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My husband Larry and I arrived in Istanbul, Turkey, in late afternoon on Friday, 

September 7.  Representatives of the Convention Committee who had arranged 

transportation to our hotels met us at the Airport.  What a welcome sight it was to see 

that lovely young lady carrying a sign that said “2002WAHO Conference” as we left the 

baggage area, as we were looking around very confused in a foreign country wondering 

“Where do we go from here?”.   She gathered all of us who had arrived on that flight and 

made sure we and our luggage were loaded into the awaiting vans that had been 

arranged for us. 

 

As evening approached, my husband and I  sat  on the 7
th

-floor,  outside terrace of one of 

our hotel’s terrific restaurants having our first meal in this glorious city while looking 

out over the Bosphorus and viewing a skyline of minarets, mosques, aqueducts and 

Ottoman Palaces.  Some of these wonderful structures date from the days that Rome was 

split into East Rome and West Rome.  The Grand Bazaar was just down the road from us 

and still today is entered through the grand arches into the walled compound of 

yestercenturies; however, the main compound is now covered and the camels from the 

caravans from both east and west no longer pass under these arches to carry their goods 

inside to be sold, bought and traded.  Instead there are somewhere between 3000 and 

4000 small shops where you can find anything you are looking for and can barter just as 

the shoppers did thousands of years ago. 

 

 Suddenly, about halfway through our meal, we heard the call to prayer from the many, 

many minarets throughout both the European and Asian sides of Istanbul.  The 

Bosphorus separates these two sides of Turkey.  This was the beginning……..and we were 

in the land of mystery, mystic, history, and origins of our beloved Arabian horse. 
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Registrars’ Meeting, Sunday, September 8, 2002 
 
The first meeting of this conference was the Registrars’ meeting where representatives of the Member 
Registries of WAHO met to discuss the business, problems, and solutions that have arisen throughout the 
world 
 
The meeting for all Registrars was called to order at 9:00 a.m.   James Carine of England and Xavier 
Guibert of France co-chaired the meeting.  There were 41 countries represented at this meeting.  In 
attendance were:  Algeria, Argentina, Austria, Bahrain, Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Chile, Czech   
Republic, Denmark, Egypt, France, Germany, Hungary, Iran, Iraq, Italy, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, 
Libya, Lithuania, Morocco, Netherlands, Oman, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South 
Africa, Spain, Switzerland, Syria, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United States of   
America (IAHA), Uruguay, and Venezuela. 
 
Some registries/countries did attend the conference but could not attend the Registrars’ meeting such as 
Finland, USA (PAHR), Australia, and Israel.  Apologies for the absence were received from the Registrars 
of Australia, Belize, Finland, Israel, Japan, Namibia, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Sweden, Tunisia, USA (PAHR) and Zimbabwe. 
 
This body also considered the merits of changing the structure of the present Stud Book Advisory 
Committee, the committee that investigates all new Stud Books applying for WAHO membership.  In 
response to this, the WAHO EC is suggesting that a permanent Stud Book Advisory Committee be formed 
of a WAHO Chair and a Registrar member from the Americas, the Middle East, the Far East, Europe, and 
the Southern Hemisphere.  The attendees of this meeting approved this concept.   Pesi Gazder, current 
WAHO Stud Book Consultant, was not able to attend this conference due to illness.   
 
The following items were on the agenda and any conclusions resulting from the discussion of same by this 
body were forwarded as recommendations to the WAHO Executive Committee for consideration and/or 
action by either the EC or the delegates on the conference floor, as appropriate.   
 

1. 1) Stallion Licensing and 2) SCID:  1) It was reiterated that WAHO has never approved of 
stallion licensing in any form, since WAHO considers that the offspring of any purebred stallions 
and mares   registered in any WAHO member registry are Purebred Arabians and, therefore, must 
be registered (provided only that the age of the breeding horses comply with WAHO or local rules 
and the foal can be parent verified).  In view of the European Union directives, this licensing could 
be subject to legal challenge in the few European countries that still have this system.   

