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What SGMA Will Cost All of Us in the Long Run... 

It Will Be More Than $’s, Folks 
 

 By:  Lorry Wagner 
 

The following article gives a very deep and truthful description of the damage 
this SGMA law will do.  This law, was  passed by the Senate and Assembly of 
California and signed by Governor Brown on September 16, 2014.  SGMA is a 
three-bill legislative package, composed of AB 1739 (Dickinson), SB 1168 
(Pavley), and SB 1319 (Pavley), collectively known as the Sustainable Ground-
water Management Act (SGMA).   It is reported to have only passed by two (2) 
votes, thus was opposed by all Republicans and a number of Democrats.  Cur-
rently this mandate is costing our Indian Wells Valley agriculture farmers a 
huge amount of money from so-called “fees” being paid to our own arm of 
SGMA, i.e.,  IWVGW.  We now hear threats of anyone using over two (2) acre 
feet of water per year will also be metered and “billed.”   
 
It seems like after ever month’s 3rd-Thursday IWVGA meeting we hear this 
level is exempt and the next month is “oh, we need more money so we expand 
the fee” requirement down to the well owners and citizens served by the  IWV 
Water District, meaning we cannot believe or depend on anything we are told.   
 
First, as Mike Neel and others have pointed out, “we, the people of IWV” never 
voted the five GA board members into that position...they are basically Califor-
nia appointed by SGMA’s determination of “political position” and does not 
required background, knowledge, etc., etc., of the subject upon which “we, the 
people” are being forced to pay IWVGA whenever another  “fee” is imposed 
but which is really a tax on our water and which is illegal regardless of what the 
basically illegal SGMA document says.   
 
I bring this subject to your attention,  plus share the following article with all 
of you because 1) Sacramento must be held accountable to our California 
Constitution, Article 13B, Section 6, (a) Whenever the legislature of any state 
agency mandates a new program or higher level of service or any local gov-
ernment, the state shall provide a subvention of funds to reimburse that local 
government for the costs of the program’s increased level of service.  2)  “We, 
the people” must take the responsibility of stopping this movement in it’s 
tracks. 
 
Since March of 2018,  this Newsletter has continually announced, updated and 
informed as many of our residents of the IWV as we can reach.  Remember, we 

 Our webpage   
http://www.sdarabians.com/
CAWaterGovernmentInter-
ference.html 
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did the research, pursued knowledge and put the “ONLY” Plan together that will stop LA from taking the wa-
ter and draining surface and aquifer natural water supply to Mono, Owens and our own Kern counties.  To re-
fresh here, this SGMA should NEVER HAVE even been discussed as a possibility, let alone passed into man-
datory law.  Remember, folks...SGMA only passed by two (2) votes in the halls of Sacramento’s manipula-
tions.  After all, without laws scaring the hell out of “we, the people”, how in the world can Sacramento sell 
water and control all of us that live in this state!   I share the following article with you which really describes 
the destructive impact of SGMA.  We, the private-property well owners and residents of our Indian Wells Val-
ley have prepared and filed the plan which will cancel SGMA for our valley. 

 
It Would Mean Total Annihilation' – Some Farmers Sell Off Fields  

                     Ahead Of Groundwater 
 

Third-generation Hanford farmer Doug Martin is selling the 
land his grandfather purchased in the 1930s. The last straw 
after illness and falling profits, he says, is the upcoming  
Sustainable Groundwater Management Act.  
 
Even with his eyes closed, Doug Martin can recognize the 
sound of every tractor on his Hanford ranch. There’s the big 
silver work horse, and the 40-year-old Oliver that can still 
run his backup generator, but the one he looks at with love 
is a tiny green thing from 1958. “The first time I plowed 
ground with it, I was seven years old,” he says, recalling 
how he mishandled the plow and feared he had ruined the 
fields. He hadn’t; his father simply re-plowed them. “This 
little tractor did a lot,” he says, laughing. 

Martin’s grandfather purchased these 200-odd acres in the 1930s after emigrating from the Azores, renovating 
the tiny ranch house on the northeast corner that still serves as the anchor of the property. Throughout the gen-
erations, the Martins raised cattle, then moved to row crops. “Corn, cotton, wheat, broccoli, sweet corn, garlic, 
milo,” Martin says. “Let’s put it this way: I’ve tried just about everything.” 

