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Let’s Take Control of the State of California’s 

 Interference With Our Water Rights! 
 

 By:  Lorry Wagner 

  
California...Stay Out of Our Water 

The following article from the Los Angeles Times newspaper highlights the 
fact that, even though our IWV water problems are brought about because of 
the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power’s diverting our natural aquifer 
refill water into their aqueducts, the rest of California has and is contemplating 
passing more water laws that will cause terrible water problems across the en-
tire state.  We must pay attention to the whole water mess across California, 
even though the plan we have designed and submitted to the correct “offices” 
of Washington D.C. addresses a different cause of this areas water problems.    
“Our Plan” will address a lot of the entire CA mess, this mess will effect each 
of us individually and thus we must continue to pursue this subject in all areas 
that will impact each of us individually and as a population plus all business.  I 
share the following article with you to “bring you up to date,” so-to-speak. 
 

Newsom sings the delta blues 
Amid lobbying by competing interests, the governor’s water 

policies appear in flux. 

 
By Bettina Boxall 

Los Angeles Times 
 



Soon after taking office last year, Gov. Gavin Newsom pledged to break through the “status quo” of California 
water politics, plagued by decades of litigation and impasse.  “We have to get past the old binaries, like farm-
ers versus environmentalists, or North versus South,” the governor said in his 2019 State of the State address. 
“Our approach can’t be either/or. It must be yes/and.” 
 
One year later, the Newsom administration appears to be a house divided on water, as competing interests pull 
it in opposite directions.  The main flash point is the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, a threatened estuary and 
source of water for a majority of Californians.  In an unusual public disagreement with a sister agency, the 
California Fish and Wildlife Department said proposed state rules for pumping water supplies from the delta 
would worsen conditions for delta smelt and other fish on the brink of extinction.  Newsom has also pledged to 
stand up to the White House on environmental issues. Yet two months after state officials vowed to sue the 
Trump administration to block a rollback of federal endangered species protections for imperiled native fish, 
no lawsuit has been filed. 
 
And the state’s high-profile attempts to negotiate a settlement with major water users over tough new flow re-
quirements for delta tributaries have stalled.  “A lot of people are wondering what’s going on,” said Kim 
Delfino, California director for Defenders of Wildlife, an environmental group. “It’s a huge mess.” In inter-
views, Natural Resource Agency officials rejected suggestions of internal conflict and disarray.  “I don’t think 
there’s a divorce, I don’t think there’s a major split,” fish and wildlife director Chuck Bonham said of his de-
partment’s polite but highly critical comments on the Department of Water Resources’ delta pumping pro-
posal.  Rather, he said, two departments with different authorities are working their way through a complicated 
environmental review process in an unprecedented situation. 
 
The State Water Project, which supplies Southern California with delta water, has historically adhered to fed-
eral Endangered Species Act protections for delta smelt, chinook salmon and other imperiled species.  But in 
the face of the pending Trump rollbacks, the Newsom administration decided to do something California has 
never done before — develop its own set of delta fish protections under the California Endangered Species 
Act.  That has set the resources agency down a path strewn with political and practical potholes. 
 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California and other state project customers want the administra-
tion to go along with the rollback and relax pumping restrictions that have cost them delta deliveries.  But em-
bracing the plans would not be good optics in a state that considers itself a leader of the resistance to President 
Trump. 
 
Moreover, in formal comments filed Jan. 6, the fish and wildlife department argued that delta protections need 
“strengthening, not weakening.” It added that “any diminishment of existing protections could worsen these 
species conditions.” 

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation has further complicated matters by signaling that its delta pumping operations 
would not comply with stricter state endangered species rules.  That would create a practical nightmare in the 
Northern California delta, which serves as the center of the state’s vast water supply system.  Tougher state 
standards, for example, could mean that federal irrigation customers of the Central Valley Project gain supplies 
at the expense of Metropolitan and other state customers. 
 