 
2) It is WAHO’s view that SCID testing of breeding stock is to be encouraged and information that     
this test is now available should be widely reported within each country by their own Registries.  
However, the gene test results are confidential to the horse owners, and it is their right to decide 
whether to publish this or not.  Owners of SCID Carrier stallions should, of course, be encouraged 
to inform mare owners and arrange for them to be tested prior to covering.  The age, old problem 
seems to be expense. 

 
Switzerland reported they are testing all breeding horses after 2001. 

 
2.  Duplication of Names, Changing Names, Racing Names:  In brief, the WAHO rules are 1) the names 
must be unique in each country’s studbook—in other words, duplicate names are not allowed within the 
same studbook.  However, WAHO is aware that some countries do allow this after a number of years have 
elapsed, 2) no name will be accepted if it is liable to cause confusion or is unacceptable for social or 
religious reasons, 3) names may not contain numbers or numeral suffixes, 4) names should have no more 
than 27 characters including spaces, 5) for clarity, imported horses should have the ISO code of the country 
of birth inserted in brackets after their names; this is especially important if the name of the imported horse 
is the same as that of a domestically registered animal, 6) once a name has been published in a stud book, it 
cannot be changed—the only exception to this rule is that if the name of an imported horse gives social or 
religious offence in its new country, it can be changed but only with the agreement of the registry in which 
it was first registered.  In these circumstances, WAHO is to be informed in writing and a note giving the 
old and new names is to be published in the stud book of the importing country, and 7) some countries 
allow racing names:  these racing names must not appear on registration certificates or passports nor in the 
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main body of a stud book or register but a stud book appendix listing the stud book and racing names is 
permissible. 
 
One of the problems being worked out is that of the imported horses who lose their original registration 
number and are given a new number from the importing registry.  It should be noted that for historic 
reasons, some registries have lists of names of foundation or particularly famous horses within their own 
country, which may never be used again.  Other registries have a time gap of, perhaps, 40 years after which 
all names may be used again.   
 
It was reported that the UELN, “Unique Equine Life Number,” would be mandatory for the European 
Union member countries in the near future.  It will be suggested to the WAHO Executive Committee that 
WAHO monitor the use of this “UELN” system in practice over the next couple of years, and if it is 
successful, possibly consider encouraging the use of this additional identification in the future on a world-
wide basis. 
 
3. The Continuing Need for Printed Stud Books:  In this day of electronic communications, there is 
every temptation to dispense with the printed studbooks.  Due to the fact that not all registries or breeders 
are equipped yet to manage with only computer discs or the internet, for the present, WAHO still requires 
registries to produce printed stud books or registers at least every 4 years and send copies of these books 
and their annual supplements to all other WAHO registries and to members of the WAHO Executive 
Committee.  Studbooks can be whatever size is most convenient to registries and no longer need to be 
hardbound. Currently on the Internet are the studbooks of WAHO members Brazil and France. 
 
4. Parentage Verification of Foals at First Registration:  At the present time, only 9 countries do not 
parentage verify foals upon registration at birth.   Currently, WAHO rules state that blood-typing or DNA 
typing for parentage verification is mandatory for:  artificial insemination, embryo transfer, change of 
stallion during the covering season, irregular gestation period (more than 380 days or less than 300 days), 
foals imported in utero, new registries applying for membership and acceptance of their stud book and 
exported horses (parent verification is required if the blood-type or DNA-type of sire and dam is available, 
and is compulsory in some importing countries).  After much discussion, it was overwhelmingly voted to 
recommend that WAHO require parentage verification at first registration as mandatory for all WAHO-
member registries.    
 
5. Microchipping of Horses for Competition: It was made clear that WAHO’s main concern is the 
correct registration of purebred Arabian horses and it has no direct role in regulating competitions.  
However, the WAHO EC were interested to know what the Registrars felt about Microchipping once any 
horse has been parent verified and whether this should ever become part of the registration process.  
Registries’ studbook files and passports are the best place to record microchip details.  The registrars at this 
meeting reported that 10 countries are using microchipping for additional identification, not as part of the 
registration process.  There appear to be many pluses, one of which is that the European countries may in 
future forbid hot branding for permanent identification, on welfare grounds.  This will be an ongoing 
discussion as there is still a need for International Standards of microchipping as well as an increasing need 
for positive and quick identification of individual horses that increases in this global expansion of sales, 
purchases and competitions.  It was agreed that the microchip should always be placed on the left-hand side 
of the neck. 
 
