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President Trump Signs Executive Order 
Addressing Water Management Issues 

 Submitted by: Peggy Richter 
IWV Private-Property Well Owner 

 
President Donald Trump on Oct. 13, 2020, signed an executive order creating a subcabinet 
on water-related issues, which will coordinate and consolidate the vast federal bureaucracy 
overseeing water infrastructure and resource management. 
 
The order creates an interagency Water Subcabinet co-chaired by the secretary of the Inte-
rior and the administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
The subcabinet is tasked with identifying the hundreds of federal water-related task 
forces, working groups, and initiatives and, in 90 days, providing recommendations for 
coordinating and consolidating the sprawling bureaucracy.  
 
“Abundant, safe, and reliable supplies of water are critical to quality of life for all Ameri-
cans, fueling our economy, providing food for our citizens and the world, generating en-
ergy, protecting public health, supporting rich and diverse wildlife and plant species, and 
affording recreational opportunities,” the order, titled Modernizing America’s Water Re-
source Management and Water Infrastructure, states.    
 
(Note from the Editor, Lorry Wagner)  Thank You Peggy for submitting this information.  
Remember, folks, “Our Plan” was submitted to both President Trump and the U.S. Depart-
ment of Interior.  “Our Plan’s”  introductory pages give an overview of how the Los Ange-
les Department of Water and Power (LADWP) has been taking the natural-flowing water 
on the eastern side of the Sierra Nevada mountain range and down through Mono, Inyo 
and on to our Indian Wells Valley in Kern County since 1913.  The amount of water 
LADWP takes has been increasing continually to the 2017-2018 high of 460,000 acre feet 
for that time frame and has only decreased a small amount.   
 
Page  6 repeats the LADWP-Inyo County agreements showing the annual amount of acre 
feet of water LADWP has taken just from  2005 through 2020 and how LADWP has not 
only over developed but stores our water for their use.   2021 will be published in about 
April of 2020 and this amount will be added to this list. 
 
Our  IWVGA seems to be 100% hung up on solving the problem of our valley’s aquifer 
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level by addressing ONLY the water in Indian Wells Valley calling it a “CLOSED BASIN” which is totally IN-
CORRECT!  Anyone who understand how water has always flowed from our eastern side of the Sierras down 
into the valleys of the three counties described above knows that water flows downhill, sometimes on the surface 
(creeks, streams, rivers, etc.) and underground pooling in aquifers which fill and then overflow on down the line.  
Both LADWP and our own IWVGA have tried to hide the truth (called reality) and mislead anyone who   has 
total lack of knowledge regarding the issue. 
 
This study is to be completed within 90 days of the signing of this Executive Order.  The copy of “Our Plan” has 
been updated with far more information and proof of what has caused this water mess in California and it has 
been impacted by drought, but government interference such as SGMA and LADWP’s diverting water to LA 
County and the San Bernardino/Riverside, etc. areas to provide water for over-development in areas which can-
not supply their own water but must rob other areas and destroy those “drained” areas is the far larger cause.  I 
am in the process of finding a way to forward this updated plan to both President Trump and the Department 
of Interior.  Will keep you all posted via our Newsletters as I receive the information. 

 
 
 
 
 

The following two articles help show some of the results of what happens when government over-
steps their authority which (in our case) has resulted in the water mess we here in the IWV (and the 
rest of the State of California) are currently facing.  Many thanks go to the two ladies who have sent 
this information to me to share with you, thus bringing the real truth forward for all to see and under-
stand in order to make the important decisions we have to make to stop government from their 
“takeover” agenda.  We must stop the misinformation by the “political” spin making sure that all we 
see is information our IWVGA/SGMA/CA Governments wish to share.  Thank you, Peggy Richter 
and Shirley Kirkpatrick.  My personal appreciation to both ladies plus the many others who continue 
to do this researching and sharing from behind the scenes which makes my job of keeping all our 
readers up to date with real truth.  This information is also what has let us put our three paths to 
“fixing the mess” together in order to fix this interference with our water and water rights  once and 
for all so that the political and real-estate world are kept under control instead of raping the ordinary 
citizens and legal residents of their California and U.S. Constitutional rights.  
 
 
 
 

The following article appeared in Water News Network, San Diego County Water Authority, 

'Madness and arrogance' blamed for one lawsuit against desert 
groundwater agency 

          By LOIS HENRY SJV Valley Water News 
Oct 1, 2020 

 
NOTE:  This article was originally forwarded to Facebook by our own Mike Neel and sent on to be included in this 
newsletter by, again, our own Shirley Kirkpatric.  Huge thanks to you both for keeping all of us so well informed so, by 
being continually being informed of the truth, we, the people of IWV can continue our fight to save our water based on 
facts and not input from those who do not either know or understand the facts or else have personal agendas.   

