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 Sending the Los Angeles Department of Water and 
Power to Desalination 

Let’s put rumors of “can’t be done” to rest!  
 
Overview from IWV Private-Property Well Owners:  To introduce this subject into 
our analogy of our own Indian Wells Valley water situation which sup-
ports the fact that the only final solution to correct this mess started by LA 
in 1905 is to shut down LADWP’s two aqueducts that currently divert 
thousands (if not more) of acre feet of water from our eastern side of the 
Sierra Nevada Mountain Range from Mono to Inyo and down to Kern 
Counties.  How many times and from how many people have you heard 
“That can’t be done...LA will never stand for it...etc., etc., etc.!   
 
I have seen no proof of any “expert” showing the facts, figures, and any 
financially valid reason for sending LADWP to desalination within the  
Pacific Ocean waters right off their west coast which meets the Pacific 
Ocean.  I have heard nothing but rhetoric so I have done research myself 
which SHOULD have been done by our experts working for the IWVGA!  
What is so hard to understand that the full scope of full explanation of the 
problem has to also incorporate the solution?  Picking and choosing areas 
are a waste of time if same are never put together like one would assemble 
a jig-saw puzzle to make a complete picture.   
 
Think about all the fees and costs our own IWVGA have thrown out that 
we, the residents of this valley are being told we will have to pay just be-
cause CA government created the SGMA mess and are trying to drop that 
on our heads.  WHY?  Why should we residents of IWV have to pay to im-
port water into IWV because LA is exporting our aquifer refill down to 
their area to support their “DEVELOPMENT” agenda with our water?   
 
Following is a lot of information that most of our IWV residents have 
never seen or heard from our IWVGA experts.  Notes and/or insertions in 
THIS BLUE COLOR  are shared to equate the IWV water situation with 
the following article in appropriate areas. 

  
By Jim Robbins • June 11, 2019  

Some 30 miles north of San Diego, along the Pacific Coast, sits the Claude 
“Bud” Lewis Carlsbad Desalination Plant, the largest effort to turn salt water 
into fresh water in North America.  Each day 100 million gallons of seawater 
are pushed through semi-permeable membranes to create 50 million gallons of 

Contact information, 
past  copies of Our 

Newsletters and other  
communications with 
our politicians, etc. 
can be found on our 

webpage (below link) 

mailto:lorrysda@gmail.com


The Claude "Bud" Lewis Carlsbad Desalination Plant  
on the California coast 

Friends of Indian Wells Valley, January 5, 2020 Page 2 Newsletter No.1-2020 

water that is piped to municipal users. Carlsbad, which became fully operational in 2015, creates about 10 per-
cent of the fresh water the 3.1 million people in the region use, at about twice the cost of the other main source 
of water.  
 
Expensive, yes, but vital for the fact that it is local and reliable. “Drought is a recurring condition here in Cali-
fornia,” said Jeremy Crutchfield, water resources manager at the San Diego County Water Authority. “We just 
came out of a five-year drought in 2017. The plant has reduced our reliance on imported supplies, which is 
challenging at times here in California. So it’s a component for reliability.”  
 
A second plant, similar to Carlsbad, is being built in Huntington Beach, California, with the same 50-million-
gallon-a-day capability. Currently there are 11 desalination plants in California, and 10 more are proposed.  
The cost of desalinated water has been coming down as the technology evolves and the cost of other sources 
increases. 
 
It’s been a long time coming for desalination — de-sal for short. For decades, we have been told it would one 
day turn oceans of salt water into fresh and quench the world’s thirst. But progress has been slow.  That is now 
changing, as desalination is coming into play in many places around the world. Several factors are converging 
to bring new plants on line. Population has boomed in many water-stressed places, including parts of China, 
India, South Africa and the United States, especially in Arizona and California. In addition, drought — some 
of it driven by a changing climate – is occurring in many regions that not that long ago thought their supplies 
were ample.  
 
 
 

 
San Diego is one of those places. With just 
12 inches of rain a year in the Mediterranean 
climate of Southern California and no 
groundwater, the region gets half of its water 
from the distant Colorado River. The amount 
of snow that falls in the Rocky Mountains 
and keeps that mighty river flowing, how-
ever, has greatly diminished over the last two 
decades and according to some researchers 
may be part of a permanent aridification of 
the West. Climate change is a very real phe-
nomenon for water managers throughout the 
Southwest and elsewhere.  
 
Meanwhile, the cost of desalinated water has 
been coming down as the technology evolves 

and the cost of other sources increases. In the last three decades, the cost of desalination has dropped by more 
than half.  
 