On the other hand, if federal pumping violates state protections, California could block the reclamation bureau 
from using state canals it sometimes needs to deliver supplies to San Joaquin Valley farms.  That scenario has 
kept state and federal water managers talking. 
 
“I think all the agencies involved are open to finding a way forward to meet their concerns without lawsuits,” 
said Natural Resources Secretary Wade Crowfoot. “There is a lot of constructive discussion happening on a 
daily basis between the federal and state agencies on all manner of management questions.”  “We think litiga-
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tion should be the last resort,” he added. “But if needed, we will pursue that.” 
In a delta face-off with the Trump administration, California has some powerful weapons. It controls state 
pumps that can export more water than the federal facilities. And both reclamation law and the 1992 Central 
Valley Project Improvement Act dictate that the federal water project meet state water quality standards. 
 
“We’re not powerless. The state has some leverage,” said Jeffrey Mount, a senior fellow at the Public Policy 
Institute of California. But “nobody benefits from this kind of standoff — I get why the administration hasn’t 
pulled the trigger on the lawsuit.”  Environmental attorney Doug Obegi doesn’t. Noting that California has 
filed dozens of lawsuits against Trump policies, Obegi said he is optimistic the state will sue “and that fish and 
wildlife will stick to its guns.”  “I think fish and wildlife’s letter highlights their consistent and ongoing con-
cerns with weakening protections for salmon and endangered species in the delta. What’s unusual is that this 
dispute between the state agencies has seen the light of day,” said Obegi, a senior attorney with the Natural 
Resources Defense Council. 
 
To operate delta exports under the state Endangered Species Act, the water resources department must obtain a 
permit from fish and wildlife, which appears to be scoring some points.  In draft environmental documents re-
leased in November, the water resources department estimated that its proposed pumping rules would boost 
the State Water Project’s annual delta exports by an average of roughly 200,000 acre feet — enough to supply 
400,000 households for a year. 
 
But the department’s December permit application outlined a less aggressive pumping approach.  Water re-
sources “considered the feedback from parties, including fish and wildlife, and have come back with a permit 
application … that commits to no net increase in exports,” Crowfoot said.  More changes are possible before 
fish and wildlife issues the permit this spring, said water resources director Karla Nemeth.  “I don’t think 
DWR was surprised by the fish and wildlife comments ... because those are all the issues we’re talking about,” 
she said. “There’s more work to do and we expect to keep going.” Fish and wildlife biologists also rejected a 
premise of the Trump rollback and the initial water resources proposal. Both would rely on real-time monitor-
ing of where imperiled fish are swimming in the delta to dictate pumping levels instead of the strict seasonal 
guidelines that have been in place for the last decade.  Given that the numbers of delta smelt and longfin smelt 
have plummeted to record lows in recent years, fish and wildlife said such an approach could create “a bias 
toward concluding that fish are not in the system when, in fact, they are.” 
 
In a separate but related matter, the Newsom administration has been trying to negotiate a settlement with ma-
jor water users to avert a legal war over new flow standards that would make cities and farms leave more water 
in delta tributaries — and eventually the delta — to support migrating salmon.  Major river users upstream of 
the delta have already filed a slew of lawsuits to block the first set of flow standards, which were adopted by 
the State Water Resources Control Board in late 2018. 
 
Westlands Water District, California’s biggest irrigation agency, walked away from the settlement talks after 
the state declared it would sue to stop the federal rollbacks in the delta.  Crowfoot said his agency would soon 
release an assessment of whether proposed settlement terms would satisfy the water board’s environmental 
standards.  Jeffrey Kightlinger, general manager of the Metropolitan water district, said his agency is still in-
volved in the flow talks, but is unsure of the outcome.  The governor’s office, he observed, is “trying to strike a 
balance — and that’s very hard with these thorny issues.”  “I’ve seen them be pretty realistic that, ‘Yes, we’re 
going to have a lot of unhappy people.’ ” 
 