 
Two lawsuits accusing the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority of ramming through a plan 
that ignores water rights and, according to one plaintiff, is intended to “destroy agriculture” were 
filed this week. 
 
At issue is a controversial $2,000-per-acre-foot fee approved by the authority last month that would 
be charged to certain groundwater users over a five-year period. That money is intended to raise $50 



million to buy Central Valley water and, somehow, bring it over the Sierra Nevadas to replenish the 
overdrafted desert aquifer. 
Two of the pumpers who would have to pay the $2,000 fee disagreed — vehemently — with the au-
thority’s decision to prioritize groundwater for the Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake at the ex-
pense of other users, one of which claims a higher groundwater right than the Navy.  The suits were 
filed separately by Searles Valley Minerals and Mojave Pistachios. 
 
This suit seeks no relief against the Navy and it is made necessary by the madness and arrogance of 
former Navy Base Commander Mick Gleason and his intention to destroy agriculture and specifically 
us,” said Rod Stiefvater, owner of Mojave Pistachios, in a statement.  Gleason, a Kern County Supervi-
sor, is chairman of the authority.   
 
The lawsuit filed Tuesday by Searles seeks a permanent injunction against the fee being charged to 
Searles.  It also asks that any conclusions regarding water rights in the authority’s Groundwater Sus-
tainability Plan  be declared “null and void.”  Though the lawsuit is concerned with water rights, it is 
not seeking an adjudication of the Indian Wells Valley basin, according to Burnell Blanchard, Vice 
President of Operations at Searles.  An adjudication would put water rights, groundwater extractions 
and basin management decisions entirely in a judge’s hands and could take years to work through. 
 
Rather than adjudication, Blanchard wrote in an email, Searles’ suit is challenging the authority’s GSP, 
now under review by the Department of Water Resources.  He didn’t believe Searles’ action would set 
any kind of precedent for other groundwater sustainability agencies in the state.  “We see this as a re-
sult of extreme positions on hydrology and water rights taken by the (Indian Wells Valley groundwater 
authority) and not representative of what other businesses and communities are experiencing through-
out the state where groundwater agencies are generally being more cooperative in working with stake-
holders in implementing SGMA,” Blanchard wrote in an email.  He referred to the authority allotting 
the lion’s share of groundwater to the Navy as an “extreme position.” 
 
Mojave Pistachios’ suit likewise alleges the GSP is invalid and seeks more than $255 million in dam-
ages for the zero allocation of groundwater allotted to the company, which has nearly 1,600 acres of 
pistachios growing in the desert valley.   
 
 
 
 

From the “Daily Digest,  California Water News from Around the State” 
September 30, 2020 

 
Searles Valley Minerals, the largest employer in the Searles Valley, filed a lawsuit yesterday in the 
Kern County Superior Court against the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority (Authority) to 
protect its groundwater rights in the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Basin (Basin), and to stop the 
collection of an illegal and unfair “groundwater replenishment fee” and a tax disguised as an 
“extraction fee.” The unprecedented and exorbitant new fees would increase the company’s water costs 
by 7,000 percent or $6 million per year – pushing Searles Valley Minerals out of business after more 
than 140 years of operation and threatening the livelihood of the company’s 700 employees.  This law-
suit has the potential to be landmark litigation with consequences for any California business with his-
toric water rights as new groundwater authorities throughout the state consider how best to implement 
the 2014 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).  
 
Searles Valley Minerals’ 90-year-old water rights are the most senior in the Basin. The Authority’s de-
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cision to single out the company with this hefty new “replenishment fee” while inexplicably leaving other 
groundwater users in the Basin untouched – such as the Naval Air Weapons Station China Lake – repre-
sents an arbitrary and illegal taking of Searles Valley Minerals’ water rights. Moreover, all domestic and 
municipal activities for the disadvantaged Trona communities are supplied by groundwater that Searles Val-
ley Minerals pumps from the Basin. The economic impacts of the Authority’s new fee would devastate 
these Communities. 
 
Searles is a pillar of the Trona and Ridgecrest communities, providing jobs and economic benefits to these 
communities since we were founded in 1873,” said Burnell Blanchard, Vice President of Operations for 
Searles Valley Minerals. “We’ve maintained our workforce through natural disasters, a global pandemic 
and the subsequent economic crisis. Now, we face the threat of closing our doors and putting hundreds of 
people out of work because the Authority has refused to recognize our long-established groundwater 
rights.”  
 
SGMA requires the establishment of local Groundwater Sustainability Agencies to help balance the state’s 
over-drafted groundwater basins. As a result, the Indian Wells Valley Groundwater Authority was created 
and by law must develop and implement a plan to sustainably manage the region’s limited groundwater re-
sources by 2040.  
 