A boom in de-sal, though, doesn’t mean that everywhere with access to the sea has found a new source of 
fresh water. Circumstances play a large role. “As populations increase and existing surface water supplies are 
being tapped out or groundwater is depleted or polluted, then the problems are acute and there are choices to 
be made” about de-sal, said Michael Kiparsky of the Wheeler Water Institute at the University of California, 
Berkeley School of Law. “There are places around the world where de-sal makes economic sense, where there 
is high pressure on the water resources plus a lot of available energy resources,” such as the Middle East.  
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De-sal proponents acknowledge the industry must confront and solve some serious environmental issues if it is 
to continue to grow. Desalination requires vast amounts of energy, which in some places is currently provided 
by fossil fuels. Kiparsky warns of a feedback loop where more de-sal is needed as the planet warms, which 
leads to more greenhouse gas emissions. In addition, there are serious concerns about the damage to marine 
life from the plant’s intake systems and extra-salty wastewater. 
Overview from IWV Private-Property Well Owners:  It has been the experiences of many IWV residents that envi-
ronmental considerations are so far overblown they many times make no sense.  This is a trap in which  de-
salination advancement must never be trapped.  The environmental movement has destroyed about 80 to 
90% of that in which it has become involved and the destruction and total ignorance of their claims become 
very obvious after destruction has been created and it is too late to reverse that destruction.  Yes, there are 
SOME environmental areas that need to be cared for.  But most of the environmental “scares” are just ex-
actly that...manipulated scares in order to accomplish some other distant agenda, usually putting $’s in 
pockets or advancing political agendas that are just as destructive to we, the citizens. 
 

Globally, more than 300 million people now get their water from desali-
nation plants, from the U.S. Southwest to China. 

 
The first large-scale de-sal plants were built in the 1960s, and there are now some 20,000 facilities globally 
that turn sea water into fresh. The kingdom of Saudi Arabia, with very little fresh water and cheap energy costs 
for the fossil fuels it uses in its de-sal plants, produces the most fresh water of any nation, a fifth of the world’s 
total. 

Australia and Israel are also ma-
jor players. When the Millen-
nium Drought gripped southeast-
ern Australia from the late 1990s 
until 2009 water systems in the 
region dropped to small fractions 
of their storage capacity. Facing 
a crisis, Perth, Melbourne, and 
other cities embarked on a large 
desalination plant spree. The 
plant in Melbourne, which pro-
vided its first water in 2017, cost 
$3.5 billion to build and provides 
a third of the city’s supply. It’s 
critical because the region has 
had below-average rainfall for 18 
of the last 20 years. 

 
Israel, too, is all in on desalination. It has five large plants in operation, and plans for five more. Chronic water 
shortages there are now a thing of the past, as more than half of the country’s domestic needs are met with wa-
ter from the Mediterranean.  
 
Globally, more than 300 million people now get their water from de-salination plants, according to the Interna-
tional Desalination Association.   
                                                                                                           But despite the need, de-sal plants will not 
be built on every coastline. Foremost among the barriers is the cost of constructing a plant and the cost of proc-
essing the water. The San Diego County Water Authority pays about $1,200 for an acre-foot of water sourced 
from the Colorado River and the Sacramento San Joaquin River Delta and pumped hundreds of miles to South-
ern California. The same amount from the Carlsbad plant — enough to supply a family of five for a year — 
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costs about $2,200. As Lake Mead — the reservoir of Colorado River water on the Nevada-Arizona border 
that supplies San Diego — drops precipitously, it may someday, perhaps in the next several years, no longer be 
able to supply San Diego. Certainty is paramount. 
 
Overview from IWV Private-Property Well Owners:  The reason that the water level in Lake Mead is dropping is be-
cause Las Vegas area Realtors and politicians went through a huge promotion phase a few years back and 
overbuilt tremendously beyond their available water capabilities of sustaining inflow needed to replace out-
flow of water from Lake Mead.  The exact same problem LA has created for their own area, except they 
don’t have Lake Mead, but instead LA is taking water away from many areas far away.  Please also note 
that the above-quoted $/acre-foot are costs of “importing” water from other areas of California and/or 
States.  However, please note that the cost of LA’s “importing water” via the two aqueducts from other then  
our eastern side of the Sierras (our water) costs more than LA’s importing “OUR WATER” from the Owens 
Valley Area.  Is this what LA area residents pay for “OUR WATER” flowing down 234 miles to their distri-
bution delineation?  Please note that the flow of water to LA through these two aqueducts is “FREE FALL” 
since the aqueducts were designed to work that way.  The rest of LA’s imports  is a huge cost in comparison 
to just transporting desalinated water from a plant located just off  LA’s “west-coast boundary of the Pacific 
Ocean to their already, in-place infrastructure for distribution to customers from the Pacific Ocean abut-
ting LA’s west side...that’s how close desalination availability resides and, thus, the costs for LA would be 
considerably brought down when plus the free-fall transport of our water down to LA 
 
In addition, whatever LA residents pay for our water, we certainly never see one red cent of that income. 
 
