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More Owen’s Valley History Documentation 

 Their Long Fight with Los Angeles Over 
Their Water Which Ultimately Affects Our Water 

 
This is part two of the post that went up November 19. On November 16, 1924, 
frustrated Owens Valley ranchers, business people and citizens, captured the 
Alabama Gates on the LA Aqueduct, and turned the Owens River back towards 
Owens Lake. The "occupation" lasted 4 days and drew upwards of 700 citizens 
from Bishop, Big Pine, Independence and Lone Pine. You can read more about 
this incredible and important historic act of defiance and civil disobedience in 
Tales Along El Camino Sierra. 

 

 

 

  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Residents of Owens Valley Blocking Their Water from Flowing Into 
LADWP’s   One Aqueduct in Existence at That Time 
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The people of Owens Valley knew 
that Los Angeles’s taking their wa-
ter was a very destructive develop-
ment, was a huge danger to the en-
tire area and they were up in arms 
to stop this.  The sad truth is that 
without the great communication 
system we have today they did not 
have a chance against the threats, 
murders and power of the politics 
of that time to build the power base 
that would have stopped this in the 
beginning.  Now, 106 years after 
LADWP opened their first aqueduct 
we living within the valleys on the 
eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada 
mountain range are suffering the 

This picture shows how serious these people were in their fight against LA’s taking their water! 

The private-property well owners of Indian Wells Valley who produce this Newsletter 
wish to thank the  Eastern California Museum located 3 blocks west of HWY 395 at 155 
N. Grant St., Independence, California, for giving us permission to use these pictures and 
write ups describing same from their “Tales along El Camino Sierra” section.  This Mu-
seum is located on  U.S. Highway 395 in Inyo County on the eastern side of the Sierra Nevada 
mountain range in the county of Inyo, in the county seat is Independence. This museum has a 

wonderful collection of fabulous history of our valleys.   There is historic information available there that most 
of the residents of these valleys have never know.  A visit to this museum is so very informative.  You will 
learn so much you never knew about not only the valleys, but also this is a great opportunity to learn about the 
destruction caused to our water supply by Los Angeles.   
 
In addition to a visit bring you the fabulous information and history of the entire area, they have many books 
for sale that also bring priceless information to one that you can take home and continue to read, learn and en-
joy. 
 
With our current huge problem with the LADWP taking so much water away from our side of the Sierra Ne-
vada range, this information is so important to understand the what and why’s LA has to be sent packing! 

terrible consequences of this water 
thievery.  We in the Indian Wells 
Valley of Kern County have  put 
together a plan to stop this and re-
turn our valleys back to Mother Na-
ture’s supplying our water as she 
always had for many thousands of 
years. 

This picture again shows many angry and 
dedicated people gathering at the aqueduct site 

protesting the Los Angeles Department of 
Water and Power’s TAKING their water!  

Some of hese people were threatened and mur-
dered, mofia style if they refused to sell their 

Newsletter No. 15 



Page 3 Friends of Indian Wells Valley, December 5, 2019 

The following was initially including in our No. 14 Newsletter and is being 
repeated here in our No. 15 Newsletter because of the importance of under-
standing how Los Angeles has had huge impact on our aquifer’s ability to 

refill annually as Mother Nature has dictated before the interference of LA! 

 
 Overview Breakdown by Year of Water Diverted to the 

Los Angeles’ Two Aqueducts 
for the 

 Owens Valley/LADWP Contracts 
2009 through 2019 

 

Year    Acre-Feet Pumped/Year Into LA Two Aqueducts 
 
2019      374,000 acre feet 
 
2018      248,000 acre feet 
 
2017      460,200 acre feet 
 
2016      114,000 acre feet 
 
2015        42,400 acre feet 
 
2014      370,310 acre feet 
 
2013      140,500 acre feet 
 
2012      101,900 acre feet 
 
2011        91,000 acre feet 
 
2010        86,000 acre feet 

The following gives us an idea of how LADWP has continually increased their “taking” of the water from 
not only us (the Indian Wells Valley), but also from the eastern side of the Sierra Nevada mountain range 
all the way up through Mono County. 
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California Government Has to Pay for SGMA/IWVGA Costs 
 
Here it is, folks.  The link to that law that we, the voting citizens passed in about 1979.   
 

https://law.justia.com/constitution/california/article-xiii-b/section-6/ 
 

(Sec. 6 amended June 3, 2014, by Prop. 42. Res.Ch. 123, 2013.) 
 

