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California Must Pay the IWVGA Bills?  

IWVGA has threatened to levy late fees on all private-property well owners 
who do not register their wells by Oct. 1 (yes, already past due). At the IWVGA 
meeting yesterday (10/17/19) during the Agenda budget report Mike Neel came 
to the microphone when public comment was opened and stated: (can't remem-
ber exact words, but here is the essence)  
 
California passed a proposition several years ago that made it mandatory that 
any requirement the State passes down onto the people/cities/counties, etc. must 
also be accompanied by the full payment for costs to come from the State. He 
also said that IWVGA should send any bill they receive that is not covered by 
grant $'s, etc., they should send that bill to Sacramento to our California govern-
ment. Remember who voted SIGMA into place without permission of we, the 
voting citizens. Only 44 members of the Assembly voted to pass this mess of a 
mandatory requirement on us and haven't seen information on how many in the 
Senate. Bingo, I said to myself when I heard Mike...I remember voting for it 
and it's passing as does Mike and some others. I have been looking for a copy of 
this proposition for several months, can't find it on any State web site page, 
threw my copies of that ballot out years ago and have to wonder if CA is hiding 
this. This is exactly what we required when we passed this proposition. 
 
Now, the purpose of this alert is that I just had a great idea shared with me..." if 
you get a bill from IWVGA for any fee or for water usage, send the bill directly 
to Sacramento". Well, the light came on... each of us well owners certainly can. 
I would also urge our agriculture folks who are truly getting robbed now at $30/
acre foot of water used with the threat at yesterday's meeting of having to raise 
that to $60/acre foot in next years budge to do the same...send that bill to Sacra-
mento. We will search for the correct address for mailing same plus be happy to 
make a cover letter available for your use or as a sample one can change to their 
own purpose. 
 
In addition, just another note from the budget and financial report at yesterday 
meeting. It appears that IWV is at least $500,000 in debt...they are now respon-
sible for repaying at least that amount AND that amount should, indeed, be sent 
on to the CA government to pay up. 
 
Please respond, folks...this just might bring sanity back to our water world here 
in the IWV.  WE ARE RESEARCHING THIS, DIGGING THROUGH LE-
GAL THICK OBVISCATION AND WILL HOLD CA RESPONSIBLE TO 
PAY THEIR OBLIGTTION WHEN WE FIND THE PROOF. 



What Is the Public Trust? 
  

Think of public parks and the beaches and waters of our Great Lakes. Who owns these public spaces and re-
sources? The short answer is that you do, meaning you the public. 
 
This concept of public spaces and resources like water being owned and shared by the public is not a new one; 
in fact, it is dates back over 2000 years to the times of Roman emperor, Justinian, and has been a part of Eng-
lish common law and our U.S. democracy for centuries. Under Roman law, the public’s right to use common 
resources like the waters and surrounding shores was paramount. “By the law of nature these things are com-
mon to mankind, the air, running water, the sea, and consequently the shores of the sea.” Under the Magna 
Carta in 1215, the British Crown was prohibited from transferring the valuable coastal fisheries to private 
lords because the Seabees belonged to the people. This is what we now call the Public Trust Doctrine. 
 
This legal concept has taken hold worldwide, protecting resources for the public from beaches (below the or-
dinary high-water mark line) to navigable waterways and harbors, to wetlands and wildlife, to tributary 
streams and groundwater. And this idea of protecting public places for public uses, such as navigation, com-
merce, fishing, boating, swimming, and other recreational purposes, makes sense. In fact, the right of each 
person, as a member of the public, although shared with others, is inalienable, in the same way as each person 
is protected in their ownership and use of private property and right to breathe the air. 
 
Making Sense of the Public Trust Doctrine 
The Public Trust Doctrine holds that certain natural resources like navigable waters are preserved in perpetu-
ity for public use and enjoyment. Applying a banking analogy, the state serves as a trustee to maintain the 
trust or common resources for the benefit of current and future generations who are the beneficiaries. Just as 
private trustees are judicially accountable to their beneficiaries, so too are state trustees in managing public 
trust properties. 
 