6. Practical Use of Passports:  There was much discussion on the use of Passports for our Arabian horses.  
Passports are currently being used for several functions, among some of which are registration, proof of 
ownership document, means of identification, health control document and travel document.  It was 
suggested that the passport contain nationality I.D. and should stay with the horse for life with stamps 
added as the horse goes to different countries.  It was also pointed out that if the passport were issued at 
birth it could follow the horse all its life, which would also include medical records.  Some years ago 
WAHO produced a sample passport for those countries that did not already use them.  There are now very 
few WAHO member countries that do not issue some kind of passport, either as the sole registration and 
identification document or together with a registration certificate, as an additional permanent health record 
and travel document. 
 
7. Horses in Transit:  With the great increase in international travel of Arabian horses, WAHO was asked 
at the last meeting to issue modern recommendations, requirements and guidelines on how registries should 
record horses in transit.  The last leaflet on this subject was written some 15 years ago. 
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A new draft for these rules has been prepared and a copy issued to each of us.  The main change is to 
reduce the period during which a horse may be considered as “In Transit” from 12 months to 6 months and 
to provide separate recommendations depending on whether the horses are used for breeding or not.  The 
Registrars’ meeting agreed that the revised leaflet should be printed and distributed with no further 
changes. 
 
8. Practical Use of Semen Collection and Insemination Report Forms:  Some registries have reported 
difficulty in monitoring the paperwork trail for artificial insemination, especially in the case of transported 
semen.  It is increasingly common for semen to be shipped, stored and used later, sometimes through 
agents, without necessarily knowing at the time of shipment the details of the mares for which the semen is  
intended.  This does not create a problem, provided the stallion’s details are filled in and the relevant 
number of forms sent with the shipment.  The mare’s details can be added later at the time of insemination. 
 
9. Embryo Transfer, Number of Foals That can be Registered in One Calendar Year:  Current 
WAHO rules state: “A donor mare is limited to one foal registration (or a pair of natural twins) per year.”  
Much discussion evolved around this issue, since different countries have different legal laws and 
precedents.     

 
Due to the recent Court ruling in the case brought against the U.S.A. Quarter Horse Registry and since 
Australia has also received legal advice that they cannot restrict the number of foals registered to any one 
mare per year conceived by embryo transfer, this body recognized that each Registry must follow the 
dictates of the laws of their own country.  Since these vary now, the majority vote was to suggest that 
WAHO should make no rules that Registering Authority Members cannot keep due to the laws of their own 
countries. 

 
10. Late Registrations, Problems and Irregularities:  Most registries still require covering certificates, 
which help immensely in late registration cases, since DNA/blood typing “only” proves parentage—not 
date of birth.  European registries state that foals must be registered while at the mare’s side.  France will 
issue temporary acknowledgement (birth certificate) papers until the problem is resolved.   
 
It is WAHO’s very strong recommendation that registries should try to include late registrations if the 
relevant covering certificate, signatures of stallion owners at time of covering and mare owner at time of 
foaling are available, and of course provided the horse in question can be parentage verified. 
 
11. Co-operation Between Registries and Using WAHO as a Mediator:  From time to time WAHO 
receives complaints from Registering Authority Members about actions, or lack of them, by other 
Registering Authority Members.  Increasingly, these complaints relate to delayed or inadequate paperwork 
sent from Registry to Registry for imports and exports, and also long delays in domestic registrations.  It is 
hoped that the re-designed WAHO Export Certificates will assist Registrars in attaching all required 
documents, especially the blood-type/DNA reports. 

 

Report from Conference Floor 
 
Monday, September 9, 2002:   
In the absence of President Jay Stream, Vice President, Dr. Hans-Joachim Nagle of Germany opened the 
first session of this Conference.   A letter of apology from Jay was read explaining his absence was due to 
the ill health of both he and his wife Dorothy.   Delegates from 47 countries were present at this 
conference. Additional apologies for absence were shared from those countries absent. 
 
