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 By:  Lorry Wagner 

 

BLM Has Received at Least Two Requests for Approval for a New 
Geothermal Plant Site in Rose Valley 
(just north of our Indian Wells Valley) 

 
Many of us here in the IWV became aware very recently that BLM was negoti-
ating with at least one company that has submitted a request to BLM to approve 
a site for building at least one new Geothermal Plant right next door to us to the 
north in Rose Valley.  This was shocking information!   
 
Any more extraction of water from that Rose Valley aquifer would significantly 
impact our water refill currently flowing into the IWV.  BLM has already 
signed an agreement or contract with the Coso Geothermal facility to extract 
water from Rose Valley some time ago.  No one in the IWV, including the IW-
VGA was informed of this new submission filing for approval of building this 
geothermal facility in Rose Valley.   
 
In addition, the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power have recently 
drilled at least 2 deep water wells and sent the water from these wells straight to 
the west into their aqueducts.  BLM or Inyo County (or both) had to give ap-
proval for this drilling and those of us who know about it just “found out” by 
accident.    
 
This is OUR WATER folks.  In addition, please remember 1) if the LADWP 
wells are on BLM land that is FEDERAL PUBLIC LAND which belongs to 
we, the people and is NOT owned by BLM which is ONLY a Federal Depart-
ment under the US Department of Interior, both of whom ONLY manage those 
public lands for the “OWNERS, WE, THE PEOPLE”.   
 
If these LADWP wells were drilled on private property, again, only Inyo 
County could issue any permits to drill water wells!   Is there a problem with 
Inyo County’s not communicating with Indian Wells Valley when it comes to 
the water issues both areas are dealing with?  
 
The issues described above reiterate why BLM should not be allowed to make 

Please share this Newslet-
ter with your friends and 

 acquaintances.   
Also, you may add your 

replies or additional  
information for inclusion 

in our next edition.   
For contact 

 information see last 
page.   

All past copies of Our 
Newsletters and other  

communications with our 
politicians, etc. can be 
found on our webpage 

(click on  link under the 
heading at the top right of 

this page…follow the  
arrow).    
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agreements and/or contracts regarding land area they ONLY manage but are owned by we, the people.  In ad-
dition, we here in the IWV must have better communication with Inyo County when water is involved.  Our 
refill water flows right through Inyo County directly to IWV in Kern County.   
 
Now, that information shared, I attended the February 20, 2020, meeting of our IWVGA.  This issue was 
brought up during that meeting by our IWVGA board.  There were representative from both Inyo County and 
BLM sitting up front as part of the non-voting board.   
 
IWVGA Chairman Mick Gleason addressed this latest issue of the possible approval by BLM and/or Inyo 
County of allowing a Geothermal Plant to be built on Federal Public Grounds in Rose Valley.  He made it 
clear that he was SHOCKED to read about this possibility.  The IWVGA had received no information or con-
tact regarding this issue.  It was pointed out clearly that 1) any development of any business, especially a geo-
thermal plan, would indeed, use water which would diminish the current flow of water on down into our IWV 
aquifer by at least 30%.  2)  Mick and other IWVGA board members made it clear that the Indian Wells Valley 
not only should be, but must be, informed and kept apprised of any kind of action which affects our incoming 
water flow.   
 
BLM and Owens Valley representatives went on and on about how this (or these) request was only preliminary 
and had to be researched, environmental reports required, etc., etc. before either could take any action on the 
request of discussion.  It was never made clear why both BLM and Inyo County were involved in any ap-
proval. 
 
Your editor here (myself, Lorry Wagner) stood up and asked the board the questions: 
    1)  Is this property in question privately owned or is it BLM land?  Answer, BLM land. 
    2) As it is only “Managed” by BLM which is a department of the U.S. Department of Interior, who owns 
this land?  Answer from a member of the IWVGA Board, “the people”...refined clarification is that “we, the 
people” own all Federal Public Land. BLM “ONLY” manages same under the USDI as explained above. 
 
More discussion went on, but the bottom line is that “we, the people” were never informed of this request, 
BLM seems to be making all the decisions without any input from we, the owners of that parcel in question 
and I believe I can speak for almost all if not all of we, the people within the surrounding area of the location 
for this request for approval to build from the applicant that if we, the people were apprised we would vote a 
solid and loud NO...we do not approve any request that would take more water out of our aquifer feed down to 
the IWV. 
 

Borders of Our IWV  Aquifer 
 

During this meeting, one gentleman came up to the microphone set up for input from the floor.  He spoke of 
the fact that IWVGA has been limited to only considering that IWV is a “closed basin.”  This man explained 
how that is not true and that our underground aquifer actually extends to the north end of Rose Valley where 
the valley floor meets the mountain uprising just north of Dun Moving.  That puts the entire Rose Valley over-
laying the north end of our aquifer. 
 