In addition, any private, public or commercial existing or proposed use, diversion or discharge cannot harm 
the waters of the Great Lakes by materially reducing the flow, changing the levels, or polluting the waters of 
the Great Lakes Basin. Furthermore, those who seek to use, continue to divert or alter the waters of the Great 
Lakes Basin, have the burden of proof to show they will not impair, pollute or harm the water. If they do not 
satisfy this burden of proof, the proposed action is not permitted under the public trust. 
 
Lastly, under the public trust, the waters of the Great Lakes Basin can never be controlled by or transferred to 
private interests for private purposes or gain. Our rights to use the water of the Great Lakes Basin cannot be 
alienated or subordinated by our governments to special private interests; this means that all reasonable pri-
vate use and public uses may be accommodated so long as the public trust waters and ecosystem are not 
harmed and paramount public right to public uses are not subordinated or impaired. Because many citizens are 
not aware that the public trust doctrine is part of their bundle of rights in our democracy, many of our leaders 
and big business are ignoring and violating these principles. 

 

Bring In the Seabees 
 

The following request for documentation has been sent to the Seabees to add to our growing list of proof of 
the truth of the water levels, etc., here in the Indian Wells Valley. 
 
Dear Seabees,  
 
I have never received a reply to my below first inquiry.  In addition it seems that “modern technology” seems to think it is 
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smarter than we humans, thus my computer "spell check" changed "Seabees" to See" in my initial email and I extend my 
deepest apologies.   The following is an overview of my purpose of trying to reach the proper party within the Seabees that 
can either help me, put me on the right path or inform me that this department of the military cannot respond.  On Novem-
ber 4, 2019, at 6:17 AM, Lorry Wagner <lorrysda@gmail.com> wrote: 
 
We, the residents of the Indian Wells Valley, where China Lake NWC is located, are having the "water" fight of the century 
with the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power.  We are researching the 116 years of LADWP "taking" our natural 
aquifer refill water and diverting same to the LA area. 
 
We are aware of the fact that the Seabees come to CLNWC about once a year to practice water-well drilling on this base.  
How do we request copies of the drilling records which should prove our aquifer's water levels for each year of drilling. 
 
This is important information which is necessary for the "health, if you will" for not only the residents here but also for the 
China Lake Naval Weapons Center military future.  Edwards Air Force Base is just a few miles south of us in Antelope Val-
ley and are experiencing the same impact of LA's "taking" water from the entire eastern side of the Sierra Nevada mountain 
range from Mono to Inyo to Kern Counties. 
 
As a resident of IWV but also as the author of "the plan" to send LA to desalination and close these two aqueducts that have 
been taking our water for those last 116 years which also impacts water availability for Edwards Air Force base, thank you 
for your help.  "The plan" is now on the desks of President Trump, Department of Interior and our Congress Representative 
Kevin McCarthy plus the Secretary of the Department of Interior.     Thank you for your time and mutual concern. 
 
P.S. fyi, following is the website page that has been donated to this effort which contains much information on our direction 
and endeavor if you wish to check out our legitimacy and efforts to bring forth history and purpose of who and why this wa-
ter mess has been created. of the century with the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power.  We are researching the 116 
years of LADWP "taking" our natural aquifer refill water and diverting same to the LA area.   
 
We are aware of the fact that the Seabees come to CLNWC about once a year to practice water-well drilling on this 
base.  How do we request copies of the drilling records which should prove our aquifer's water levels for each year of drill-
ing?  This is important information which is necessary for the "health, if you will" for not only the residents here but also for 
the military's future for our ongoing plan to send the Los Angeles Department of Power to desalination and destroying 
LADWP’s  “taken” the natural water flowing from the Sierra Nevada mountain range’s head waters to serve the valleys on 
the eastern side from Mono to Inyo to Kern Counties and diverting same to the LA area. 
 
“Our Plan” which lays out the path to sending the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power to desalination and to close 
these existing two aqueducts that have been taking our water for these last 116 years, which also impacts water availability 
for Edwards Air Force Base,  is now on the desks of President Trump, The Department of Interior and our Congress Repre-
sentative Kevin McCarthy.    
 
As a resident of IWV but also as the author of "the plan" to send LA to desalination which not only impacts the CLNWC, 
but also impacts water availability for Edwards Air Force base, we thank you for your help.   It is important information 
which is necessary for the “health, if you will,” for not only the residents here in the IWV but also for the CLNWC military’s 
future. 
 