The announcement of the passing of Ronald Kydd and Ian Hedly, who were considered the founding 
fathers of WAHO, was sadly given. 
 
The Executive Committee members of WAHO were introduced.  It was announced that Brian Blake, the 
current Treasurer, has retired from the WAHO Executive Committee after many years of commitment to 
WAHO.   David Angold of the United Kingdom, currently a consultant to the Executive Committee, will 
step up as the Treasurer.  A motion was made, seconded and passed that all the currently serving members 
of the Executive Committee be re-elected.  This includes:  Jay Stream of the USA, President; Hans Nagel 
of Germany, Vice President; Peter Pond of Australia, Secretary; and David Angold, Treasurer. 
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It was announced that $110,000.00 have been received in donations toward the establishment of a WAHO 
headquarters building since the last conference. 
 
It was reported that surveys indicate that the numbers of Arabians horses are declining in the West and 
increasing in the Middle East. 
 
The rest of this day’s sessions were spent in receiving reports from the voting Delegates regarding Arabian 
horse affairs in their countries. 
 
Tuesday, September 10, 2002 

The WAHO Executive Committee announced that a letter had been received from Linda Bye, owner and 
Registrar of the Purebred Arabian Horse Registry (PAHR) of the USA describing the burden being put on 
American breeders by the requirement of having to register all immediate ancestors which have been 
registered with AHRA before 1/1/98 with PAHR in order to register an Arabian with PAHR.  The WAHO 
EC came to the conclusion that it would be in the best interest of the Arabian horse owners in the US to 
waive the requirement to have to register immediate dam and sire with PAHR, as long as same were 
registered with AHRA before 1/1/98. Lorry Wagner raised the question regarding the granddams/grandsires 
as time goes on and this becomes the 2nd generation registered before 1/1/98 with the immediate dam 
and/or sire having been registered after 12/31/97.  This problem will be addressed when it arises, as it will 
in the near future. 
 
Later during the morning session, the delegates were treated to a wonderful half-hour film on “The Past, 
Present and Future of the Purebred Arabian Horse in Turkey” which was specially made for this event by 
our hosts.  In addition, three guest speakers entertained and educated the participants with talks ranging 
from the History and Culture of Turkey (speakers, Professor Dr. Hassan Koni of Turkey and Professor Dr. 
Norman Stone of Scotland), to the importance of historical record keeping (speaker, Mr. Ferman Ansel of 
USA).  We then were bused to the boat landings and taken by ferryboat from the west entrance to the 
Bosphorus at the Marmara Sea eastward down the Asian side of Istanbul to nearly the exit to the Black Sea 
where we then reversed and came back up on the European side.  Ancient and historical sites were pointed 
out all along the way.  This was a wonderful approximately 4-hour visual lesson on the history of Istanbul. 

 

 
The above is a picture of the Dolmabahce Palace taken from the Ferry Boat.  This Palace was used by the Sultans of the 

Ottoman Empire.  From the left is one of the entrances and the housing around one of the entrance gates, then a beautiful 

courtyard, the inside of another entrance gate on the far side of the courtyard, then the next  section is a gorgeous receiving 

hall for foreign dignitaries.  The large section rising above the rest is another unbelievably beautiful receiving hall and just out 

of the picture on the right is the Harem and Sultan’s living quarters.  The tall structure on the skyline behind the palace is our 

hotel, the Swissotel The Bosphorus, where the 2002 WAHO Conference was held.  Our room looked down on this gorgeous 

site. 
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Above is the top portion of the clock tower just inside the outside garden area and just outside the official entrance gate of the 

Dolmabahce Palace 

 

 
The picture on the left is the outside of one of the entrance gates to the Dolmabahce Palace.  The picture on the right is the 

same gate pictured from the inside court yard area. 

 

 
Fountain and pond in the courtyard entrance to the Receiving Hall for foreign dignitaries in Dolmaabahce Palace. 

