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We all remember the assurance that only those property owners using large amount of 
water “will pay” but those using less are exempt!  Then that progressed to only those 
using 2 acre feet or less are exempt!  That has progressed to “all private-property well 
owners” will pay for equipment that is now mandatory to be installed on every well 
and will cost about $800.00 or more and we mandate two for each well for backup pur-
poses...no charge for water if the well owner uses 2 acre feet or more per year.   

 

Now, face facts.  1) This 5-man board was never elected or even selected by anyone 
here in the IWV.  It is a mandated selection by SGMA which was legislation passed by 
the CA government and only by a 2-vote margin.  2) I know of no one in the IWV that 
approved any authority to be given to this 5-man board to spend any $’s and turn 
around and send out their own mandates to private-property well owners to make these 
charges and then send those charges on to us and mandate payments from us or suffer 
penalties.   

 

Oh?  Really!  This constant changing is 1) a terrible way to do business and is not ac-
ceptable.  2)  In addition, all these charges for water are for (as stated by IWVGA) to 
pay for all the $’s IWVGA spends and IWVGA refuses to acknowledge that the State 
of California is mandated by  “2018 California Constitution, Article XIII B, Govern-
ment Spending Limitation, Section 6, to pay for all their mandated requirements to 
lower CA government...PERIOD!  Not us...we, the people.   
 
Thus, our own IWVGA has thrown the responsibility for paying the costs IWVGA 
runs up for which we, the people have never given approval.  CA government is, by 
CA constitutional law, responsible for payment. 
 
For starters, here in the IWV the lawyers are making money, the City charges for use 
of meeting room, etc., IWVGA hires outside people and businesses to tell them how to 
do their job, etc., etc., and again, we, the people have never approved of one single one 
of those expenditures.  Now we are to pay the bills?  At this point in this report I will 
remind all that many of we private-property well owners have been working to stop 
this illegal mess, have prepared and submitted Our Plan to the proper halls of Washing-
ton D.C. which bypasses California and directly addresses the cause of our water prob-
lem at the Federal level where the problem starts; however, we have done that at our 
own expense and don’t expect anyone else to pay for our work.  The next page is a re-
print of the California Constitution which puts the bill right where it belongs; i.e., in 



California.   
 
Also following the CA Constitution information is a copy of  my submission to the Letter– to-the-Editor section of 
our “Daily Independent” and “News Review”  Ridgecrest Newspapers.   
 

https://law.justia.com/constitution/california/article-xiii-b/section-6/ 
(Sec. 6 amended June 3, 2014, by Prop. 42. Res.Ch. 123, 2013.) 

This is the Section 6,a that requires the California Government in Sacramento to pay for all these SGMA demands, 
no matter how they and their lawyers/attorneys try to spin it!  Also, all please note!   On the CA State website, 
this proposition is noted (shown in that statement in parentheses above) that this proposition has been 
“amended”….NO!  Any CA Constitutional proposition duly passed by the vote of we, the registered, voting 
citizens of California may not be “amended” by any entity in our government...PERIOD!   Only the CA reg-
istered voters can make such a change.  Otherwise, the proposal as originally passed prevails.  The following 
is the primary part of this addition to our CA Constitution that establishes the fact that it is our CA govern-
ment that must pay all costs created by our “forced” participation in the SGMA mandates.  
 
“2018 California Constitution, Article XIII B, Government Spending Limitation, Section 6 
 
 SEC. 6.  (a)  Whenever the Legislature or any state agency mandates a new program or higher level of ser-
vice on any local government, the State shall provide for a subvention of funds to reimburse that local gov-
ernment for the costs of the program or increased level of service, except that the Legislature may, but need 
not, provide a subvention of funds for the following mandates: 
 
(1) Legislative mandates requested by the local agency affected. 
(2) Legislation defining a new crime or changing an existing definition of a crime. 
(3) Legislative mandates enacted prior to January 1, 1975, or executive orders or regulations initially im-

plementing legislation enacted prior to January 1, 1975. 
(4) Legislative mandates contained in statutes within the scope of paragraph (7)) of subdivision (b) of Sec-

tion 3, Article 1. 
(5) Except as provided in paragraph (2), for the 2005-06 fiscal year and every subsequent fiscal year, for a 

mandate for which the costs of a local government claimant have been determined in a preceding fiscal 
year to be payable by the State pursuant to law, the Legislature shall either appropriate, in the annual 
Budget Act, the full payable amount that has not been previously paid, or suspend the operation of the 
mandate for the fiscal year for which the annual Budget Act is applicable in a manner prescribed.  

 
Here is a copy of the letter-to-the-editor sent to both IWV newspapers: 

  
 IWVGA Must Shut Down! 