LA must build a desalination plant that would, at the very minimum, produce at least a bit over their cur-
rent “TAKE” from Owens Valley which is currently up to approximately 450,000 acre feet per year (that we 
know of).  They currently get water from Colorado River, the Sacramento San Joaquin River Delta and ar-
eas further north in California  and pump these waters “hundreds of miles to LA area”.  Our “Plan” ad-
dresses only LA’s taking OUR WATER from Mono and Inyo Counties which, in essence, also inhibits the 
natural re-fill flow to our Indian Wells Valley.  Any small desalination plant could certainly replace the wa-

ter LADWP currently diverts 234 miles to 
the south of the “home ground” of these 
waters.  Although one would suggest LA 
build a much larger desalination project, 
we here in the IWV only address cost of 
the size to process the equivalent amount 
of water they divert into their aqueducts, 
which is OUR WATER. 
 
Yes, there are other areas that have to be 
addressed when LA shuts down these two 
aqueducts that “TAKE” our water such 
as the electricity they provide throughout 
those two counties above us, but that is 
not a big problem and can be quickly ad-
dressed. 
 

 
 
 

A worker at the opening of a desalination plant in Deir el-Balah in central Gaza in 



 Much of the recent desalination growth has involved using brackish 
water, which is cheaper to process than sea water. 

 
Arizona, perpetually short on water and facing a Colorado River supply shortage, is looking at both a seawater 
de-sal plant in partnership with Mexico – which has the ocean access that the state lacks – and at plants that 
can treat the 600 million acre-feet of brackish water deposits the state estimates it has. 
 
Texas, meanwhile, now has 49 municipal desal plants that process brackish water, both surface and subsur-
face. San Antonio currently is building what will be the largest brackish water desal plant in the country. In its 
first phase, it produces 12 million gallons a day, enough for 40,000 families, but by 2026, the plant – known 
as H2Oaks – will produce 30 million gallons a day. Brackish water de-sal costs $1,000 to $2,000 per acre-
foot. 

End... Jim Robbins 
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Our Reader’s 
 Response to 
Newsletter 17 

Question...How Do Our Val-
ley Floors and Underground 

Empty Spaces…. 
 

From Joel Mont-Eton:  I bring to 
everyone’s attention the fact that we 
also have Magma Activity within 
our area, especially to the northern 
end of this valley.  Nature always 
knows better then we ever will! 
 

Does the natural flow of water help 
maintain cooling trend on said magma 
activity?  Without that natural occur-
rence could we be facing an even big-
ger disaster? Mother nature always 
know….. 
 
From the Editor:  I bring to our 
readers’ attention, with the huge possi-
bility that the IWVGA will impose 
tremendous charges to every water 
consumer in this valley in the not too 
distant future, we all must be pre-
pared to put together and file a Class-
Action lawsuit on behalf of all of us, 
the private-property well owns plus 

Those on City water who would also 
chare in large increases on their wa-
ter bills.   
 
We are currently pursuing this under 
the understanding that the legal enti-
ties will be paid with the settlement 
they win and we, the “victims” will 
win our rights to our own water, in-
cluding stopping this nonsense of 
charging us to use our own water.   
 
Thus, at this time, I would ask that 
all who would join such a suit please 
send me contact information for fu-
ture participation if this comes 
about.  See page 7 for my contact info. 

Overview from IWV Private-Property Well Owners:  One last item of note.  Our U.S. Military ships also use de-
salination.  Remember, they are often at sea for weeks and/or months and must have access to fresh wa-
ter.  Although the volume of fresh, drinkable water that would be used on board of one of these ships is 
miniscule when compared to what the LADWP is diverting into their aqueducts and, thus are “taking” 
from the eastern side of our Sierra Nevada mountains, it is the continuing and speedy advancement of 
the desalination process, including lowering costs of same plus the continuing advancement of the proc-
ess that is the important point here; i.e., it is NOT ONLY the private sector that addresses the advance-
ment of all areas of this process, BUT ALSO our military establishment. 
 
SUMMARY:   Calculation based upon  1 acre-foot of water contains 325,851 gallons of water 
        Water diverted by LADWP in Acre Feet   Acre Feet Converted into Gallons    
                Up to 450,000 acre feet/year            450,000 AF x 325,851 gallons/acre foot  = 146,639,400,000 gallons per year 
 
THAT IS 146,632,400,000 BILLION gallons of water LADWP contracted with Inyo County to divert into their two aqueducts 
during the fall and spring seasons of 2016/2017 just from our three counties on the eastern side of our Sierra Nevada mountain 
range and sends down to the LA area through these two aqueducts.  That’s  our water, folks, and should stay right here from 
Mono to Inyo to Kern Counties to take care of the water needs on the eastern side of our Sierra Nevada Mountain Range!   
 