 

 
Taken from the Ferryboat that took us eastward to the Black Sea on one of the marvelous excursions provided by our hosts, 

this is a guard house at one of the Palaces on the North side of the Bosphorus Channel. 
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Wednesday, September 11, 2002 

This day started extremely early for many of us.  We were bused to the racetrack at 7:00 a.m. to watch the 
early-morning workouts of the racehorses.  We were taken to the center of the track where the horses come 
up out of an underground tunnel going under the track from the stables where we had close up contact.  

 

 
One of the race horses brought to the center of the track for us to watch at close quarters. 

 
 We were then taken back through the tunnel to visit the stabling area.     
 
We spent 3 hours there, then were bused back to the old part of Istanbul to meet up with those that did not 
make the early session at the track to spend the rest of the morning visiting the famous Blue Mosque and 
then the Topkapi Palace from the Ottoman Empire days.  The fabulous display of the jewels in the Treasury 
at the Palace was a breathtaking sight. 
 

 
Pictured above is the famous Blue Mosque which was built in 1616, looking over the Bosphorus to the Asian side of Istanbul 

 

 
Compote service of gold encrusted with diamonds at the Topkapi Palace located very near the Blue Mosque 

 
That afternoon, we went back to the track to enjoy watching an International Race Meeting for both 
Thoroughbreds and Arabians.  There were 7 races, 4 of which were for Purebred Arabian horses.   As the 
6th race came up (Thoroughbred race), I could contain myself no longer.   I just had to join the fun and 
place a bet.  I bet on the “hot tip” I got from a Jockey Club member and don’t know where the horse came 
in, but it wasn’t first.  Then the parade began for Race No. 7, which was an Arabian race.  I watched the 
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horses, saw one that impressed me and bet on it to “place.”  Why?  Well in the first 6 races the favorite won 
every time.  After I picked my horse, I looked at the odds board and saw that it was “not” the favorite, but 
rated about 4th in the odds.  Sooooo, I bet 20,000,000 lira to place.  And…….the horse won and paid nearly 
10 to 1.  Had I bet to win, I would have won about 200 English Pounds; however much that is in U.S. $.  
The place bet paid 50,000,000 lira.  One $ equals just over 6,000,000 lira. 
 
For those interested in racing, here are the winners from those Arabian races:  First Race for 3-year-old 
Purebred Arabian colts was 1200 meters on the turf and open to National Stud, Private Bred and WAHO 
Registered Horses (sorry, I don’t know the conversion ratio to furlongs or miles).  This race was won by 
Buyu [ch c II.Volga XXVI.H.zaman 39/83) - 31.Sahra] bred by Sultansuyu St. Farm and Owned by 
Surmeli Karaca.  I didn’t get the time, since it took me a while to figure out the board.  Fourth Race for 4-
year-olds and up Purebred Arabian Mares, open to National Stud, Private Bred and WAHO Registered 
horses and was also on the turf for a distance of 1900 meters.  This race was won by Sivga {ch m II.Unsal 
(H.zaman 48/80) – Nihan} with a time of 2:09:32.  She was bred by Z. Denkel-Akorkut and owned by Arif 
Korkut.  Race 5 was for 3 year-old and up National Stud Bred and WAHO Registered Native and Foreign 
Purebred Arabians, only , for a distance of 1600 meters on the turf.  The winner was Al Anood from Great 
Britian with a time of 1:44:77 [gr m Amer (SDA) – Dandoura (FR)] owned by Sheikh Ab.Al Thani and 
bred by H.H. Sheikh Althani..  The 7th and final race was for 3-year-old Purebred Arabian Fillies only, 
National Stud, Private Bred, and WAHO Registered Horses on the turf for a distance of 1200 meters.  This 
race was won by Acunalp [ch f Birader (XXVII.H.zaman 42/89) – 50 Seyyare] in a time of 1:19:51.  She 
was bred by Anadolu St. Farm and owned by Metin Oguz.  
  
After the races were over, the Turkey Jockey Club treated us to a fabulous dinner set up outdoors at the 
track.  Wow!  What a dinner.  We were seated under the stars in a lovely area right outside the grandstand.  
First, cocktails as we all gathered around an area where native   cooking of what I would describe as 
Turkish appetizers were being cooked and prepared right before us. Then we moved just a few feet to the 
area of beautiful tables with white tablecloths, set with silver and crystal and fantastic center pieces rising 
at least 2 ½ feet above the   center of the tables.  The napkin rings were lovely silver and turquoise-colored 
stones that were ladies bracelets, which were given as souvenirs.  Dinner was served buffet style—hot   
meat cut right off the revolving spit and long tables laden with so much food and desserts it was 
phenomenal.  White or red wine was served and the glasses were never empty.   
 