Even so, running the property has become progressively harder. A few years ago, chronic illness forced Martin 
to retire and rent out his land to other farmers. Since then, he says 
it’s become hard to break even. Finally, in early 2018, he put the 
Triple-M Ranch up for sale. After almost two years on the mar-
ket, it’s currently in escrow. 
 
The final straw, he says, was the Sustainable Groundwater Man-
agement Act, or SGMA, which will begin to be implemented 
early next year. “It would mean total annihilation of the agricul-
ture in this state,” he says. “It will destroy it.” 

For those keeping their land, Martin knows SGMA will likely 
mean water cutbacks, which could lead growers to spend more 

money on water markets or be forced to fallow some of their land. 
The exact details are still being worked out by hundreds of local 
water agencies, but the Public Policy Institute of California 
(PPIC) earlier this year estimated that even under the best case 
scenario, a half a million acres in the San Joaquin Valley—around 

10 percent of the region’s irrigated farmland—could be fallowed. “Don’t think I'm going to stay here and take 

Martin plans to keep roughly two acres in his land 
sale, containing the corner home his grandfather 

renovated nearly a century ago and the newer 
home his daughter and grandchildren still live in.  

Credit, Kerry Kline/Valley Public Radio 

By Kerry Klein  



 
a beating,” Martin says. “There's a point where you've got to fold them and run.” 

“People don't know for sure what to plan for, because they haven’t announced what’s anticipated that they’re 
going to allow us to pump,” says Russ Waymire, a friend of Doug Martin’s and a farmer-turned-agricultural 
realtor. His agency moves orchards, vineyards, dairies and open land anywhere from the size of a parking lot 
to thousands of acres. 

Even though SGMA hasn’t even been implemented yet, Waymire says Martin is just one of many farmers he’s 
seen driven out of agriculture by future water uncertainty. “That's happened time and again up and down the 
Valley,” he says. 

Other change is already here. In many places, land values are dropping. Waymire, meanwhile, pulls out a list-
ing for a 150-acre alfalfa ranch he’s been trying to sell in Hanford. In just a year, its appraised value fell 25 
percent. Martin found a buyer only after lowering the price of his land by over $1 million. 

Farmers are worried, Bream says. Some feel angry, even betrayed 
by lawmakers and the environmental groups that have pressured 
them into what they see as ever-tightening regulations on the ag 
industry. While many disagree with SGMA, most do acknowl-
edge that California’s unrestricted groundwater use has been un-
sustainable. “If you take the long view of agriculture, which I 
tend to do, we have to make sure that if we want to keep farming 
that we don't deplete our groundwater,” Bream says. 

Bream argues, however, that much of the pressure of SGMA 
could have been eased by more water storage to provide a more 
reliable supply of surface water. Although growers receive a 
share of Central Valley Project water pumped out of the Sacra-
mento-San Joaquin River Delta, allocations to agricultural con-
tractors south of the delta fell to 0 percent at the worst of the 

drought in 2014 and have bounced back to 100 percent only once. 

Many water stakeholders in the Valley had highly anticipated the construction of Temperance Flat Dam up-
stream of Millerton Lake, but of the $2.7 billion approved by voters for water storage projects on the 2014 wa-
ter bond, the California Water Commission ultimately approved only $171 million for the project. Earlier this 
year, California Attorney General Xavier Becerra blocked an attempt to raise the height of Shasta Dam, citing 
concerns about wildlife habitats downstream in the McCloud River. “We hear these narratives about building 
additional storage that it's too expensive, there's just not enough water,” Bream says, “and then we look at a 
year like this where that water is going out to the ocean, and it can be frustrating.” 

When it comes to land values, Bream is right about access to two water sources: More and more, banks and 
other lenders are looking for both when appraising property and issuing loans, says Wells Fargo agricultural 
economist Michael Swanson. He confirms that some land prices in California have fallen ahead of SGMA im-
plementation. However, he asks, “does it mean less profits? That’s not as clear, because as you reduce supply 
of some [crops], prices might go up enough to help compensate for that lost production.” Likewise, he points 
out, the value of land with steadier surface water access could increase. 