One more pertinent figure:  The population of the Los Angeles Area is approximately 13,000,000 people (13 million).  
13,000,000 million people divided into 146,629,400,000 billion gallons of water  = 11,279.46 gallons per person/year.   
 
Granted, this end figure is an “overview” figure, but it is accurate enough to show what the LADWP is doing to us.  Our IWVGA 
is talking about limiting the population here to horrifyingly limited use!  NO...LADWP NEEDS TO SHUT DOWN THEIR 
TWO AQUEDUCTS THAT ARE STRIPPING OUR WATER AWAY AND DOWN TO THE LA AREAS. 



Our Private-Property Well Owners Are Continuing Battle to Fight for Our Water Rights! 
Repeat...Please share with all your friends who do not receive our Newsletter! 

 

Response from Lorry Wagner 
The “News Review” letter-to-the-editor submission by Mike 
Neel is an excellent description of not only the position in which 
our own IWVGA under SGMA and the CA government has put 
us, but is also a very in-depth look at the actual California consti-
tutional requirement that our state must pay all the bills for this 
MANDATORY demand by California down through SGMA and 
dropped onto the shoulders of our IWVGA.   
 
Our IWVGA has been informed more than once that the cause of 
any water refill shortage to our IWV aquifer is NOT drought.  It 
is the fact that Los Angeles Department of Water and Power has 
been diverting water...that should be continuing its southerly 
flow on down to our valley...into their two aqueducts and send-
ing it 250 miles and more further south down to the Los Angeles 
area.   This divrting our water into those aqueducts is the current 
problem and the only way to permanently correct this man-made 
mess is to send Los Angeles to desalination and destroy these 
aqueducts.   
 
This is not a simple “fix.”  It will take time and it will take sev-
eral areas of transferring certain functions that LA currently uses 
to maintain control over Inyo County for the most part, but it can 
be done legally and easily.   It will also then continue the final 
responsibility to each county...that currently deals directly with 
LADW)...to make sure there are never any well permits issued or 
zoning imposed, etc., that will be detrimental to the water aquifer 
levels, etc., no only in each county but also in any way restrictive 
to the next successive county.  Initially it will take clarification 
of our citizen’s water laws and certainly must be above the level 
of California.  That’s exactly what our plan has directed and it 
looks like there is already movement to implement the beginning 
of our plan. 
 
The government of California is way overstepping their constitu-
tional limits and certainly interfering in the lives and rights of 
we, the people on several levels.  In addition to constantly and 
continually pursuing the right path to correct solution, we also 
have to take responsibility for pursing our legal voting to fill 
Sacramento’s government halls with politicians that are not cor-
rupt, paid off with votes or $’s and have decent values to never 
make such demands via any mandatory requirements passed 
down without the funding to go with same.  We, the people are 
the ultimate ones responsible for the government we elect. 
 
Again, thank you Mike Neel for making the details of what is 
going on very clear.    
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Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   

Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  

 lorrysda@gmail.com  

lorrysda@gmail.com 
Telephone:  760-377-5579 

 
 You can download a copy of this and all others newsletter to printout for 

additional copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  
  

http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

Below is  contact information for the editor of this newsletter 
and 

 the link to our own website.   

Class Action Lawsuits  
A Class-Action Lawsuit is still the only way we, the people who are private-property well owners in the Indian 
Wells Valley have at present to stop our IWVGA, SGMA and our California government overreaching from 
slapping fees, restrictions and interfering with our private wells, all of which are illegal.   
 
There are other actual full lawsuits being filed by some of our larger property well owners who are in the busi-
ness of agriculture and we wish them all end-results success.  We extend invitation to these large-area property 
business owners to communicate with us.  We may be in positions to help each others’ endeavors or at the very 
least support each others’ positions. 
 
To repeat that we, the private-property well owners of the Indian Wells Valley have not just stood by and 
watched all this mess evolve.  As repeated several times through out the 2018 and 2019 years,  we have a plan 
that is the final way to get rid of LA taking our water which has been filed in Washington, D.C.  However,  we 
must also now stop CA, SGMA and IWVGA from imposing all this above-described cost caused by IWVGA 
and SGMA and these two entities trying to pass these costs down to be paid by ultimately all the people who 
use water in the IWV.  We have found the proposition that passed which forces CA to include full payment to 
all those counties, cities and/or areas of California when  projects are sent down to same by Sacramento.     
 
Please send your contact information to be added to a special list of folks who wish to participate in this Class 
Action law suit if and when it becomes necessary for us to protect ourselves from losing our water rights.  Be-
low is the contact information for your convenience.  This information will be kept confidential and before use 
you will be individually contacted to ask specific permission to use same for any upcoming lawsuit. 

We Continue to Remind Everyone! 
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