We were treated to fabulous entertainment throughout dinner.  There was a stage set up which started with 
a band playing all kinds of music.  There were two huge screens set up at each end of the dining area (stage 
was in the middle on one side) and TV cameras recorded the events plus scanning the crowd periodically so 
all could see the action on the big screens whether you were close to the stage or not.  These cameras and 
screens were at all our evening events, plus on the conference floor.  
 
Then came the groups that sang and danced the ethnic entertainment.  Wonderful costumes of the country’s 
heritage; i.e., military groups telling their stories in dance and movements and a group of young men and 
women doing some fantastic dancing, changing costumes every few minutes.  As the girls danced, the boys 
went behind the stage and changed and then the boys came out and the girls changed.  They danced 
together and separately.  It was the perfect end to a very long, but perfect day.  We finally got back to the 
hotel about 10:00 p.m.  What a fabulous day. 
  
Thursday, September 12, 2002 

 
The final day of the conference brought us to an excellent presentation on the subject of SCID by Michael 
Bowling from the USA.  Many countries are very interested in the location of the nearest labs, costs of 
tests, etc.  Some countries have made SCID testing mandatory before licensing stallions.  Lorry Wagner 
asked Michael if the names and contact information for these labs throughout the world could be made 
available to the WAHO registries.  Lorry will follow up on this. 
 
The WAHO EC brought the subject of acceptance of additional horses into the Syrian Arabian Horse Stud 
Book to the floor.  All delegates had received a detailed report from the WAHO Inspection and 
Investigation Committee with full information on these horses presented by that investigating committee.  
After considerable discussion, the delegates voted by a large majority to accept these horses.  This vote 
adds approximately 280 new desert bred horses to the WAHO-approved registered Purebred Arabian 
Horses.  The WAHO studbooks continue to remain open for application of Purebred Arabian horses that 
were missed in the original investigations and approvals. 
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Libya and Namibia, applying members to WAHO, were unanimously accepted as WAHO members by 
vote of the delegates.  Another applying member, Kazakhstan, was accepted “Subject to completion of the 
process of submitting their stud book for approval.”  As this studbook contains only horses previously 
registered in other WAHO-approved studbooks, namely Russia, Hungary and France, this is a formality 
and will not take long for Kazakhstan to complete.  
 
It was announced that the WAHO Data Base is being prepared. It should be available to WAHO member 
registries within 12 months and could be up on the Internet in 12 months or a bit more.  It is anticipated this 
will be available to anyone who wishes access to the information.   
 

Final Notes 

 
The 2002 WAHO Conference was brought to a close with each country’s delegate individually extending 
their thanks and appreciation to the host country Turkey, WAHO Executive Secretary Katrina Murray and 
all who contributed to the resounding success of this Conference. 

 
One final activity was held the next day (Friday) for those remaining for an additional day.  We were all 
taken to the boat landings again, boarded a sea-going ferry and were taken south across the Marmara Sea to 
the more southern part of Turkey on the Asian side.  This was a 2 hour and 15 minute ride at a very fast 
speed.  We were out in that water among huge ocean-going vessels.  What an awesome site to pass these 
gargantuous ships in our little ferry speeding along on our way.   We departed the ferry and boarded buses 
(6 full length buses—there were a good number of people who stayed for this treat) and traveled another 
hour or so inland and further south where we first visited the Jockey Club of Turkiye Karacabey Stud 
Farm.  This is a newly built Thoroughbred breeding farm.  We received a tour and then a wonderful lunch 
at this lovely facility.  These Thoroughbred horses were of excellent quality.   We were then back in buses 
and traveled a short distance to the TIGEM Karacabey Arabian Horse Stud Farm.  Here, once again, we 
received the wonderful hospitality, which was present from the beginning of our Conference.  We were 
treated to the showing of 65 mares, stallions and a few foals at the mares’ sides. The horses were handled 
by Emma Maxwell, Mark Gamlin, and other members of the staff, all of whom did a fantastic job.  Some of 
the mares were show as a trio, 3 tied together, with one handler.  Wow!   
 

