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Update...Snow Levels and Desalination 
By Lorry Wagner 
February 4, 2019 

 
 
The following pictures show the  official measurements of  Sierra Nevada Mountain Range 
snowpack as of January  8 and January 17, 2019.   
 
April 1st is considered the end of the season. % of April is the current % of the April 1st 
average / % of Normal for this date is what it was on Jan 8th, currently at 85% of normal 
snow pack for the state.   
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Plans for scaled-down desalter 
plant in Camarillo move ahead 
Michele Willer-Allred, Special to The Star 

Published 10:07 a.m. PT Dec. 27, 2016 

Camarillo officials said the city is 
continuing to move forward on a 
scaled-down desalter plant project, 
which is expected to bring clean 
and affordable water to customers  
at a $20 million reduction in cost. 
 
At its Dec. 14, 2016, meeting, the 
council unanimously approved an 
amendment to a professional ser-
vices agreement with Water Sys-
tems Consulting for preliminary 
work on the North Pleasant Valley 
Desalter in Camarillo. The coun-
cil’s action included extending 
engineering design and project 
management services for an 
amount not to exceed $194,000. 
 
It was the first action by the city 
council on the project since the 
majority of the Fox Canyon 
Groundwater Management Agen-
cy board agreed to approve the 
project, which has been in the 
planning stages for eight years and 
at a cost of $1.5 million already 
for the city. 
 
The original project cost was esti-
mated at $50 million for construc-
tion, but was recently reduced to 
$30 million as it was scaled down 
in an effort to keep costs under 
control. 
 
The city is proposing to build the 
desalter on land near the intersec-
tion of Lewis and Las Posas roads, 
northwest of the Camarillo Public 
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correction. 
 
One of those “gates” is for Los 
Angeles to transfer their water 
source to desalination and close 
down these two aqueducts 
“taking” water from our source of 
the annual refill to our own IWV 
aquifer.  For those of you who are 
not aware, several of the west-
coast areas have already moved to 
desalination with excellent results.    
 
That information is shared on the 
following pages to show how  
coastal areas have already figured 
out and installed desalination.     
 

 

 

Since this above January 17 report, 
we have just had more rain and 
snow adding up to putting us over 
average snow and rain accumulation 
as of February 3, 2019, with more 
on the way.   
 
With this kind of positive infor-
mation now coming in,  “where do 
we go from here” regarding our wa-
ter mess and the fact that “our plan 
for solution” has been hand-carried 
to the necessary contacts (including 
our own Assemblyman Kevin 
McCarthy and our President Donald 
Trump). 
 
Our plan lays out the over-all path 
to final solution.  It does not, of 
course, address some of the finite 
details that must be incorporated to 
open a few currently existing 
“gates” to allow the free flow of 



Library. The desalter could be oper-
ational around 2018.  Salty ground-
water would be pumped from near-
by existing and new wells, and sa-
linity would be removed using re-
verse osmosis treatment. The salt 
would be pumped into the ocean 
through a pipeline, while the re-
maining treated water would supply 
customers in the service area of 
Camarillo. 
 
The desalter was originally pro-
posed to pump 7,500 acre-feet of 
water for 25 years. That number 
was reduced to 4,500 acre-feet of 
water, but could be adjusted based 
on a groundwater sustainability 
plan being planned by Fox Canyon 
for the area. 
 
Assistant City Manager Tom Fox 
told the agency back in September 
that the project is needed now to 
mitigate the detrimental impacts to 
the basin and wells from foreign 
water.  
 
“Our wells are at a point where 
we’re down 20 percent production 
historically. If we don’t get approv-
al today, we’ve got to start moving 
forward with another solution and 
abandon those wells,” Fox said.  
The assistant city manager also said 
that approval of the project pre-
served a $5 million grant from the 
state and that $18.7 million in value 
would’ve been lost to the region 
from various sources if it wasn’t 
approved. 
 
Fox told the council that the project 
is “unique and different from any-
thing we’ve ever done before” and 
the city initially thought it needed a 
team to come in to help manage the 
project from beginning to end.  He 
said there were a lot of unknowns, 
and it was a pretty open-ended 
scope since the city didn’t have 
agency approval yet. Fox said that 
to reduce costs, the city is 
“removing the unknown, which 
creates a lot of potential risks for 
consultants,” and dividing the pro-
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Water District’s desalter in the Santa 
Rosa Valley and also to Simi Valley. 
Discharge from Camarillo’s desalter 
will also connect to the existing pipe-
line on Lewis Road. 
 
 
 
 

ject into three main stages, includ-
ing pre-design, design oversight 
and construction management. 
 
“We will bring back contracts for 
those, which will be significant, 
but not as costly as the original 
proposal we received,” he said. 
 
Fox said the city is going to be 
busy in the next six months in the 
pre-design phase, including ob-
taining the land and going through 
the annexation process, which re-
quires approval from the Local 
Agency Formation Commission. 
 
Also at the Dec. 14 meeting, the 
council approved an agreement 
between the city and the Calleguas 
Municipal Water District to install 
and maintain a salinity manage-
ment pipeline in the Upland Road 
bridge over Calleguas Creek, at no 
cost to the city. 
 
The water district is proposing to 
install the pipeline from a connec-
tion to the existing salinity pipe-
line on Lewis Road. From there, it 
will then extend east to Camrosa 

Carlsbad Desalination Project … Water from the West 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For more than 50 years, large-scale seawater desalination was just a dream in 
San Diego County. Today, the region is the hub of the nation’s growing de-
salination industry and home to the nation’s largest seawater desalination pro-
ject – all part of an innovative plan to ensure water supply reliability for this 
semiarid corner of the Southwest. 
 