Swanson agrees that SGMA is a big deal in California, though he argues that water access has been changing 
land values—and land use—for decades. Russ Waymire, the ag realtor, was forced to sell his land and change 
careers in the 90s when water allocations dropped. Anyone familiar with Valley agriculture likely remembers 
when growers during the state’s historic drought tore up their row crops for new economic opportunities with 

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
has left many growers worried and angry, says Eric 

Bream, a third-generation citrus grower in 
 Lindsay. 

Credit, Kerry Kline/Valley Public Radio 
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 almonds and pistachios. “So we’ve already seen this transformation starting, and SGMA will definitely define it 
more and probably accelerate it more,” says Swanson. 

“Implementing SGMA is going to be a heavy lift for the Valley,” agrees Ellen Hanak, Director of the PPIC’s 
Water Policy Center and lead author of the report predicting 500,000 acres of fallowed Valley land. She’s opti-
mistic, however, that the local governments responsible for making sustainable plans, known as Groundwater 
Sustainability Agencies, do have options to lessen the blow to growers and other water users. “We find that with 
smart management, including local trading as well as maximizing the amount of cost-effective new supplies in-
cluding recharge, you can reduce the costs of adjustment to SGMA,” she says. “You can get them down to about 
a quarter of what they would be if we don’t manage this in a smart way.” 

Still, many growers lack either the patience or financial stability to wait and see how the law shakes out. As for 
who’s buying their offloaded land, many fear takeovers by corporations run by investors in big cities or even out 
of state, coming in to level fields and simply sell the water. From the trends he’s seen, Michael Swanson says 
those buyers are a minority—for now—and that most scooping up land are Valley-based growers or investors 
already holding a stake in the local economy. 

Doug Martin, however, isn’t so concerned with what his buyer will do with his Hanford ranch. “The rascal's go-
ing to write me a check? I love that guy,” he says, laughing. 

Martin plans to hang onto the two acres holding the homes painted sunshine-gold that’ve housed his family for 
generations, as well as the jungle gym he recently built for his grandchildren. For the rest of the ranch, the deal 
should close by Christmas. 

*An earlier version of this story incorrectly stated that voters had approved $1 billion for the construction of 
Temperance Flat Dam.  

 

Focus on the History of Owens Valley’s Fight to Stop LADWP from Taking 
Their Water, Disasters Caused and Much More. 

 Books Available on the Internet (search for titles) and some local stores 
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This book authored by Jon 
Wilkman gives the graphic 
details of Owens Valley 
fighting to keep LA from 
taking their water and how 
the early water brought down 
from Owens Valley via the 
LA aqueduct to the St. Fran-
ces dam ended up in disaster.   
 
This book can be found on 
Amazon.com and search for 
Floodpath by Jon Wilkman. 

Excerpt, pp. 245  to 246 
Los  Angeles gets its water by reason of one of the 
costliest, crookedest, most unscrupulous deals ever 
perpetrated, plus one of the greatest pieces of engi-
neering folly ever heard of.  The Owens Valley is 
there for anybody to see.  The City of Angeles 
moved through this valley like a devastating 
plague.  It was ruthless, stupid, cruel and 
crooked.  It deliberately ruined Owens Valley.  It 
stole the waters of Owens Valley.  It drove the peo-
ple of Owens Valley from their home, a home 
which they had built from the desert.  It turned a 
rich, reclaimed agricultural section of a thou-

sand  square miles back into primitive desert.  For no sound reason, for no 
sane reason,  it destroyed a helpless agricultural section and a dozen 
towns.  It was an obscene enterprise from beginning to end."   Morrow 

This book  opens a new per-
spective onto William Mul-
holland... [bringing him] to 
life in all his sharp-elbowed, 
stubborn glory, saddened and 
perplexed by the St. Francis 
Dam debacle yet prideful 
until the end.   

These books vividly expose the manipulations and force used 
by William Mulholland and his wealthy friends used to gain 
access to the water in the Owens Valley.  Owens Valley resi-
dents fought hard to stop Mulholland and Los Angeles and 
went through terrible repercussions but ended up losing the 
battle. “The Los Angeles Department of Water and Powers” 
aqueducts and taking of water should NEVER have happened. 