The Authority’s “sustainable” groundwater management plan is anything but sustainable – it’s a significant 
new burden on a select few groundwater users that will push many entirely out of operation without any re-
gard to existing water rights.  
 
“This litigation is about far more than one company and one groundwater agency,” said Eric L. Garner, 
Managing Partner at Best, Best & Krieger and an expert on water rights and groundwater issues. “Arbitrary 
taxes and fees that ignore historic water rights threaten to wreak havoc on businesses and industries. The 
outcome of this litigation will have far-reaching implications for every groundwater agency and every busi-
ness that holds a water right in the state of California.”  
 
The Authority’s new fee will have impacts beyond Searles Valley Minerals. As drafted, the fee also applies 
to customers of the Indian Wells Valley Water District, who will see an increase of about $300 per year on 
their water bills staring January 1, 2021.  Searles Valley Minerals is requesting that these fees be enjoined 
by the court to prevent the real economic hardship it would create for the company, and for thousands of 
businesses and local residents who live in the City of Ridgecrest and historically disadvantaged Trona com-
munities.  
 

California Water Law  
From Loyola Law School, Los Angeles Legal Studies, 

Research Paper No. 2017—9 by  Tobe Liebert, 
 Loyola Law School Los Angeles  

Date written, May 19, 2017Last revised: 28 Feb 2020  
 

California water law is a complex subject. It is governed by both state and federal law, and is part property 
law and part environmental law. This topic has important historical roots, based in common law concepts of 
private rights to water, but is now dominated by federal legislation aimed at achieving environmental pur-
poses. Adding to this complexity is the existence of a large number of federal, state and local agencies 
which play a role in the allocation and management of the state’s water resources.  
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HOW MUCH OF OUR WATER DOES LA TAKE? 
Overview Breakdown by Year of Water Diverted to 

Los Angeles’ Two Aqueducts 
for the 

Owens Valley/LADWP Contracts 2009 through Current Year 

Year 
2020 

 
2019 

 
2018 

 
2017 

 
2016 

 
2015 

 
2014 

 
2013 

 
2012 

 
2011 

 
2010 

 
2009 

 
2008 

 
2007 

 
2006 

 
2005 

Acre-Feet Pumped/Year Into LA’s Two Aqueducts 
168,000 acre feet 

 
374,000 acre feet 

 
248,000 acre feet 

 
460,200 acre feet 

 
114,000 acre feet 

 
42,400 acre feet 

 
85,510 estimated acre feet 

 
140,500 acre feet 

 
101,900 acre feet 

 
91,000 acre feet 

 
86,000 acre feet 

 
66,800 acre feet   

 
73,706 acre feet*  (see bottom of page) 

 
73,706 acre feet* (see bottom of page) 

 
151,000 acre feet 

 
90,000 acre feet 

*Pending LA vs. Owens Valley Lawsuit Final Result 
 to Require LA reinstate water flow to Owens Lake 

This Page Updated in September, 2020 

Remember, folks, our IWV is using approximately 30,000 acre feet per year at this present time.  Shut 
down LA’s aqueduct-take and...after that water replenishes all it has raped to date...our IWV aquifer 

will fill up again! 



We must stop the LADWP from “taking” water from Mono, Owens and Indian Wells Valley! 
It’s time for LA to install desalination plants and abandon the LA aqueducts! 

The above picture, starting at top-left-hand corner, shows natural water flow to Mono Lake being inter-
rupted (dashed line) by LADWP “taking” water and sending it to the Lake Crowley incoming natural 
water flow.  Then, the flow from Crowley Lake continues down Owens River to the location between 

Big Pine and Lone Pine where the LA Aqueduct diverts the bulk of that water into their aqueducts.   
 

This “taking” of water by LA from the refill water to Mono Lake has resulted in a second lawsuit re-
garding this same issue.  LA lost the first lawsuit a few years back and were forced to stop “taking” from 
Mono Lake.    LA tried to defy that first court decision but were caught.  This second lawsuit was filed 

in July, 2018, and has not yet come to conclusion. 
 

Remember, Folks, It is the fact that LA is “taking” our water is why we have any problems with 
our own IWV aquifer refill!  We are NOT a “closed basin!” 

Our water “HAS ALWAYS” flowed down into our aquifer from the run-off all along our eastern 
Sierras BEFOR LADWP started taking our water into their aqueduct back in 1913. 
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We repeat this 
page which 

also appeared 
in our 

 Newsletter 
No. 2016. 

