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Editor, 
I don’t know about you, but I don’t like people lying to 
me.  When there is a discussion about something and 
relevant facts are purposely omitted that is lying.  During 
all the discussion about ground water, the Owens River, 
the LA Aqueduct and all the court battles everyone else 
is winning are being deliberately left out.  The consult-
ants and studies, including by the U.S. Geological sur-
vey, claim that the IWV has been living off a prehistoric 
deposit of water. 
 
There is no mention of the 400,000 to 500,000 acre-feet 
of water that LADWP steals from everyone each year 
through TWO aqueducts since 1913.  Where id that 
snowmelt and rainwater runoff from the Eastern Sierra 
and other mountains surrounding the Owens Valley to 
prior to 1913?  I’m sure it didn’t all evaporate into thin air.  
Once the Aqueduct opened in 1913 the Owens Lake 
started to dry up.  It only took 7 years for that lake to 
completely dry up.  That was a direct result of Los Ange-
les water theft.  Oh, that used to be OUR water supply.  
Funny how there is no mention of that cause and effect.  
Municipalities north of us have been suing and winning 
their court cases against the Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power for years to ensure their own communi-
ties’ survival.  Why the unwillingness of our people to “go 
to bat” for the IWV?  Our total water use, including the 
Navy Base is 30,000 acre-feet per year.  Approximately 
50 people who lived near Owens Lake (dry) won a case 
against LADWP using Air Quality as the reason.   
 
The result was a court order to put at least 85,000 acre-
feet per year back in the lake to mitigate dust.  A small 
town near Mammoth Lakes called 40 Acres won a court 
case to preserve their ability to after their agricultural 
fields.  Inyo County  won a court case to preserve the 
Lower Owens River to preserve wildlife.  Where is the 
backbone of our leaders?  Where is the court case pro-
tecting the IWV’s interests?  If they are saying that 
LADWP is too big to fight, they are lying.  A few minutes 

with Google produce all the information anyone would 
need, given the WILLINGNESS to KNOW the TRUTH.  
All the water that flows through the New Aqueduct (put 
in service in 1974) flows downhill to the Van Norman 
Reservoir by gravity without pumping.  That is accord-
ing to information readily available to LADWP’s own 
website.  You can also find historical Aqueduct water 
flow data there. 
 
Prior to 1974, where did all that water go, flowing down-
hill from where Haiwee Reservoir is now?  That right, to 
the IWV, which is directly downhill from there.  In 1990 I 
stayed at the Little Lake Lodge.  Next door to the motel 
was a marsh full of cattails.  In the 1940s there were 
advertisements of Little Lake as a fishing destination.  
Now the area is parched and dry.  That happens to be 
where Coso Geothermal operation has wells supplying 
its injection water.  If it’s dry on the surface now, where 
will the Geothermal operation get water a few years 
from now?  I have asked a lot of rhetorical questions.  
How about we as a community ask questions of the 
people in charge of this stuff.  And I, for one, have 
heard all the balderdash I’m willing to tolerate.  It’s time 
for the truth.       
  Sincerely, 
  Christopher G. Stewart 
  Born and raised in Ridgecrest 
 

 
The Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority Policy 
Advisory Committee talked more modeling scenarios 
during its May 6 meeting from its angle. 
 
According to committee chair, Dave Janiec, the 
IWVGA’s technical advisory committee received up-
dates on the current three modeling scenarios being 
developed for groundwater pumping. 
 
The scenarios reflect potential options of how the 
IWVGA could adopt once its groundwater sustainability 
plan is submitted to the Department of Water Re-
sources.  The plan is currently being developed and is 
due by January 31, 2020 as required under  the Sus-
tainable Groundwater Management Act.   
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One scenario, called Scenario 3 or “White Paper” 
was developed more than a year ago and outlines a 
plan that would start in January 2022.  It identifies 
the total annual pumping as 28551 acre-feet per 
year, which would be the continued amount through 
2029. 
 
Beginning in 2030, the IWVGA would begin a 10-
year incremental reduction of pumping until it hits a 
sustainable safe yield of 7,650 acre-feet a year.  
From 2039 to 2070, pumping would remain at that 
level.  Scenario 3 also includes the direct use of im-
ported and recycled water options to meet any ex-
cess demands.   
 
Only domestic pumpers who use less than an acre-
foot year, the Navy and the City of Ridgecrest would 
be exempt from any reduction requirements. 
 
Scenario 4, or a water buyout, would assume a 
more rapid ramp down and assumes recycled water 
will be available.  Starting in 2022, pumping would 
be reduced for any unprotected allocation  from 
28,551 acre-feet to 12,000 acre-feet a year in 2017. 
 