Trump brings more water — and himself — to Central Valley farmers 
Trump celebrated a big boost in water for the Valley. But what did he sign? 

 

BAKERSFIELD, CALIF., February 19, 2020 – “You can’t always get what you want, but if you try some-
times – well – you might find you get what you need.”  As The Rolling Stones classic rang in an airplane han-
gar here, President Donald Trump departed – claiming a key victory in one of the loneliest regions of the 
Golden State. 
 
It was also an anthem to the decade-long movement to end water diversions to the Pacific Ocean and send 
more of the precious resource through the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta to communities and farmers in the 
San Joaquin Valley.  “For too long water authorities have flushed millions of gallons into the Pacific,” Trump 
said to an assembled crowd of 3,000 Valley farmers and residents. “I ordered the administration to update out-
dated opinions which determined water allocation in this state.” 
 
Standing next to him, warriors in the fight: Rep. Devin Nunes (R–Tulare), House Minority Leader Kevin 
McCarthy (R–Bakersfield), Interior Secretary David Bernhardt, and former Rep. David Valadao (R–Hanford). 
They would join Trump as he signed a memorandum, charting a new chapter in the Federal government’s 
work on California water issues.  
 
So what does Trump’s memorandum do? 
The memorandum piggybacks on comments made by Bernhardt on Tuesday in Tulare – that the updated bio-
logical opinions serve as a launch pad for the Trump administration’s work on water in California.  
 
“This is a good first step, but I believe more can be done,” Trump’s memorandum states of Tuesday’s adoption 
of the biological opinions and plan of operations.  Bernhardt, at the forum on Tuesday, focused his comments 
about developing the biological opinions as a process of Trump “setting a target” and the Departments of Inte-
rior and Commerce “hitting that target.”  “If you don’t hit the targets, you won’t be a cabinet secretary for 
long,” Bernhardt joked to the crowd.  
  
Focus on the farmers 
Trump shared the stage with three farmers – fourth-generation Kern County almond farmer Jenny Holterman, 
Delano citrus farmer Matt Fisher, and cotton farmer Larry Starrh.  “Water for us, is everything,” Starrh said, 
launching into an animated address. “Water is the beginning, it’s the middle, and the end. Without it, we have 
nothing – it’s just the end.”  As he concluded, Trump remarked that Starrh could have his own political career 
following his impassioned speech. 
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The San JoaquineValley Sun 

by Alex Tavlian · 02/20/20  
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Holterman, meanwhile, focused on the decline of the family farm generation-to-generation.  “Because of the 
uncertainty of water deliveries, I’m worried that we may not have a family farm to pass down to my children, 
my niece or my nephew,”  Holterman said of the current water situation.  “Using new science and technology, 
almond farmers today use 33 percent less water than they did 20 years ago,” she noted. “Our water infrastruc-
ture should handled the same way, using updated science and new infrastructure. 
 
Trump veered slightly into Presidential politics, drawing from resurfaced remarks made by former New York 
Mayor Mike Bloomberg disparaging farmers for lacking intelligence.  “You’re incredible people,” Trump told 
the crowd to a roar. “You work so hard, and you’re smart as hell.” 
A challenge in the form of Newsom 
At the crux of the Trump administration’s moves to send additional water to the Valley is the complicated rela-
tionship between the Federal government and the State of California.   
 
Gov. Gavin Newsom issued a prebuttal minutes before Trump took the stage here, stating that California 
would sue to challenge the newly-adopted biological opinions creating the water boost.  Yet, Newsom, while 
mollifying environmental groups in vehement opposition to the new biological opinions, is still attempting to 
thread a needle to keep major water users at the table to negotiate a resolution to environmental concerns in the 
Delta.  
 
“Our goal continues to be to realize enforceable voluntary agreements that provide the best immediate protec-
tion for Delta species, reliable and safe drinking water, and dependable water sources for our farmers for eco-
nomic prosperity,” Newsom said as part of the lawsuit threat. “This is the best path forward to sustain our 
communities, our environment and our economy.” 
 