Letters to the Editor 
Submitted by Lorry Wagner and 

The Friends of Indian Wells Valley 
April 4, 2020 

The corona virus scare has shut down from rural to towns to cities to counties to States, etc., etc.  We here in the 
Indian Wells Valley must demand that the IWVGA also shuts down this entire movement.   
 
We, the people of IWV are losing our retirement, losing our jobs, are lucky to manage to be able to shop for a little 
food, etc., etc.,  and have literally been brought to a stand still.   
 
IWVGA must shut down and respect the mandated shut down of all of us until this corona virus has passed.  Then 
we can re-open IWVGA discussion and hope that sanity will prevail this second time around.  CA government has 
shut down nearly everything else and IWVGA/SGMA is a CA government mandate.  This mandate doesn’t get to 
play by different rules.   
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WHY ARE NOT THE BELOW AVENUES THAT ARE EASILY AVAILABLE 
 BEING USED!  

By:  Jerry Todd 
March, 2020 

 

The below post is from Face Book and shares some very interesting avenues that could be taken to actually make better 
use of what we have readily available and ready for use.  Thank you Jerry for bring up and listing all these “way outs” 
which seem to be ignored by our California State government.  Let’s get busy and put these avenues to much better ways 
on a forward march. 

Jerry Todd: to Lorry Mont-Eton Wagner If the weenies weren't insisting on shutting down nuclear power plants, 
they could use the tremendous heat source for AutoMultistage Flash Distillation (AMFD) for desalination.  
 
Not to mention charging all those electric vehicles - and as it develops, the manufacture of H2 for much more effi-
cient fuel cells. Much better than batteries if they can get the cost of H2 production down. I think they could with 
Nuke. Also H2 can be extracted from biomass - like all our ag and landscape waste, plus specific crops grown for 
the purpose. Currently, most H2 is manufactured from natural gas. 
 
BTW, the exhaust from fuel cell powered vehicles is H2O. Perhaps we'll have to develop water collecting tanks on 
cars or street surface collection to recycle back into the groundwater aquifer. 

Jerry Todd Lorry Mont-Eton Wagner of course! … Answer to Lorry’s request asking for permission  to use his above in 
one of our Newsletters 
 

 WHO SIGNED ANY AGREEMENTS/CONTRACTS GIVING 
 LOS ANGELES PERMISSION AND/OR LICENSE TO TAKE WATER FLOWING FROM 

HEAD WATERS ON LAND OWNED 
BY THE CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES 

By: Lorry Wagner 
 September 10, 2018 

 
I am reprinting this article from 2018 to not only remind folks of what we have brought to the table, but to also 
apprise those who did not see this in 2018 when it was first published. 
  
In the many hours of researching innumerous documents and reading the many reports from those early years 
of the beginnings of the Los Angeles aqueduct’s re-directing the waters which  originate at the head waters 
located on lands owned by “we, the people,” I continually come back to the question of “who gave BLM, U.S. 
Forest Service, Parks, US Department of Interior, etc., the authority to sign any kind of agreement/contract 
which gives any entity such as Los Angeles the right to take that water?”   
 
This must be answered and corrected if such authority has somehow been usurped going over the heads of we, 
the people! 
 
Since these lands belong to “we, the people,” only we private land owners who own the land...where these 
head waters flow naturally forward both above ground and underground down-flow...can legally be the only 
authorized property owners that have the authority to sign away any rights to divert and take this water away 
from that natural path of travel.  If there is any question, a water-rights amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
must be passed to protect our water rights across this country.  This water challenge has apparently become an 
issue in many areas of America as our population has hugely increased and Mother Nature imposes drought 
periodically. 
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BLM, U.S. Forest Service, Park, etc., bureaus   only managed these public lands.  Management level does 
NOT have the automatic authority to make those decisions in the business world.  That decision is made 
by owners or stock holders sometimes through a Board of Directors, etc.   

We citizens that own these public lands (sometimes called government lands) need to clarify to those who 
think they have the authority to sign such documents that they do not have that authority.  Only we own-
ers have that authority (or certainly should have)…although that may need further clarification to imple-
ment same.  If our bureaus under the Department of Interior have somehow usurped this authority, we the 
people need to demand that misconception be corrected by our Federal Government as soon as possible.  
 
To make clear that only we, the people have that authority, I would urge either the President of the United 
States, the U.S. Congress and/or whomever has the authority to do so make sure that the above-described 
ownership of public lands and authority for top-level decisions on same is clarified.   
 
Since it would be impossible for every citizen in the U.S. to vote on this kind of issue that may  arise on 
one specific piece of public land, I believe wording should exist within such clarification that “only the 
land owners under or over which water flows from that areas’ head waters originating on the peoples land 
would be eligible for casting such a vote regarding any outside interceding asking for distribution of those 
waters for their own purposes.   
 