That amount would be sustained through 2070 and 
augmented by imported or recycled water as need-
ed. 
 
Scenario 5, or the “nuclear option” assumes a sud-
den ramp down to 10,000 acre-feet per year with the 
intent to negotiate or fallow all agriculture-related 
pumping to zero.  It would remain unknown whether 
Searles Valley Minerals would have to find a new 
supply. 
 
The IWVGA water resources manager, Stetson En-
gineers, dubbed scenario 5 the “nuclear options” 
because it has the potential to cause the most litiga-
tion and protest. 
 
Total pumping through 2070 would remain at 10,000 
acre-feet including the IWV Water District, City of 
Ridgecrest, the Navy, domestic well owners and 
water mutual, the Inyokern Community Services 
District and Trona.  Recycled water would be availa-
ble beginning in 2015 to offset needed sources and 
total pumping through 2070 would be augmented by 
imported water. 
 

The last two scenarios would predict groundwater 
levels to continue to fall in the southeast and north-
west parts of the basin, but the western part of the 
basin would start to recover. 
 
Should pumpers in the valley continue to pump at 
the current trends, a baseline predicts that by 2070 
836 wells will become shallow, resulting in poor 
quality water or no water at all.  To date, 91 known 
wells meet have met the criteria. 
 
Scenario 3 shows that only 73 additional wells would 
be impacted and become unusable and levels off at 
2050.  However, approximately 350 wells would like-
ly see the total dissolved solids rise to 500 parts per 
million or more requiring treatment. 
 
Scenario 4 indicated only 36 would be impacted 
while 15 would be impacted in Scenario 5. 
 
The costs for shallow well impact mitigation costs 
vary by scenario.  If pumping continued as it current-
ly does, it would cost $2.55 million in 2025 with 34 
wells, $6,07 million in 2030 for 81 wells, $17.3 mil-
lion in 2030 with 231 wells and $62.7 million by 2070 
with 836 impacted wells. 
 
In scenario 3, mitigation for an initial 21 wells would 
run $1.5 million in 2025, $3.75 million in 2030 for 50 
impacted wells, $5.4 million in 2040 for 72 wells and 
an additional $75000 in 2070 for on last lone impact-
ed well.   
 
Scenario 4 predicts mitigation costs of $1.4 million in 
2025 for 19 impacted wells to $2.7 million for 2070 
for 36 impacted wells.  Scenario 5, the “nuclear op-
tion,” would have mitigations costs of $900,000 for 
12 wells in 2025 to $1.12 million for 15 wells in 
2070. 
 
Committee member Josh Nugent, who represents 
large agriculture interest on the PAC, clarified that 
Mojave Pistachios, on the largest agricultural opera-
tions in the IWV, didn’t endorse Scenario 3. 
 
He noted that the artificial recharge or alternative 
water sources only had slight changes in two mod-
els run in the amount of water that would income 
into the valley. 
Committee member Judie Decker, representing the 
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East Kern County Resources Conservation District, 
said the models focus too much on large agricultural 
interests running along North Brown Road. 
 
“There needs to be a little more finessing done...with 
data in the future,” Decker said.  “The GA is so far 
behind at this point (with its GSP) for whatever rea-
son that I don’t think they have the time to do that 
and I think it is a real issue for everyone..” 
 
Don Decker, who sits on the TAC, said during public 
comment that the only difference between the modi-
fied Scenario 3 and its predecessor was that the 
original one had a range of natural recharge rates or 
safe yields.  The current version sets it at 7,650 acre
-feet. 
 
Don Decker later added that the model runs are 
build on variables that are complex and it’s impossi-
ble to conduct an apples-to-apples comparison 
across the board. 
 
“You are always trading something for something 
else,” he said.  “That’s real-world engineering.” 
 
He also noted they were never meant to be included 
in the GSP, merely serving as ways the IWVGA use 
to examine and adjust different scenarios that could 
affect the basin long term. 
 
Don Decker added that had he seen the detailed 
models before the TAC meeting earlier that day, he 
would have protested the spending of the money to 
develop them. 
 
“It’s an incomplete modeling endeavor,” he said.  “A 
lot can be determined without actually going through 
the modeling endeavor.  You can carefully write 
down the input parameters of what could be a model 
run.  It has the input and the timeline inherit and can 
be done with a spread sheet.” 
 
He said the domestic well owners gave Stetson En-
gineers a spreadsheet with such data.  “There is the 
potential to do many more model runs at the spread-
sheet level at a fraction of the cost and time,”  Don 
Decker said. 
 
Janiec made a point to clarify that both the TAC and 
PAC had been given the initial three slides for all 

three scenarios in May. 
 