At the beginning of February, Newsom threw his support behind a framework of so-called voluntary agree-
ments between state and federal water agencies, water districts and other users, and environmental groups to 
determine Delta water flows and methods for restoring fish populations in the Delta.  The voluntary agree-
ments would require water users to cough up $5 billion for environmental work and habitat restoration and 
sacrifice 800,000 to 900,000 acre-feet of water. 
 
Since October, when Newsom first announced a possible lawsuit against the Feds over the biological opinions, 
officials with the Department of Interior have maintained a fairly confident posture.  During a water forum in 
Tulare on Tuesday, Bernhardt maintained that the opinions were “grounded in reliable science,” translating to 
them being legally defensible.  “Would a rational personal want to jeopardize the water supply for 25 million 
people without being really confident about what they read?” Bernhardt then asked. 

 IWVGA Announces Installation of Meters on All Water Wells! 

At the February 20 IWVGA meeting, the Board announced that IWVGA will be, under mandatory action, in-
stalling metering devices and a second device in some cases.  However, there was no mention as to who is go-
ing to pay for these devices! 
 
The rumor at this meeting from the audience area was that the owners of the wells metered would be required 
to pay for the devices at the cost of $800.00 each or more.  The vote to establish this action was put on hold 
until the March meeting.   
 
Why is IWVGA ignoring the fact that California has a Constitutional requirement that CA has to pay for any 
mandated requirement…“Article 13B, Section 6: (a) Whenever the legislature or any state agency mandates 
a new program or higher level of service on any local government, the State shall provide a subvention of 
funds to reimburse that local government for the costs of the program or increased level of service.”   
 
I, as the owner of my own well, do not want anyone touching my well except for repairing or replacing my 



Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   

Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  

 lorrysda@gmail.com  

lorrysda@gmail.com 
Telephone:  760-377-5579 

 You can download a copy of this and all others newsletter to printout for ad-
ditional copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  

  
http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

Below is  contact information for the editor of this newsletter 
and 

 the link to our own website.   

Class Action Lawsuits  

A Class-Action Lawsuit is still the only way we, the people who are private-property well owners in the Indian 
Wells Valley have at present to stop our IWVGA, SGMA and our California government overreaching from 
slapping fees, restrictions and interfering with our private wells, all of which are illegal.   
 
To remind our well owners, our own IWVGA is planning to install equipment onto our wells to measure 
amount of water pumped and we will be expected to pay the bill.  Oh?  We did not hire or approve any single 
person now seated on our GA Board for that position.  Yet, this group is planning on sending us a bill for what 
THEY are spending and/or imposing upon us to pay? 
 
To repeat that we, the private-property well owners of the Indian Wells Valley have not just stood by and 
watched all this mess evolve.  As repeated several times through out the 2018 and 2019 years,  we have a plan 
that is the final way to get rid of LA’s taking our water which has been filed in Washington, D.C.  However,  
we must also now stop CA, SGMA and IWVGA from imposing all this above-described cost caused by IW-
VGA and SGMA and these two entities trying to pass these costs down to be paid by ultimately all the people 
who use water in the IWV.  We have found that proposition that passed which forces CA to include full pay-
ment to all those counties, cities and/or areas of California when  projects are sent down to same by Sacra-
mento.    Yes, it is a law within our California Constitution that “Any mandated requirement from our Califor-
nia government require that the California government fully pays the cost...NOT  HAVING THAT COST 
PASSED DOWN TO WE, THE PEOPLE!  Where are our IWV attorneys that have as much responsibility as 
all of us do to stop this intrusion into our private lives.  Stand up and jump in as part of your responsibility to-
ward this IWV that supports your private life.  We all owe it to our IWV to do our part to stand up against in-
trusions like this into our daily lives.  

We Continue to Remind Everyone… 
Especially our IWV Lawyers/Attorneys Who Have Just As Much 

Responsibility for the Well Being of Our Valley As Do the Rest of  Us! 
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pump or wires and I hired that person because I know that person is competent.  PERIOD!!  How about all 
the rest of our IWV well owners?  We are all entitled to be informed and fully understand the real truth of how 
this IWV is spending money and then expecting to impose “fees” upon we well owners and city residents to 
pay for their actions that none of us has authorized this IWV board to take!  California Government is obgli-