 
We cannot let 

our guard 
and our fight 
down until we 
finish the job 
of sending LA 

to 
desalination 
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By Lorry Wagner, 
 Pages 5 through 7 address some of the “infractions” which are both illegal and being challenged in the 
California courts as shown on the beginning pages of this newsletter or bring forth one of the so-called 
“justifications” used by LADWP since 1928 to take water away from California, Colorado, and as a result, 
also bordering States, draining water from all those areas which SHOULD remain as Nature provides for 
the property owners of all those areas.   
 
When you compare the date of the application of the Metropolitan Act which started LA’s huge water stor-
age program you find that that 1928 date is very lined up with the Mulholland and wealthy friends date of 
implementing damns and storage areas in the Los Angeles areas to take “OUR WATER” out of Owens 
Valley.  My conclusion is that LADWP has been executing a well-planned rape of water-taking from vast 
areas, systematically destroying those areas since 1905 when the LA aqueduct destruction was founded by 
Mulholland and friends and opened  November 5, 1913. 
 
There was no immediate telephone and definitely no computer/internet communication at that time for the 
property owners to reach the masses.  Many fought hard  “on site”, some losing their lives and families 
threatened to the point where Mulholland and friend ran property owners off and bought their land at dev-
astating low prices.  Now, today, 117 years later, all of us are seeing the destruction caused by greed for 
$’s and political interference for $’s to government treasuries, buying re-election and several other “bad 
and/or illegal politics”.  Yet right here in IWV we are now seeing this same destructive type of actions.   

 
We, the people, are the only ones that can step up and stop this travesty...and we 

 ARE DOING EXACTLY THAT!   

Friends of Indian Wells Valley, October 22, 2020 

LA Takes Our Water, Stores it for Their Purposes 
And WE are Supposed to Pay to BUY Replacement for the 

Water LADWP Takes from Us! 
 
That’s why we, the private-property well owners and residents of Indian Wells Valley have created, 
put together and distributed the basic plan to send LA to desalination, get their OWN water from their 
OWN western banks of the Pacific Ocean.  LA is raping a huge part of California of their own, natu-
rally provided water! 
 
The following information comes from LA’s own disclosures. 
 

Reservoirs 
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California reservoirs store fresh water for use in Los Angeles, 
Orange, Ventura, Riverside, San Bernardino, and San Diego counties. These reservoirs were built specifi-
cally to preserve water during times of drought, and are in place for emergencies uses such as earthquake, 
floods or other events. 
 
Metropolitan maintains three major water reservoirs. One is Lake Mathews located in southwest Riverside, 
California, with a capacity of 182,000 acre feet (224,000,000 m3) of water. Another is Lake Skinner located 
south of Hemet in Riverside County, its capacity is 44,000 acre feet (54,000,000 m3) of water. Diamond Val-
ley Lake is their third and newest reservoir, with a capacity of 810,000 acre feet (1.00×109 m3) of water. This 
capacity is over twice as large as that of Castaic Lake, the next largest reservoir in Southern California 
maintained by the state Department of Water Resources. 
 



On June 21, 2019, The U.S. Supreme Court Ruled That Property Owners May Sue in Federal Court 
Without Seeking a Just Compensation Remedy in State Court First!   

 
Also remember that when we land owners sue through the CA State system, we pay twice!  Once for our 

own lawyers and a second time for the lawyers who are representing the State of California who are 
paid by our" TAX PAYERS’ $’s.  Bringing a  Class-Action Suit at the Federal Level should be negoti-
ated for the lawyers’ payment to be by contingency so their payment is made from whatever settlement 

they win and we land owners are only forced to pay the CA Government legal costs with our CA tax $’s. 
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Updated September 15, 2020 

Friends of Indian Wells Valley, October 22, 2020 



Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   

Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  

 lorrysda@gmail.com  

lorrysda@gmail.com 
Telephone:  760-377-5579 

 
 You can download a copy of this and all previous newsletters to read or  

printout for  additional copies which are available on our own webpage at the 
below link:  

  
http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

 

Below is  contact information for the editor of this newsletter and our own website..   
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We are seeking Attorney Firms that will take on our fight with a Class-Action 
Law Suit against CA Government for breaking our CA State Constitution 

through Proposition 4 (1979) which requires the CA Government to pay all costs 
for any of their mandated requirements sent down to Counties, Cities, other enti-

ties, etc. plus the new U.S. Supreme Court changes to property-owners water 
rights. 

 
We also believe any competent legal firm will be able to add several more illegal  

actions by both our CA Government and their  
State Groundwater Sustainability Authority management to any law suit! 

 
We believe a Class Action Law Suit would be the proper path to take and as per 
the new provisions by the U.S. Supreme Court, any such law suit should be filed 

at the Federal legal level and moved on up to the 
 U.S. Supreme Court if necessary! 

Friends of Indian Wells Valley, October 22, 2020 
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