Unfortunately I was not able to hear him identify himself for more followup, but am seeking more information.  
This clarification of the actual extent of our aquifer could have very large impact on our own IWV path toward  
retaining more control over any move by BLM and/or Inyo County to make any agreements or sign any con-
tracts or approve any permits, etc. that would affect the water coming into or part of our aquifer.  
 
 

 



 

 By:  Lorry Wagner 
February 25, 2020 

 
I wish to add to Mike’s comment above.  Again, Mike, you have encapsulated this entire move so very 
clearly. Please, readers, read Mike's post slowly, carefully and put it together to complete the full picture of 
the injustice coming down on our heads from CA government through SGMA and now on down to all of 
us through the IWVGA! A very dedicated resident of the IWV just said something to me yesterday that 
should really resonate with all of us; i.e., "Our Revolutionary War WAS FOUGHT and WON in opposi-
tion of England's TAXATION WITHOUT REPRESENTATION. That is exactly what Mike describes 
above. Do we have to re-fight our Revolutionary War again in order to re-establish the America for which 
those original Americans fought and won? Let's not throw America and our Constitution away.   
 
I will remind everyone "how" we are handling this California-government intrusion into our American way 
of life via the “appointed” group dropping SGMA and all those demands on whomever they pick and 
choose which is ten passed down to local ground-water-authority boards.  This latter then dumps all finan-
cial responsibility on “grants” and the rest of the financial shortfall on the heads of the residents in the 
name of the mis-named “fees”...no, not fees, this is a tax.  We residents have, as indicated in several prior 
Newsletters and communications, designed and file “Our Plan” on the Federal level in Washington D.C.  
This plan will correct the water mess we are currently (and have for decades) experiencing and said plan 
will send LA and their aqueducts out of here into desalination from the Pacific Ocean which is on their 
western boundary correcting the fact that LA and their aqueducts should never have been here in the first 
place. 
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By:  Mike Neel 
February 25, 2020  

  
The current plan has been formulated without regard to two former studies that estimate the IWV aquifer to 
hold at least 3 million acre feet of capacity (one study is the Bureau of Reclamation study of 1993). It fur-
ther neglects to address the plain fact that the only water users in the valley with an actual problem are the 
percentage of private well owners who have a low head of water in their wells. These amount to less than 
600 households, and the problem is solved with minimal expense by the placement of new ,deeper wells. 
The majority of water users in the valley are served by the Indian Wells Valley Water District (IWVWD), 
which has wells over 1000 feet deep to draw from , no supply problem at all. With total estimated expendi-
tures which would cost the targeted groups of the IWVWD and Searles Valley over $300 million in capital 
costs and $9 million in annual operating costs, this plan is an economic back breaker for our valley. Many 
individual households would end up being charged over $1500/ year for this plan. This would force many 
to simply leave the valley for places of affordable living costs. Many businesses would be severely im-
pacted also. This plan is in addition being submitted by a body that is NOT representative of the residents 
of the valley. NO single one of them was elected to this position of policing and taxing authority. One on 
the GA members (Inyo County) is from a location that could not possibly have more than 20 residents in 
the Indian Wells Valley, yet was given 1/5 of the voting power. The valley Citizens' right to choose who 
would wield such power over their lives has been usurped by this board. This plan will stand as a testament 
to un-Constitutional tyranny if implemented. The current plan should be abolished and a new attempt at 
formulating one by an elected GA board instituted, after one has been duly voted into power and given 
power by the People it will stand to represent.   

Government Rule Imposed on IWV Private-Property Well Owners by an Un-Elected Body 
With No  Taxing or Policing Authority 
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How Does LA’s Diverting the Natural-Flowing Water into Their Two Aqueducts 
Affect Surface-Flowing and Aquifer Refill Within the Valleys on the  

Eastern Side of our Sierra Nevada Mountain Range? 
 

Following are excerpts from this book.   That information underlined in red addresses 
the lawsuit filed by Land Owners of the of the Santa Clara Valley against Los Ange-
les for holding water in the dam built by Mulholland/Los Angeles that originates in 
the Owens Valley north of Lone Pine where water from the north flowing down 
Owens River is diverted into LA’s aqueduct and flows south approximately 250 miles 
into this dam which then blocks natural flow on downstream which would otherwise 
sink into the ground and refill that Valley’s aquifer.  The Land Owners won the case 
by proving they were right; i.e., LA was blocking the natural flow of water and thus 
drying up their aquifer. 
 
If you wish to purchase and read this book, information is to the left under the picture. 
 
This lawsuit brings forth the fact that by blocking this dam (before it collapsed and 
kill up to 500 people because of the ensuing flood waters bursting down to and 
through the Santa Clara Valley on out to the Pacific Ocean) the natural flow of water 
down this canyon before the Dam was built sunk into the ground as it flowed to refill 
the aquifers of this entire area.  Mulholland and dam engineers and others disagreed 
and stated the Dam did not interfere with down-the-way aquifers. 
 