                               
 
Pictured on the left is Mark Gamlin in front leading 2 broodmares with Emma Maxwell behind leading a mare and foal.  On 

the right is Mark again leading another broodmare with her foal.  The legs on these horses were excellent.  Their movement 

was truly Bedouin style in that their strides were powerful, long, low and so graceful they floated through the air. 

 

These horses were absolutely fantastic in movement, conformation (excellent legs), and balance.  The 
majority of these horses are descendents of original Bedouin Arabians, many going back to imports from 
Baghdad in the 1930’s.  There were 2 stallions imported from the USA and 2 (if I remember correctly) 
imported from Poland.  These horses also showed the Arabian movement of the native horses.  Arabian 
horses in Turkey are bred to be athletics.  Racing is one way by which this athleticism is proven in this 
country.  Arabians and Thoroughbreds seem to be on the same level as far as popularity and reverence for 
the races go, unlike here in the USA where the Thoroughbred dominates the racing agenda.   
 
After this showing of Arabian horses we once again boarded our buses and headed back north to the boat 
landing, boarded our ferryboat and headed back across the Marmara Sea to Istanbul.  It was a full day, 
having left the hotel at 8:00 a.m. and returning about 8:30 p.m. 
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Conclusion 

 
This Conference was held by the kind invitation of the Turkish Ministry of Agriculture and the Jockey Club 
of Turkey in the historic and beautiful city of Istanbul.  Approximately 280 people from 47 countries 
around the world were in attendance.  Everyone present agreed that this Conference was a resounding 
success and there was nothing but praise to be heard for the kindness and generosity of our hosts.  The 
hospitality shown to us was of immeasurable warmth.  Our hosts provided food and drink wherever we 
were.   The fantastic organization of the many social and cultural events was testimony to the extensive 
thought and planning which had gone into this unforgettable event.  Most sincere thanks go to the Minister 
of Agriculture, to Mr. Huseyin Sungur, to Mr. Omer Faruk Girgin, to Dr. Mustafe Celebi, to all the 
members of the Conference Organizing Committee, and, of course, to the staff members of both the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the Jockey Club of Turkey, together with the staff of Jordam Ajansy and Meet 
Travel, without whose hard work behind the scenes this conference would not have been such an 
unforgettable experience.  
 
IAHA was very well received at this conference and as the IAHA delegate, several countries requested 
short private meetings with me to clarify issues of the proposed AHRA/IAHA merger and the IAHA show 
ring.  This was especially true when pertaining to having to double-register with PAHR and AHRA or 
obtaining an AHRA Competition Visa in order to enter any IAHA competitions.  The South American 
countries especially have a problem in the cases where most of their horses are not acceptable to AHRA 
and, therefore, are not eligible to enter IAHA competitions under current IAHA rules restricting the entries 
to having AHRA registration only or Competitions Visas based upon AHRA acceptance.  I came home 
with several requests from countries that have requested copies of our rules in various areas, which I have 
provided to them. 
 
This trip to Istanbul will live forever in the memories of Larry and myself.  In addition to the fantastic 
experiences we had throughout the 11 days of our visit to Istanbul, we also celebrated our 32nd wedding 
anniversary while there.  To commemorate this occasion, Larry bought me a gorgeous 18K gold ring set 
with 1 caret weight of diamonds.  What a wonderful way to spend our wedding anniversary. 

 
Lorry & Larry Wagner,  our 32nd Wedding Anniversary  was on the same day  as the Gala Dinner ending the Conference .  

This unbelievably gorgeous  Palace has been converted to the most expensive hotel in Istanbul is right on the Bosphorus where 

this picture was taken.  The rail of the courtyard area behind us is facing the Bosphorus Channel.  The water was about 10 

feet behind the rail. 

Thanks to Mary Ann Hatfield, Porterville, California,   for taking this picture of us. 

 