See next page for the graph showing California Precipitation from 1895 to current 2020 
 
It is amazing how the “TRUTH” is always available...one just has to look for it. 
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Overview from IWV Private-Property Well Owners:  One last item of note.  Our U.S. Military ships also use de-
salination.  Remember, they are often at sea for weeks and/or months and must have access to fresh wa-
ter.  Although the volume of fresh, drinkable water that would be used on board of one of these ships is 
miniscule when compared to what the LADWP is diverting into their aqueducts and, thus are “taking” 
from the eastern side of our Sierra Nevada mountains, it is the continuing and speedy advancement of 
the desalination process, including lowering costs of same plus the continuing advancement of the proc-
ess that is the important point here; i.e., it is NOT ONLY the private sector that addresses the advance-
ment of all areas of this process, BUT ALSO our military establishment. 
 
SUMMARY:   Calculation based upon  1 acre-foot of water contains 325,851 gallons of water 
        Water diverted by LADWP in Acre Feet   Acre Feet Converted into Gallons    
   
              Up to 450,000 acre feet/year            450,000 AF x 325,851 gallons/acre foot  = 146,639,400,000 gallons per year 
 
THAT IS 146,632,400,000 BILLION gallons of water LADWP contracted with Inyo County to divert into their two aqueducts 
during the fall and spring seasons of 2016/2017 just from our three counties on the eastern side of our Sierra Nevada mountain 
range and sends down to the LA area.  That’s  our water, folks, and should stay right here from Mono to Inyo to Kern Counties to 
take care of the water needs on the eastern side of our Sierra Nevada Mountain Range!   
 
One more pertinent figure:  The population of the Los Angeles Area is approximately 13,000,000 people (13 million).  
13,000,000 million people divided into 146,629,400,000 billion gallons of water  = 11,279.46 gallons per person.   
 
Granted, this end figure is an “overview” figure, but it is accurate enough to show what the LADWP is doing to us.  Our IWVGA 
is talking about limiting the population here to horrifying limited use...NO...LADWP NEEDS TO SHUT DOWN THEIR TWO 
AQUEDUCTS THAT ARE STRIPPING OUR WATER AWAY AND DOWN TO THE LA AREAS. 
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The above graph shows how Mother Nature has determined each year’s amount of water measurement which continues the 
replacement of water used in California and, of course, water which flows on out to the Pacific Ocean.  Man is not going to 
control this natural function of Mother Nature.  But this does give us insight into the fact that Man has to live with this con-

stant changing in our water  levels.  
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Our Reader’s 
 Response to 
Newsletter 17 

Question...How Do Our Val-
ley Floors and Underground 

Empty Spaces…. 
 

From Joel Mont-Eton:  I bring to 
everyone’s attention the fact that we 
also have Magma Activity within 
our area, especially to the northern 
end of this valley.  Nature always 
knows better then we ever will! 
 

Does the natural flow of water help 
maintain cooling trend on said magma 
activity?  Without that natural occur-
rence could we be facing an even big-
ger disaster? Mother nature always 
know….. 
 
From the Editor:  I bring to our 
readers’ attention, with the huge possi-
bility that the IWVGA will impose 
tremendous charges to every water 
consumer in this valley in the not too 
distant future, we all must be pre-
pared to put together and file a Class-
Action lawsuit on behalf of all of us, 
the private-property well owns plus 

Those on City water who would also 
chare in large increases on their wa-
ter bills.   
 
We are currently pursuing this under 
the understanding that the legal enti-
ties will be paid with the settlement 
they win and we, the “victims” will 
win our rights to our own water, in-
cluding stopping this nonsense of 
charging us to use our own water.   
 
Thus, at this time, I would ask that 
all who would join such a suit please 
send me contact information for fu-
ture participation if this comes 
about.  See page 7 for my contact info. 
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Yes!  Our Indian Wells Valley  does have winter snow.  There have been years when the snow on our Sierra Nevada moun-
tains on the west side of our Valley has not melted for over 2 months. 



