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 As our local IWVGA seems to be rolling faster and faster toward their own end 
result of complete dead-end with no way of even trying to address the real cause of 
any aquifer problems within our Indian Wells Valley,  many of us private-property 
well owners are making advancements toward that very end goal of actually solv-
ing the fact that these two LA aqueducts must be closed down and replacement of 
the amount of water “taken” by LA has to be via desalination.   
 
I will start here with the fact that it takes time to weave in and out of all the govern-
ment road blocks and out-and-out threats such as the latest one of bringing down 
huge and ridiculous “late fees” on our heads unless we submit to such government 
blackmail, and/or legal threats, etc., etc.  Really?  Our local IWVGA is spending 
huge amounts of money on useless avenues that do absolutely nothing to stop this 
water mess and they try to force we, the private-property well owners to pay the 
bills they run up without our authorization or approval?   The bottom line is that all 
these demands and threats are in violation of water-rights’ laws that have been in 
existence for over 100 years.  
 
These laws began when the cattle ranches developed  the west and had to fight for 
their own water rights...wars were fought over water and led to the beginning of 
our water rights and laws of today.  Now our current government wants to just ig-
nore these laws and throw it all away.  NO!!!  Time for we private-property well 
owners and the residents of the Indian Wells Valley to stop this nonsense! 
 

Who Voted to Impose SGMA on “We, the People”! 

The Democratic Party currently holds supermajorities in both houses of the Cali-
fornia State Legislature. The Assembly consists of 61 Democrats and 18 Repub-
licans, with one vacancy, while the Senate is composed of 29 Democrats and 11 
Republicans.  
 
Hmm!  It turns out that only 44 votes were cast in the CA Assembly in  favor of 
dropping this nightmare of a California-State mandate on all of us which means out 
of that 79 Assembly members 35 voted against this mess.  Shame on those 44! 
 
California Senate Voting Record on SGMA does not seem to be easily accessible.  
I have spent 2 days trying to find same, but in the essence of time and getting this 
newletter out before the October 17, 2019 IWVGA board meeting, that info will 
have to wait until our next News Letter. 
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  U.S. Supreme Court Rules 
in Favor of 

Property Owners 
 

A sharply divided U.S. Supreme Court 
ruled Friday that property owners can 
go directly to federal court with claims 
that state and local regulations effec-

tively deprive landowners of the use of their property. 
 
The 5-4 decision overturned decades of precedent that barred property owners from going 
to federal court until their claims had been denied in state court. 
 
Federal courts are often viewed as friendlier than state courts for such property claims. 
The decision, with all five of the court's conservatives in the majority, may have particular 
effects in cities and coastal areas that have strict regulations for development. 
 
Property owners and developers often have complained that zoning rules and other state 
and local regulations effectively take their property for public benefit, and that the Consti-
tution requires that they be paid just compensation. 
 

The court's decision came in the case of Rose Mary Knick, who owns 90 acres of land in Scott Township, Pa. 
Knick's home and a grazing area for her horses are on the land, as well as a small cemetery where her neighbors' 
ancestors are allegedly buried. 
 
When the town enacted a rule requiring all cemeteries be open to the public during daytime hours, Knick went to 
state court seeking a judgment that the state had in effect taken her property. When the town withdrew its notice 
that she was violating the local cemetery law, the state court said Knick could not prove that she was being 
harmed. 
 
So, she went to the federal courts, which threw out her case based on decades-old Supreme Court decisions that 
have consistently required property owners to go to the state courts before appealing to the federal courts. 
On Friday, however, the U.S. Supreme Court reversed the first of those decisions, a 1985 ruling that required 
property owners to take their complaints to the state courts first. Instead, the court majority said Knick and other 
property owners seeking compensation for limits on their property rights may go directly to federal court. 
"We now conclude that the state litigation requirement imposes an unjustifiable burden" on a property owner's 
claim that his or her land has been effectively taken for public benefit without the government paying just com-
pensation, wrote Chief Justice John Roberts. 
 
In essence, Roberts said, property owners are entitled to the same rights in federal court that other citizens have if 
they can prove that their constitutional rights have been violated. 
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Below:  Owens Lake pre 1913  
 

  

Owens Lake...Before LADWP Aqueducts! 
Owens Lake pre-1913 diversions looking east towards the Inyo Mountains 

 
Some seldom seen pictures of when Owens Lake was a lake and not the "dry lake" it has 
been for the past 100 years. Most of these photographs were taken by A.A. Forbes 
(pictured in his last photo), a noted and skilled photographer who lived in Bishop, CA 
from 1902 to 1916. Forbes captured many historical Eastern Sierra events and will be the 
subject of a chapter in our next book "Even More Tales Along El Camino Sierra," which 
we hope will be out in 2020. In the mean time, you can check out more great stories of 
Eastern Sierra history in the first two Tales Along El Camino Sierra books, available at 
bookstores, bakeries, coffee houses, convenience stores, smoked meat stores, restaurants 
and dozens of other locations, throughout the Eastern Sierra.  
 
These pictures prove how Los Angeles has destroyed the natural water supply throughout 
their 116 years of diverting same into their aqueducts to supply their extreme overbuilding  
in the Los Angeles areas south of Mono, Inyo and Kern Counties.  This HAS TO BE 
STOPPED 

A. A. Forbes, 
Photographer 

Below:  Current aerial picture showing how Owens Lake 
has been dried  

up by Los Angeles’ two aqueducts taking our water! 

More pictures on next page 

Friends of Indian Wells Valley, October 14, 2019 Page 3 

 

Above information and all pictures of Owens Lake showing this lake  full of water are credited to  “Tales 
Along El Camino Sierra” by Eastern California Museum in Independence-Inyo county    A special thank you 
to these authors. 