The Land Owners of Santa Clara Valley did all the research and found the truth...yes, 
the dam blocking their natural-flow of water before the dam did, indeed, end up 
blocking the natural refill action for their aquifers.  Their underground water levels 
dropped significantly and destroyed farms and private-well owners ability to  pump  

  
It has just been reported to one of 
our private-property well owners 
that Los Angeles has approached a 
property owner on Brown Road 
and offered to buy their large par-
cel of land.  The offer was not ac-
cepted.   
 
Be aware!  Los Angeles wants to 
take as much water directly out 
of our valley as is possible.    
 
Many of us saw this coming and 
warned the IWVGA this would 
happen when they started im-
posing fees on our agriculture 
owners.  We residents of this 
whole area must all rise up and 
work together to make sure “Our 
Plan” goes forth.   

 
We need everyone to get behind 
“Our Plan” and send that word to 
Washington, D.C.  Our Plan rises 
right over the top of California Gov-
ernment and creates the solution at 
the Federal Level on water laws spe-
cifically covering those Federal lands 
that ARE OWNED BY WE, THE 
PEOPLE!   
 
We residents of this whole area must 
all rise up and work together to make 
sure “Our Plan” goes forth.  We need 
everyone to get behind “Our Plan” 
and send that word to Washington, 
D.C.   
 
Please contact our Congressman  
Kevin McCarthy, President Trump 
(if you can) and make it understood 
we have to stop LADWP by sending 
LA to desalination.   

 
In addition, there are two Con-
gressmen from California who are 
also working on California’s water 
mess.  Here are their addresses: 

Devin Nunes   22nd Congr. Distr. 
113 N. Church St., Ste 208 

Visalia, CA 93291 
 Duncan Hunter, U.S. House 

 611 N. Magnolia Ave, Ste. 310 
 El Cajon, CA 92020. 

 
  Please contact them and let them 
know our water problem on the 
east side of the Sierras is caused by 
totally different reasons from the 
west side of California.  Please 
mention “Our Plan” having been 
submit ted to  Congressman 
McCarthy, President Trump at the 
end of August, 2018, and The US 
Department of Interior in March of 
2019. 
 

The below link will take 
you to Amazon’s page 
where this book is listed 
and you can go from there 
to find more copies at dif-
ferent prices. 
 
https://www.amazon.com/
Man-made-disaster-Francis-
Southern-Californias/
dp/0870621211 
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 their own water.  This all happened back in 
1926, but Mother Nature still operates ex-
actly the same.  Differences ONLY OCCUR 
as a result of the natural makeup of the 
ground down through which surface water 
flows. 
 
If the same tests were done here in the IWV 
today I believe we would find that by divert-
ing up to 460,000 acre-feet of water per year 
into their two (2) aqueducts today would 
prove far beyond doubt that sending LA to 
desalination for the amount of water re-
quired to replace what they are taking 
through their aqueducts today and shutting 
down these LA aqueducts, we here in the 
IWV would find our aquifer refilling to the 
point of no shortage of water or annual re-
fill. 
 
This newsletter brings forth to our readers 
this information to raise more understanding 
of how much our “experts” who are deter-
mining the path IWVGA under California’s 
SGMA must take.   
 
When one puts history and far more wide-
spread facts together, it becomes very ap-
parent and clear that “Our Plan” will bring 
forth the natural flow of water into our area 
to refill our aquifer as it did before LADWP 
started diverting so much down to the Los 
Angeles areas and, therefore, shut down our 
natural supply. 
 
Go to the next page for the final excerpt 
from this book with its history and very in-
formative facts. 
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Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   

Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  

 lorrysda@gmail.com  

lorrysda@gmail.com 
Telephone:  760-377-5579 

 
 You can download a copy of this and all others newsletter to printout for 

additional copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  
  

http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

Below is  contact information for the editor of this newsletter 
and 

 the link to our own website.   

Class Action Lawsuits  

A Class-Action Lawsuit is still the only way we, the people who are private-property well owners in the Indian 
Wells Valley have at present to stop our IWVGA, SGMA and our California government overreaching from 
slapping fees, restrictions and interfering with our private wells, all of which are illegal.  Our lawyer(s)/
attorney(s) would be contracted to file as acknowledging payment by contingency.   
 
There are other actual full lawsuits being filed by some of our larger property well owners who are in the busi-
ness of agriculture and we wish them all end-results success.  We extend invitation to these large-area property 
business owners to communicate with us.  We may be in positions to help each others’ endeavors or at the very 
least support each others’ positions. 
 
To repeat that we, the private-property well owners of the Indian Wells Valley have not just stood by and 
watched all this mess evolve.  As repeated several times through out the 2018 and 2019 years,  we have a plan 
that is the final way to get rid of LA taking our water which has been filed in Washington, D.C.  However,  we 
must also now stop CA, SGMA and IWVGA from imposing all this above-described cost caused by IWVGA 
and SGMA and these two entities trying to pass these costs down to be paid by ultimately all the people who 
use water in the IWV.  We have found that proposition that passed which forces CA to include full payment to 
all those counties, cities and/or areas of California when  projects are sent down to same by Sacramento.     

We Continue to Remind Everyone! 
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