This is the Section 6,a that requires the California Government in Sacramento to pay for all these SGMA de-
mands, no matter how they and their lawyers/attorneys try to spin it!  Also, all please note!   On the CA State 
website, this proposition is noted (shown in that statement in parentheses above) that this proposition 
has been “amended”….NO!  Any CA Constitutional proposition duly passed by the vote of we, the regis-
tered, voting citizens of California may not be “amended” by any entity in our government...PERIOD!   
Only the CA registered voters can make such a change.  Otherwise, the proposal as originally passed 
prevails.  The following is the primary part of this addition to our CA Constitution that establishes the 
fact that it is our CA government that must pay all costs created by our “forced” participation in the 
SGMA mandates.  
 
“2018 California Constitution, Article XIII B, Government Spending Limitation, Section 6 
 
 SEC. 6.  (a)  Whenever the Legislature or any state agency mandates a new program or higher level of 
service on any local government, the State shall provide for a subvention of funds to reimburse that lo-
cal government for the costs of the program or increased level of service, except that the Legislature 
may, but need not, provide a subvention of funds for the following mandates: 
 
(1) Legislative mandates requested by the local agency affected. 
(2) Legislation defining a new crime or changing an existing definition of a crime. 
(3) Legislative mandates enacted prior to January 1, 1975, or executive orders or regulations initially 

implementing legislation enacted prior to January 1, 1975. 
(4) Legislative mandates contained in statutes within the scope of paragraph (7)) of subdivision (b) of 

Section 3, Article 1. 
(5) Except as provided in paragraph (2), for the 2005-06 fiscal year and every subsequent fiscal year, for 

a mandate for which the costs of a local government claimant have been determined in a preceding 
fiscal year to be payable by the State pursuant to law, the Legislature shall either appropriate, in the 
annual Budget Act, the full payable amount that has not been previously paid, or suspend the opera-
tion of the mandate for the fiscal year for which the annual Budget Act is applicable in a manner 
prescribed.  

WE Found It! 
Repeat from our No. 14 Newsletter 

ATTENTION!  Attorneys in the IWV...Please Pursue This Constitutional  
Financial-Mandate Requirement! 

Our Legal Practices in the IWV...You Owe This “DONATION of Your Services” 
to All in the IWV 

 Including Our IWV Residents Who Provide Your Ability to Conduct Your Legal 
Practices!  

Page 4 Friends of Indian Wells Valley, December 5, 2019 Newsletter No. 15 



Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   

Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  

 lorrysda@gmail.com  

lorrysda@gmail.com 
Telephone:  760-377-5579 

 
 You can download a copy of this and all others newsletter to printout for 

additional copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  
  

http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

Below is  contact information for the author of this newsletter and our own website..   
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Class Action Lawsuits  

We must stop the IWVGA from all the constant ways this Board under SGMA is  forcing the private-property 
well powers and the residents to pay all for expenditures imposed .  The IWVWA has created committees plus 
hired private entities that have submitted plans, information, etc.,  and have/are/will pay statement/bills/
invoices for such input with a plan to collect payment from IWV residents. 
 
The bottom line is that IWVGA expects to force all well owners,  including private, commercial, etc., to pay  
for water used in order to pay the bills created by IWVGA.  We must stop this illegal move which, again,  IW-
VGA under SGMA has tried to force upon us. 
 
There is also the fact that private-property well owners have hired private lawyers/attorneys which have al-
ready brought lawsuits and won their legal water-rights lawsuits in other areas of California.   However, since 
most of us here in the IWV cannot afford to hire private lawyers, we need to investigate how we could bring a 
Class Action lawsuit on the behalf of all of us to protect our usage of our own water and our water-rights.  At 
least I have not yet found where large groups of well owners have brought forth a Class Action Lawsuit.   
 
It is imperative that we do the search for all and in-depth information to understand how we can file such a 
lawsuit to protect our water rights.  I hereby ask for all who have the ability/knowledge, etc.,  to put informa-
tion together giving us the information/direction needed to organize and move forward to file a Class Action 
Lawsuit..   
 
Yes, we have a plan that is the final way to get rid of LA taking our water which has been filed in Washington, 
D.C.  However,  we must also now stop CA, SGMA and IWVGA from imposing all this above-described cost 
caused by IWVGA and SGMA requiring these costs be paid by us  We have found that proposition that passed 
which forces CA to include full payment to all those counties, cities and/or areas of California when  projects 
are sent down to same by Sacramento.     

Another Repeat from our No. 14 Newsletter 
We need to be prepared, folks! 
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