During public comment, Derek Hoffman, legal coun-
sel for Meadowbrook Dairy, pointed out that scenari-
os 4 and 5 were developed in closed session and 
contained several policy items.  “By having these 
decisions made in closed session, the policy com-
mittee is deprived of the opportunity of weighing in 
on policies for the decision-making process,” Hoff-
man said. 
 
On Scenario Model 4, which includes charters for 
water level change, he said that he has asked for 
technical and legal support behind the concept for 
extending federal reserve water rights off Naval Air 
Weapons Station China Lake but hasn’t receive it. 
 
He noted that about 84 percent of pumpers in the 
basin would not have to ramp down, which includes 
the Navy, the city and domestic pumpers and ex-
cludes agriculture.  “That’s a major policy question 
and you should know the answer to that,” Hoffman 
said. 
 
Janiec noted both Nugent and Don Decker have 
valid points, add that the model runs aren't the final 
scenarios.  “We’re all still looking at what might be 
the final model run,” Janiec said. 
 
PAC committee member Patricia Quist, who repre-
sents small agricultural stakeholders, asked whether 
additional model scenarios will be run, including 
whether resting portions of the basin will lead to a 
faster recharge.  “I’m curious to know if the (IWV 
Water District) has plans to spread its pumping out 
over a  larger area and maybe spread the activity 
out more, instead of pumping heavily in one or two 
or three or four areas,” Quist said.  “Will that show 
up in a model of where you should be pumping and 
how you would balance that.” 
 
IWVWD general manager Don Zdeba said there are 
plans to run at least one more mode, but the  specif-
ics haven’t been determined yet.   
 
Committee member Renee Westa-Lusk asked about 
the calculation of cost for mitigation.  Janiec said he 
was unsure of how that information was generated. 
 
Kern County Director of Planning and Natural Re-
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sources Lorelei Oviatt noted those costs could in-
clude deepening a well which could run to $75,000.  
When she said that was on the cheaper side, a few 
committee members noted costs were more like 
$10,000 to deepen a domestic well. 
 
Westa-Lusk said the amounts calculated could in-
clude factors such as additional mitigation factors or 
take into account conditions such as a parcel be-
coming unlivable due to a failed well. 
 
Zdeba, Janiec and Oviatt all noted that there should 
be a basis for such information, or have someone on 
hand at a PAC meeting to answer questions. 
 
Janiec added that he would like to recommend to 
the IWVGA board would be that any scenario they 
want to consider next should be looked at by the 
TAC.  That scenario would include comments from 
the TAC and PAC. 
 
“It is critical for the TAC to see it and weigh in with 
their recommendations in public on the scenario 
before they (the IWVGA board) assign it to be mod-
eled,” Janiec said. 
 
 
 

FRQWLQXHV� WR� UXQ� ZLOG� DQG� FUHDWHV� GLVDVWHU�� QRW�
VROXWLRQ��ZH�PXVW�DOO�VWD\�LQYROYHG�ZKHWKHU�RQH�
LV�DFWLYHO\�LQYROYHG�RU�VXSSRUWLQJO\�LQYROYHG���,W�
WDNHV�DOO�RI�XV�� �'R�QRW�KHVLWDWH� WR�DVN�TXHVWLRQ�
DQG�EHFRPH�LQIRUPHG���7KLV�LV�QRW�DQ�LVVXH�RQH�
FDQ�MXVW�³KRSH´�GRHVQ¶W�GLUHFWO\�DIIHFW�WKHP 
 
 
7KLV�ZDWHU�PHVV�PDQGDWHG�E\�WKH�6WDWH�RI�&DOL�
IRUQLD¶V� 6*0$� LV� HYROYLQJ� LQWR� D� FRPSOHWHO\�
RXW-RI-FRQWURO�GLVDVWHU� 
 
&KULVWRSKHU� 6WHZDUW¶V� OHWWHU� WR� WKH� QHZVSDSHU�
SRLQWV�RXW�VHYHUDO�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�IDFWV�DQG�DVNV�
H[WUHPHO\�UHODWLYH�TXHVWLRQV��� 
 
6LQFH� LW� LV� REYLRXV� WKDW� RXU� ,:9*$� LV� RQ� WKH�
������ZURQJ�SDWK� WR� FRUUHFW� VROXWLRQ� LW� LV� LP�
SHUDWLYH� WKDW� ZH� DOO� ZKR� OLYH� KHUH� LQ� ,:9�
VWURQJO\�XQLWH�DQG�PDNH�VXUH�RXU�SODQ�FRQWDLQV�
WKH�SDWK�WR�WKH�FRUUHFW�VROXWLRQ�WKDW�SXWV�RXU�ZD�
WHU� VLWXDWLRQ� QRW� RQO\� EDFN� RQWR� VXVWDLQDELOLW\��
EXW�GRHV�VR�LQ�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�LW�LV�SHUPDQHQW��� 
 