Our Private-Property Well Owners Are Continuing Battle to Fight for Our Water Rights! 
Repeat of the below...Please share with all your friends who do not receive our Newsletter! 

 

Response from Lorry Wagner 

The “News Review” letter-to-the-editor submission by Mike 
Neel is an excellent description of not only the position in which 
our own IWVGA under SGMA and the CA government has put 
us, but is also a very in-depth look at the actual California consti-
tutional requirement that our state must pay all the bills for this 
MANDATORY demand by California down through SGMA and 
dropped onto the shoulders of our IWVGA.   
 
Our IWVGA has been informed more than once that the cause of 
any water refill shortage to our IWV aquifer is NOT drought.  It 
is the fact that Los Angeles Department of Water and Power has 
been diverting water...that should be continuing it’s southerly 
flow on down to our valley...into their two aqueducts and send-
ing it 250 miles and more further south down to the Los Angeles 
area.   This diverting our water into those aqueducts is the cur-
rent problem and the only way to permanently correct this man-
made mess is to send Los Angeles to desalination and destroy 
these aqueducts.   
 
This is not a simple “fix.”  It will take time and it will take sev-
eral areas of transferring certain functions that LA currently uses 
to maintain control over Inyo County for the most part, but it can 
be done legally and easily.   It will also then continue the final 
responsibility to each county...that currently deals directly with 
LADW...to make sure there are never any well permits issued or 
zoning imposed, etc., that will be detrimental to the water aquifer 
levels, etc., not only in each county but also in any way restric-
tive to the next successive county.  Initially it will take clarifica-
tion of our citizen’s water laws and certainly must be above the 
level of California.  That’s exactly what our plan has directed 
and it looks like there is already movement to implement the be-
ginning of our plan. 
 
The government of California is way overstepping their constitu-
tional limits and certainly interfering in the lives and rights of 
we, the people on several levels.  In addition to constantly and 
continually pursuing the right path to the correct solution, we 
also have to take responsibility for pursing our legal voting to fill 
Sacramento’s government halls with politicians that are not cor-
rupt, paid off with votes or $’s and have decent values to never 
make such demands via any mandatory requirements passed 
down without the funding to go with same.  We, the people are 
the ultimate ones responsible for the government we elect. 
 
Again, thank you Mike Neel for making the details of what is 
going on very clear.    
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Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   

Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  

 lorrysda@gmail.com  

lorrysda@gmail.com 
Telephone:  760-377-5579 

 
 You can download a copy of this and all others newsletter to printout for 

additional copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  
  

http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

Below is  contact information for the editor of this newsletter 
and 

 the link to our own website.   

Class Action Lawsuits  

A Class-Action Lawsuit is still the only way we, the people who are private-property well owners in the Indian 
Wells Valley have at present to stop our IWVGA, SGMA and our California government overreaching from 
slapping fees, restrictions and interfering with our private wells, all of which are illegal.   
 
There are other actual full lawsuits being filed by some of our larger property well owners who are in the busi-
ness of agriculture and we wish them all end-results success.  We extend invitation to these large-area property 
business owners to communicate with us.  We may be in positions to help each others’ endeavors or at the very 
least support each others’ positions. 
 
To repeat that we, the private-property well owners of the Indian Wells Valley have not just stood by and 
watched all this mess evolve.  As repeated several times through out the 2018 and 2019 years,  we have a plan 
that is the final way to get rid of LA taking our water which has been filed in Washington, D.C.  However,  we 
must also now stop CA, SGMA and IWVGA from imposing all this above-described cost caused by IWVGA 
and SGMA and these two entities trying to pass these costs down to be paid by ultimately all the people who 
use water in the IWV.  We have found that proposition that passed which forces CA to include full payment to 
all those counties, cities and/or areas of California when  projects are sent down to same by Sacramento.     

We Continue to Remind Everyone! 
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