of tak-
ing that creek water fed from head waters 
starting in the above higher altitudes of the 
Sierra Nevada Mountain range are used 
from north to south all along that range.   

  

Braley Creek coming down the 
eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains right into the catch 
basin 100% being put directly into 
the LA Aqueduct just north of 
Cartago, Owens Valley.  
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Continuing south just past Olancha, the picture below, left side,  shows how the LA Aqueduct is taking water out of the Haiwee 
southern lake and shows the aqueduct going underground.  This aqueduct continues to flow through a closed transfer to feed to 
power the Haiwee electric power plant pictured on page 10 which  is owned by LADWP. The picture on the right side shows the  
small channel which allows overflow to continue from the northern lake on into the southern lake area.  
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Just below Olancha, Owens Valley at the 
North end of North Haiwee showing where 
the LA Aqueduct feeds into it.  



This Haiwee Power Plant is located south of the two Haiwee lakes shown on the previous page.  The water from the LA Aqueduct 
is channeled here into the power plant to produce electricity and then rechanneled back into the aqueducts to continue on down to 
the Los Angeles area. 

Page 11 Friends of Indian Wells Valley, August, 2018 



This Canyon is called  Deadfoot,  and is located 
between 9-Mile Canyon and 5-Mile Canyon at 
the northern-most end of Indian Wells Valley 
just before passing Little Lake on Highway 395 
and proceeding to Rose Valley, then into Owens 
Valley.  

The line to East (right) is the new LA Aqueduct 
and the white strip on the left is the old one.  
You can see that creek water flows just a little bit 
from “up the hill” (does the “new” aqueduct si-
phon a large portion of the “natural” flow into 
that aqueduct,  allow a small portion to continue 
on but, but does not allow any to continue past 
the old  aqueduct?  Note that area is covered up 
so nothing can be seen where that small trickle 
stops between the 2 aqueducts and both aque-
ducts are suddenly buried where they come close 
together at the northern end (bottom of picture) 

 

The picture (right) is a 
close up of the old  LA 
Aqueduct. 

But looking close, I 
have notice no water 
makes it past the Aque-
ducts unless there are 
very minor holes on the 
down-hill side of the 
Aqueduct itself. 
 
These escape holes are 
small and allow very 
little water through com-
pared to what is comin-
ing down through that 
aqueduct. 
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9-Mile Canyon 

Located north of Ridgecrest/Inyokern 
and just south of Little Lake! 

There's some structure to the West (to 
the left in picture) and then one can 
notice the creek bed vegetation ends 
shortly after that just before the New 
Aqueduct.  

This green growth diminishes in size 
until reaching the area where water 
used to flow and now it is dried up.  
One must question, is there under-
ground pipelines catching the majori-
ty of that water further west and pip-
ing it into the aqueduct?  The green 
vegetation shows how it suddenly 
stops getting surface water. 
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Grapevine Canyon between 9 Mile Canyon on the north and Indian Wells Canyon on the South.   Lots of wa-
ter  running down the creek but it disappears at the east end.  Where does it go?  Several people live further to 
the west of the pictured area.    



Indian Wells Canyon has considerable water flow but it disappears as one can see above.  Further down to the east where this 
canyon starts  water comes to the surface in artesian fashion. 

In conclusion, the picture trail as shared here gives an overview of the various ways in which the LADWP extracts a great percent-
age of  the natural flow of water coming down the mountain and which originally continued into Owens Valley (and possibly Indian 
Wells Valley westerly canyon flow), both underground and into surface collection  into their LA Aqueduct.   
 
Nearly all, if not all, of the head waters of these creeks and rivers are located on BLM, U.S. Forest Service-managed land that is 
owned by “we, the people,” NOT the Federal Government’s BLM, U.S. Forest Service, Federal Parks which are under the Depart-
ment of the Interior...AGAIN these departments are ONLY at management level, not ownership.  This is a very important fact and 
will be a primary basis upon which LA’s continued “taking” of our water is being researched, documented and requested to be clari-
fied at the Federal Level.   
 
It must be understood that the doors the above history opens to challenge LA to stop taking our water will not happen overnight.  But 
we who live in Indian Wells Valley and Owens Valley who have seen our aquifers shrink over the years must never stop correcting a 
terrible wrong that LA committed back in 1905 when they started this aqueduct “taking.”   
 
I’m working on Newsletter 8, Part 2 which will address the power plants LA has installed all down this Aqueduct line plus address 
the fact that LA has far over extended their development in real estate for which they do not have the ability to proved water and 
electric to start with, thus are taking these utilities from the rest of California plus Oregon, Colorado, etc.  This adds to why LA must 
go to desalination and use their own water. 
 
Contact information is repeated below.  All wishing to contribute more information or ask questions please do not hesitate to do so!      
 
 

Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   

Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  lorrysda@gmail.com  
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