I would also add (if not now addressed) that any waters “used” on those properties over or under which 
said water is existing/flowing and is withdrawn, said water must be utilized only upon that property…
within reason and I’m sure politicians could handle wording; i.e., I might want to send a barrel of water to 
my neighbor who’s pump is temporarily down for repair.  Special permission could be granted to those 
people leasing government land for grazing rights, fish hatcheries (or equivalent) with restriction that that 
water must stay within the boundaries leased.   
 
I do not claim to be able to write policy needed for this clarification or change, so I leave that to those that 
are knowledgeable in that field.  I do believe we need to immediately identify who is signing these agree-
ments/contracts, stop and reverse any of same that has not been approved by the citizens who own the 
public lands from which any head waters originate and flow from the peoples’ land over or under private 
properties which create our creeks and rivers.  It is the  private property owners who depend on this natu-
ral flow of that water for survival.  These flowing waters that create the creeks, lakes and rivers plus al-
most always refill aquifers upon which private property owners install pumps to bring that water up to 
their property for domestic, agriculture and other legitimate usages. 
 
I believe it has been proven that diversion of water to “other” areas and often the dams we build can cause 
more harm then good.  That proves that government should never be allowed to make decisions for water 
originating at those head waters on public land owned by “we, the people.” 
 

 

Spring is here! 
 

April 5 thru 10, 2020, 
brought  a week of won-
derful rain here to IWV 

and snow down to 5,000’ 
all around us.  Now the 
sun is out, the ducks are 

mating and the hot house 
is growing vegetables for 

summer! 
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Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   

Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  

 lorrysda@gmail.com  

lorrysda@gmail.com 
Telephone:  760-377-5579 

 
 You can download a copy of this and all others newsletter to printout for ad-

ditional copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  
  

http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 
 

Below is  contact information for the author of this newsletter and our own website..   
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Use Our IWV Waste Water as an Asset to This Valley...Save Millions of Dollars in Place of 
Buying Water as being Forced Upon We, the People by Our Indian Wells Valley GA 

 By:  Mike Neel 
April, 2020 

 
Here is a workable solution. The City needs to get it's City Manager in line and put an end to any effort to even think about having a 
new plant on Navy land. A new City property located plant should be built and control given to the Water District, so that there is no 
question that the District owns that water. Then that water can be recycled in the most feasible way and BOOM, we have all the wa-
ter that the GA is saying the District would have to buy to meet water allocations. At least $8 million saved YOU per year. 
 
Want  to save yourself as a taxpayer around $10 million. Then pay attention to see how water is the new gold, and our City has some 
you can cash in on. The water going down your drain to the sewer plant is now being evaporated away, in old school fashion. In this 
new day of California water mandates, wasted water is wasted money. Yet the City Manager has been wasting lots of time negotiat-
ing with the Navy, in an effort pointed at putting the new (badly needed) sewer plant on Navy land- which will ensure that the Navy 
gets about $3 million of free recycled water a year. This is in contradiction to City Council members stated desire to have a new 
plant on City land, which enables the City or Water District easy use of that water, to the tune of saving us around $8 million a year. 
Keep in mind that the Navy has not paid their fair share of operating the current plant for more than twenty years and they got a lot 
of water from us for cheap. This needs to stop. 
 
Here is what is needed to make that happen. Get ALL talks about the sewer plant at City Council out in the open. The City Manager 
has been trying to keep negotiations with the Navy on this under the radar by claiming the need for closed session discussions. This 
is similar to how the Casino got started. The new sewer plant is too critical to the City's future to allow the public be cut out of the 
discussion. The Council needs to hear us demand that ALL talks on this subject be out in the open. And all talks should be about 
putting the plant on City Property. 
 
Next, work between the City and Water District needs to begin NOW to transfer operation of the plant to the Water District. Once 
that happens, the District can own that water and put it to our best use. The Water District will have to push to make this happen, so 
they will need some motivation too. 
 
The people of Ridgecrest should send two letters/emails out informing their representatives at the City and Water District that we 
want a new Water District owned sewer plant put on City property, and we want that water recycled and used for US. Further, any of 
that water the Navy wants, it should pay market rate for. It's just that simple. In fact it should have already been underway, but it 
seems we need to push to make it happen. 
 
Write to the City Council at CityCouncil @ridgecrest-ca.gov and the Water District Board at lduffy@iwvwd.com and tell them we 
want the new sewer plant on City property, we want all talks on the subject in the open and we want that water recycled and used to 
serve us and we want it to happen SOON!   

Friends of Indian Wells Valley, April 10, 2020 