$V� WKLV� &DOLIRUQLD-6WDWH� FRQWUROOHG� ZDWHU� PHVV�
FRQWLQXHV� WR� UXQ� ZLOG� DQG� FUHDWHV� GLVDVWHU�� QRW�
VROXWLRQ��ZH�PXVW�DOO�VWD\�LQYROYHG�ZKHWKHU�RQH�
LV�DFWLYHO\�LQYROYHG�RU�VXSSRUWLQJO\�LQYROYHG���,W�
WDNHV�DOO�RI�XV�� �'R�QRW�KHVLWDWH� WR�DVN�TXHVWLRQ�
DQG�EHFRPH�LQIRUPHG���7KLV�LV�QRW�DQ�LVVXH�RQH�
FDQ�MXVW�³KRSH´�GRHVQ¶W�GLUHFWO\�DIIHFW�WKHP��� 
 
7+,6�'2(6�$))(&7�$//�/,9,1*�,1�
7+,6�,:9���:H�KDYH�WKLV�QHZVOHWWHU�LQ�ZKLFK�
WR�UHVSRQG�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWH�ZLWK�HDFK�RWKHU���,I�
\RX�KDYH�DQ\�RWKHU�LGHDV�RQ�KRZ�ZH�PRYH�IRU�
ZDUG�DV�WKH�³UHVLGHQWV�RI�,:9´��DIWHU�DOO��ZH�DUH�
LQ�FKDUJH��6DFUDPHQWR�DQG�,:9*$�:25.�
)25�86��SOHDVH�VKDUH���$JDLQ��P\�FRQWDFW��LQ�
IRUPDWLRQ�DSSHDUV�RQ�WKH�IURQW�SDJH�RI�WKLV�LVVXH�
RI�RXU�1HZVOHWWHU���&DOO�PH��HPDLO�PH�DQG�RU�
FRQWDFW�PH�LQ�DQ\�ZD\�\RX�FDQ���:H�KDYH�WR�
EHJLQ�D�UHJXODU�SURFHVV�RI�FRQVWDQW�FRPPXQLFD�
WLRQ�ZLWK�DOO�RI�XV�VWD\LQJ�RQ�WRS�RI�DQG�FRQ�
VWDQWO\�PRYLQJ�IRUZDUG�WRZDUG�WKH�&255(&7�
HQG��UHVXOW��� 
 

7KLV�ZDWHU�PHVV�LV�JHWWLQJ� 
:$<�287�%(<21'�6$1,7<� 

7KLV�ZDWHU�PHVV�PDQGDWHG�E\�WKH�6WDWH�RI�&DOL�
IRUQLD¶V� 6*0$� LV� HYROYLQJ� LQWR� D� FRPSOHWHO\�
RXW-RI-FRQWURO�GLVDVWHU� 
 
&KULVWRSKHU� 6WHZDUW¶V� OHWWHU� WR� WKH� QHZVSDSHU�
SRLQWV� RXW� VHYHUDO� YHU\� LPSRUWDQW� IDFWV� DQG�
DVNV�H[WUHPHO\�UHODWLYH�TXHVWLRQV��� 
 
6LQFH� LW� LV�REYLRXV� WKDW�RXU� ,:9*$�LV�RQ� WKH�
������ZURQJ�SDWK�WR�FRUUHFW�VROXWLRQ�LW�LV�LP�
SHUDWLYH� WKDW� ZH� DOO� ZKR� OLYH� KHUH� LQ� ,:9�
VWURQJO\�XQLWH�DQG�PDNH�VXUH�RXU�SODQ�FRQWDLQV�
WKH� SDWK� WR� WKH� FRUUHFW� VROXWLRQ� WKDW� SXWV� RXU�
ZDWHU�VLWXDWLRQ�QRW�RQO\�EDFN�RQWR�VXVWDLQDELO�
LW\��EXW�GRHV�VR�LQ�WKH�ZD\�WKDW�LW�LV�SHUPDQHQW��� 
 
$V�WKLV�&DOLIRUQLD-6WDWH�FRQWUROOHG�ZDWHU�PHVV�
FRQWLQXHV� WR� UXQ�ZLOG�DQG�FUHDWHV�GLVDVWHU��QRW�
VROXWLRQ�� ZH� PXVW� DOO� VWD\� LQYROYHG� ZKHWKHU�
RQH� LV� DFWLYHO\� LQYROYHG� RU� VXSSRUWLQJO\� LQ�
YROYHG�� � ,W� WDNHV� DOO�RI�XV�� �'R�QRW�KHVLWDWH� WR�
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