Signed by: 

Lorry Wagner, Author of “our Plan” to Correct LA Intrusion into Our Water Supply 
Resident of the Indian Wells Valley 
Inyokern, CA. 
  Contact information:  
      lorrysda@gmail.com 
  Website for our endeavor: 
      http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have more input or questions regarding this attempt to bring in this 
information from the Seabees.  My full contact information appears on the last page of this Newsletter. 
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GSP-Proposed Projects and Costs/yr per Household 

Please pay close attention to the below picture showing what the IWVGA’s TAC committee is currently proposing at 
this time.  As you all know, there is no way most of the residents of IWV could ever afford such a ridiculous agenda!   
 
Once again, the ONLY solution to solving the REAL CAUSE of our aquifer’s possible water-shortage problem is to 
send LA to desalination and destroy these two LADWP aqueducts.  Yes, there are some other obstacles such as making 
sure that Mono, Inyo and Kern counties make sure their departments follow necessary and restrictive laws that none of 
these counties may not pass zoning laws that require properties outside city limits to downsize or change from agricul-
ture and/or ranching (whatever they call these categories) and this includes but specifically addresses (at this time) the 
360,000 acres that LA has purchased in their desperation to take every drop of water they can from outside their area.   
 
Please remember and pay attention to the fact that we, the private-property well owners plus the IWV residents have cre-
ated a plan that will accomplish the overriding clarification and implementation of laws that will put “our water” back 
into the control of we, who own our water rights, including the head waters that flow forward to create the streams/
rivers/lakes and aquifers that supply the natural water for the above 3 valleys.  This plan has been sent to Washington 
D.C. to the officers of President Trump, our congressman Kevin McCarthy and the Department of Interior.   
 
Thinking in the positive, when this plan is implemented with not only the main objective, but also all the detailed 
“clarifications” that make it totally complete it will positively affect the water problems of at least the 17 western states.  
Please, folks, bring awareness of this to everyone you know...INCLUDING those currently either bringing lawsuits for-
ward to planning to do so.  Our plan may very well be of interest to those parties and lawyers bringing such suits.  My 
contract information, as always, appears on the last page of this newsletter. 
 



Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   

Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  

 lorrysda@gmail.com  

  
lorrysda@gmail.com 

Telephone:  760-377-5579 
 

 You can download a copy of this and all others newsletter to printout for 
additional copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  

  
http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

Below is  contact information for the author of this newsletter and our own website..   
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Class Action Lawsuits  

We must stop the IWVWA from all the constant ways the IWVGA Board under SGMA is  forcing the private-
property well powers and the residents to pay all for expenditures imposed .  The IWVWA has created com-
mittees plus hired private entities that have submitted plans, information, etc.,  and have/are/will pay state-
ment/bills/invoices for such input with a plan to collect payment from IWV residents. 
 
The bottom line is that IWVWA expects to force all well owners,  including private, commercial, etc., to pay  
for water used in order to pay the bills created by IWVWA.  We must stop this illegal move which IWVGA 
under SGMA has tried to force upon us. 
 
There is also the fact that private-property well owners have hired private lawyers/attorneys which have al-
ready brought lawsuits and won their legal water-rights lawsuits.   However, since most of us here in the IWV 
cannot afford to hire private lawyers, we need to investigate how we could bring a Class Action lawsuit on the 
behalf of all of us to protect our usage of our own water and our water-rights.  At least I have not yet found 
where large groups of well owners have brought forth a Class Action Lawsuit.   
 
It is imperative that we do the search for all and in-depth information to understand how we can file such a 
lawsuit to protect our water rights.  I hereby ask for all who have the ability/knowledge, etc.,  to put informa-
tion together giving us the information/direction needed to organize and move forward to file a Class Action 
Lawsuit..   
 
Yes, we have a plan that is the final way to get rid of LA taking our water which has been filed in Washington, 
D.C.  However,  we must also now stop CA, SGMA and IWVGA from imposing all this above-described cost 
caused by IWVWA and SGMA be paid by us  We are currently searching for that proposition that passed 
which forces CA to include full payment to all those counties, cities and/or areas of California when  projects 
are sent down to same by Sacramento.     