  

Owens Lake pre 1913  

Owens Lake pre 1913  Owens Lake pre 1913  

The pictures above and on the pre-
vious page prove how the Los An-
geles Department of Water and 
Power (LADWP) has basically 
drained the natural water-flow feed 
that, for centuries, serviced Mono 
County, Inyo County and Kern 
County areas on the eastern side of 
the Sierra Nevada Mountains.   
 
Over this time-frame LADWP has 
also purchased at least 360,000 
acres of land in the two northern 
counties of Mono and Inyo claim-
ing water rights, destroying 
ranches and farms plus using 
threats and worse to owners of that 
land to run them off. 
 
LADWP made promises to these 
people that LADWP would pro-

vide water to them (or access to 
same) if they would not fight 
LADWP installation of that first 
aqueduct.  But, as soon as the aq-
ueduct was opened and running, 
that water was NOT available.  
LADWP lied!  That has never 
changed. 
 
Now, with the California govern-
ment dropping this SGMA require-
ment for which we must comply 
(or California will take over water 
management in the Indian Wells 
Valley...which we private-property 
well owners consider blackmail 
and very illegal), we are fighting 
back and have created a plan 
which will put all this water com-
ing from the eastern side of our 
Sierra Nevada  mountain ranch  

back into the hands of the people 
and force LADWP to go to de-
salination and destroy these two 
aqueducts.   
 
We living in Mono, Inyo and 
Kern Counties would have our 
water back. 
 
We keep being told that LADWP 
will never leave and go to desali-
nation.  We disagree...we have 
found the way to make that hap-
pened.  It will take time.  Unfortu-
nately politicians sometimes can-
not see beyond their noses to see 
in depth how to move to the fu-
ture.  We believe “patience is a 
virtue” and we will be successful. 
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LADWP 
 
 
 
IWV Annual Use 
 
IWV Annual  
Replacement
  
IWV Deficit 
Refill 2019/20 
 
IWV 2019/20 
2020 Usage 
 
Owens/Rose 
Valleys Usage 
 
 

   374,000 
 
 
 

~30,000 
 
 

~12,000 
 
 

-18,000 
 
 

~30,000 
 

~79,000 
 

~87,000 
 

2019-2020 Owens Valley/Los Angeles DWP Operations Plan for exporting approxi-
mately 374,000 acre feet of water from the Eastern side of the Sierra Nevada Mountain 
Range via the Los Angeles two Aqueducts to the LA area. 
 
Approximate acre feet of Water used by residents/business of the Indian Wells Valley. 
 
Amt. of water naturally refilling IWV aquifer after diminished flow diverted to   
LADWP’s two aqueducts. 
 
Projected amount of deficit refill to IWV aquifer per year as of 2018 data. 
 
 
 
Approximate acre feet of annual usage per year as of 2019 data. 
 
 
Approximate acre feet of annual usage in Inyo County 
 
Approximately acre feet of annual usage for Owens, Rose and Indian Wells Valley 

Owens Valley Operations Plan for Runoff Year, 2019-220 
Water-usage Comparisons 

Acronyms:  LADWP Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
       IWV                Indian Wells Valley 
       OV                Owens Valley 
The below water extractions explain the end result of the IADWP impact on Eastern Sierra Nevada Mountains slopes’ and valleys’ 
water sustainability. 

           Acre Feet 
     Area             Used/Year         Explanation 
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RECAP 

LADWP takes   375,000 

IWV usage (30,000) 

Owens/Rose 
Valleys  (79,000) 
 
Total usage                 (109,000) 
 
Approx. acre feet 
should be available 
for the 2019/20  year 
to rebuild reserves by 
shutting down LADWP’s  
take.              +/-266,000 

Last-Minute Information 
Excerpt from 

Owens Valley Operations Plan for Runoff Year 2019/20 
LA contracts to take 374,000 acre feet of water for 2019/20 

The over-all Eastern Sierra snowpack in watersheds contributing to the Los Ange-
les Aqueduct (LAA) was estimated to be 171% of normal as of April 1, 2019.  Pre-
cipitation on the Owens Valley floor during the 2018-19 runoff year  average of 

1.1 feet as a result of the drier than normal runoff continuation in 2018-19 
 

During the 2018-19 runoff year, the Lower Owens River was in full operation 
status with a minimum average flow of 40 cubic feet per second (cfs) or greater as 
measured  at all gauging stations.  The total water use by the Lower Owens River, 
the Delta, Blackrock Waterfowl Management Area and other  Lower Owens River   
Project (LORP) uses were approximately 13,800 AF for the year.  The releases at 

the Los Angeles Aqueduct intake were augmented by additional releases at selected 

The above figures are just approximate based on the limited data available and limited accuracy of same, but it 
is within “the ball park...so-to-speak” and can be used for the purposes of understanding the reality of our IWV 
water mess. 
 
Thus, the bottom line here is that the various amounts of water that LADWP diverts each year which should 
flow into Mono, Inyo and Kern counties as surface and groundwater refill to replace annual usage by those 
counties must be stopped.  The additional 375,000 acre feet of excess water shown above for the 2019/2020 
Inyo County/LADWP contract  would certainly start bringing the water levels of these valleys back up toward 
the previous, natural levels before LA started taking our water out of our area in 1913.   



Please share this Newsletter with your friends and acquaintances.   

Also, you may add your replies and/or additional  

information for inclusion in our next edition...send to:  

 lorrysda@gmail.com  

  
lorrysda@gmail.com 

Telephone:  760-377-5579 
 

 You can download a copy of this newsletter and all others to printout for 
additional copies which are available on our own webpage at the below link:  

  
http://www.sdarabians.com/CAWaterGovernmentInterference.html 

Below is  contact information for the author of this newsletter and our 
own website..   
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