The Carlsbad Desalination Project will not only improve long-term water 
supply reliability for the San Diego region, but it also helps all of California 
by taking pressure off strained water resources during a historic statewide 
drought.   Reverse osmosis – the technology used to remove salt from sea-
water at the Claude “Bud” Lewis Carlsbad Desalination Plant – was pio-



neered locally by General Atomics in the 1960s, 
but it took decades to take hold in San Diego 
County for a variety of reasons. Even after the 
statewide drought of 1987-92 spurred interest in 
desalination, seawater reverse osmosis remained 
too expensive compared to the region’s historical 
supplies from the Colorado River and the Sierra 
Nevada. 
 
The need for long-term, drought-proof water sup-
plies kept rekindling interest in desalination. In 
2001, the Water Authority’s Board of Directors 
approved a Desalination Action Plan. That was 
followed by studies at potential sites for desali-
ation facilities, including Carlsbad, and by the 
Board setting a goal to develop 56,000 acre-feet 
per year capacity for seawater desalination by 

2020. At the time, Poseidon Water had locked up a long-term lease at the Encina Power Stationite, and the City of Carls-
bad invited the Water Authority to take the lead in negotiations with Poseidon. 
 
It took nearly a decade for Poseidon to acquire all the environmental permits that would pave the way for a successful 
project. Meanwhile, more efficient technologies, rising imported water costs, and growing statewide water reliability 
concerns improved the feasibility and value of desalination. In 2010, the Water Authority entered into formal negotia-
tions with Poseidon for water supplies. 
 
Over the next two years, the parties developed commercial and financial terms for the purchase of desalinated ocean wa-
ter produced at the Carlsbad plant and delivered to the Water Authority’s regional aqueduct system.  A public opinion 
survey in 2012 showed strong regional support for desalination, with 82 percent of respondents saying it is important for 
the reliability of the water supply. In November of that year, the Water Authority’s Board approved a contract with Po-
seidon that set the terms of the deal. The Water Purchase Agreement helped ensure the project would be built to the 
highest quality standards while protecting ratepayers by transferring risks associated with building and operating the pro-
ject to the private sector. It also established that the price of water from Poseidon can only be increased based on prede-
termined escalation factors, which are dependent on inflation, with the exception of electricity costs. These costs are 
based on the actual cost of power. 
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Carlsbad	Desalination	Plant	Celebrates	 
40	Billion	Gallons	Served 

December 13, 2018 

San Diego County marked a significant milestone in regional water supply reliability Thursday at the Claude “Bud” 
Lewis Carlsbad Desalination Plant – the delivery of 40 billion gallons of drinking water during its first three years of 
commercial operations. 

This is enough water to fill 800 million bathtubs, or 1,820 Bellagio Las Vegas fountains. 

The plant, which launched its commercial operations in December 2015, provides San Diego County with 50 million 
gallons of locally-controlled, climate-resilient and high-quality water a day, helping to minimize the region’s vulnera-
bility to drought.   California water officials have approved $34.4 million in grants to eight desalination projects across 
the state, including one in the East Bay city of Antioch, as part of an effort to boost the water supply in the wake of the 
state’s historic, five-year drought. 
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Desalination Plant In Santa Barbara 
 Now Supplying 30% Of City's Needs 

Barbara's desalination plant was built in the late 1980's and early 1990's, but un-
derwent $72 million dollars in upgrades before reopening in 2017  

Some ocean water on Santa Barbara County’s coastline is soon going to un-
dergo a transformation. Roughly three million gallons of salt water is turned 
into drinking water a day at the City of Santa Barbara’s Charles E. Meyer De-
salination plant. 

The plant, which is just a few blocks from the ocean between West Beach and 

The money comes from Proposi-
tion 1, a water bond passed by state 
voters in November 2014 during 
the depths of the drought, and it 
highlights a new trend in purifying 
salty water for human consump-
tion: only one of the projects is 
dependent on the ocean.  Included 
is $810 million for expenditures 
on, and competitive grants and 
loans to, integrated regional water 
management plan projects.  

NEWS FLASH: Ap-

proximately $100,000,000 will 
bring desalination to LA for a plant 
large enough to accommodate all 
the water LA is now “taking” from 
our natural flow from the eastern 
side of the Sierra Nevada Mountain 
Range.  That includes our water 
that should refill our aquifer every 
year!   

 

In this Sept. 4, 2015 photo is the Carlsbad, CA, desalination plant. America’s larg-
est seawater desalination plant, the $1 billion facility produces 50 million gallons of 

drinking water for the San Diego area each day, but at a cost double the price of 
other sources.  

(AP Photo/Lenny Ignelzi, File) 
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 Santa Barbara Gets Major Grant 
To Help Defray Costs Of Desalina-

tion Plant 

Santa Barbara has received a major 
state grant to help offset some of the 
costs of reactivating its desalination 
plant. 

Santa Barbara’s desalination plant 
went online last spring, after $72 
million dollars worth of work to 
modernize, and reopen the more 
than two decade old facility. 

This preceding information about all the desalination that is going on and/
or has already gone on along our Pacific Coast is to reiterate that Los An-
geles has absolutely no excuse to not convert to desalination and destroy 
these two aqueducts with which they are “taking” the natural refill water 
from the entire eastern side of our Sierra Nevada mountain range from 
Mono County down through Kern Count.   

It can be and must be done.  Our IWVWA is not pursuing this only path 
that will lead to permanent restoration of our own IWV aquifer.   

All this information is shared so that we property owners understand that it 
is we, the people who must stand up and promote the right pathway.  Our 
plan is in the halls of the correct political groups that can make it happen.  
But we do need to show our belief in this plan and that we will help and 
support the political world that has the power to make it happen. 
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